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interest rates set to fall □ Right wins tough social measures □ Average household ‘gains £450’ 

T ax trimmer Clarice plai^ safe 
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i p off basic rate 
confounds Tory 
backbench hopes 
of winning budget 


IWhltaand 
LanySllott 


T he Chancellor, 
Kennetb Clarke, 
last night con- 
founded the Tory 
Right by limiting 
his cut in the 
headline rate of income tas to 
jtst Ip in a eaudous package 
of Budget taz-and-^Knoding 
cuts which signalled a late 
general election in the spring 
ori997. 

Hemmed in by the grim 
state of the Government’s fi- 
nanoes, the Chancellor un- 
veiled a package that will 
make the average taxpayer 
around £15 a month better oS 
but was weighted toward 
diose on higher incomes as 
part of a strategy of wooing 
Middle England back into the 
'Tbry fold And he left the im- 
pression that this was in- 
tended to be the penuitlEDate 
Budget before polling day. 

The City was convinced last 
nlgbt Quit the first cut in the 
stimdard rate of income tax 
since Nigel JLawson’s 1988 
Budget represented only half 
of Chancellor's strat^. 
and It is confldently expecting 
Mr daike's restraint to be 
fbOowed by a half-point in- 
terest rates. 

Ibe Chancellor also left the 
clear impression that the 
GovemxD^ will make the 
adiievement of a 20 pence 
standard rate of tax the cen- 
trepieoe of the Conservative 
Party’s fiscal strategy over 
the nest 16 months. The one- 
point cut to 24 pence in the 
basic rate was accompanied 
by a widening the ao pence 
lower-rate band and by the 
reduction in the tax on sav- 
ings to 20 per cent 
la one of the shortest Bud- 
get ^leedws of recent years, 
the Chancellor built up hopes 
on the backbenches only to 
dash them in the closing mo- 
ments of his 68-minute 
addr^. 

Mr Clarke appea^ the 
ri^t with tough social mea- 
sures and tried to batten 
down his party's traditional 
support among pensioners 
with action on long-term care 
and help for savers. But bis £3 
bilUon padtage of tax cuts fell 
at lea^ £2 billitm short of 
what some backbenchers had 
bera looldz^ fOr. 

With a 1.5 per cent increase 
in spending on the health ser- 
vice next year, the Chanoellor 
claimed to have provided 
Middle England ^ and 
“Middle Scotland, Middle 
Wales aixi Middle Ulster” — 
with a strong enou^ econo- 
my to ensure modero public 
services and lower taxation. 


the “One Nation" Tory ideaL 
But the shape of his third 
Budget was \fy ihe 

hole in the Government's fi- 
nances ^ weak tax 

revenues. 

Kfr Clarke that the 

Public Sector Borrowing 
Reouirement in the current 
fin^eial year is now forecast 
to be £29 billian — compared 
with the £21.5 billion he pre- 
dicted only a year ago. 

The Chancellor justified his 
modest tax cuts by saying 
that the PSBR was on a down- 
ward path fktxn the £45 billion 
reachtt two years ago.' But 
the Treasury’s Red Book 
shows how growth of part' 
time work and refhsal of con- 
sumers to buy luxury goods 
has aflhcted puhUc finuKes. 

Revenues next year are ex- 
pected to be more than £13 
billion lower than forecast a 
year ago. with the PSBR set to 
be £22.5 ttiiUna , against the 
£13 billian . li) ibe 1991 Red 
book. 

The £3 biUkxi of tax cots 
were matched by an equiva- 
lent reduction in the Govern- 
ment’s control total to £260 
billion. However, this was a 
smaller cut than the City had 


been predicting, and in ftiture 
years curbs on spending rely 
on savings in government 
spending on infrastmctore 
projects. 

The fill! inqDact of the ex- 
penditure savxDgs, especially 
on social security claimants. 
wiJ] hit voters as file details 
emerge this week. But there 
were immediate squeals last 
over the Bud^fs tmr 
pact on family credit, police 
strength and creeping hospi- 
tal privatisation. 

Disappointment was evi- 
dent in the feeble Tory cheers 
Mr Clarke inspired, though 
even critics loyally rallied 
last night All tax allowances 
will rise above the infiatirtn 
level, Mr Clarke told MPa 
that by raising the 20p tax 
thresh^ by £760 — £500 
more than tnOation — and 
cutting basic zate from 25p to 
he is takhig a majm: st^ 
to adiieving bis goal of a 20p 
standard rate as well as put- 
ting 6 million taxpayers 
soli^ on the 20p rate. 

Duty on whirry will fiill by 
27p a bottle to ease the yawn- 
ing gap with Eun^^een duties, 
while wine and beer duties 
are froien. But petrol prices 
rose by 3.5p a litra, mgarettes 
went up by ISp, and there 
wmia fi^ 

Ihough Jofan Red- 
wood called it “a good down- 
payment’’ on his own blue- 
prtot, privately be thought it 
no way to recover from a 30- 
point Labour lead in file polls: 
Coneerratlve MPs ~ even 



Ti^itwing pc^iulists who had 
been callhig tor at least 3p off 
tncome tax and £5 billian in 
spen^g cuts — hid their dis- 
appointment. Instead they 
xeBied b^iind Mr Clarke's 
'£9 a week Budget” — the 
£450 sum by stttidt ttte aver- 
age £20,000 a year tomUy will 
become better off in real 
tmms ovm- the coming year. It 
ccmsists of £190 worth cf in- 
emne tax cuts added to rising 


wage levels and lower inter- 
est rates. R will rise to a £700 
net gain to fiusiUes by elec- 
ti<« day, probably in Ajofi or 
May 1997. But the shadow 
cbanoellar, Gordon Brown, 
insisted that average voters 
are still £870 worse cff in tax 
terms siz}ce 1992 
‘"Ihis Budget will be known 
as the 7p up, Ip down Bud- 
get.” Tmiy Blair predicted, as 
Labour revealed that it would 


abstain on the tax cuts while 
opposing the spending 
reactions. 

Paddy Ashdown called it “a 
Budget whicdi combines cyni- 
cism with irresponsibility”. 

With Mr Mhior at his side, 
on his fiffii anniverBary in. 
power, Mr Clarke paid lip^eT’ 
vice to file Prime Minister’s 
talk of making Britain “the 
enterprise centre of Europe'’ 
and of allowing people "to 


keep more of what they earn." 
But be also invoked his own 
“One Nation'' credo and 
“people with that British vir- 
tue, a social oonscdence, who 
want to see a successfhl econ- 
omy first earn tim wealth, in 
order to gm the less fortu- 
nate a helping hand.” 


Budget Guardm, page* 3 - 7 ; 
Luuder conumn^ page 10 ; 
WB Huttoo, page 11 


Chancellor has modesty forced upon him 


Commentary 


Hugo Young 


K enneth Clarice's 
third Budget was sup- 
posed to diazige the 
course of history. It was going 
to restmw file party, revive 
the nation, fix the election. 

& dU- none tf these things, 
and never had a chance of 
doing so. What it flowed was 
■ that the Budget of a party in 
power for 16 years can never 
cany that weight Pmhaps no 
Bud^ ever will again. 

' were plmtyflf Tories 


who wanted it to. The pcditical 
build-up was sttfoendous. At 
least off the stazidaxd rate 
was the preacriptimi o£ fiiat 
ean^ in pcdzticm Budgets, Ni- 
gel Lawsmi. On the back- 
bendies, rightwingers were, 
and probably still are, con- 
Tinced that what One-Nation 
Gazke the “^aah and 
bum" approach to poUic se^ 
vices would have released the 
bek etection bribes. 

What we learn is not that 
that has bemi discarded, but 
that it simply wasn’t avafi- 
abla You cannot wipe out fiie 
record since 1979, or even 
since 1992, ina sln^eday, and 
the Chan^or hmtQy began 
to try. As a reeult, bis Budbst 


was Just about the same as it 
would have been if there had 
been no election in foe cfflng. 
Watched hawkishty by mar- 
kets and voters, he had mod- 
esty Raced upon him. 

ff anything, he ifss almost 
too responsible The biggest 
rtawig pr is g mismatch be- 
tween the 3 per cent growth 
projection and the fiscal 
stance be has chosen to sup- 
port it Interest rates will olh 
^ously take up the slack at 
some future stage good. But 
the Budget itself? As a great 
act cf pities, the show is al- 
most ovwr. 

I would not even say yester- 
day's caution proves there 
must be another one to emne, 


and therefore certainly a 1997 
election. That is likely 
enough anyway. But it will be 
beyond fiie power the 1996 
Bu^t to do much more than 
the 19K: which is to show a 
Prime Minister and Chancel- 
lor in thrall to the absence of 
any magic answer. 

Per this honest sobriety 
fii^ deserve credit Nobody 
can say this B a party Budget, 
even though zt may not be the 
right ^dget for the nation 
either. It does very little for 
industry' at the usempk^ed, 
except coutinoe, Clazke would 
elai^ to set the basis for 
steady gr o wth. Bui it avoids 
ghrmtidss and gnssi^s. 

Norman Lament showed a 


diffbrent approach in 1991. 
when be sent qxOiding rock- 
et^ In 1995. the custodians 
of rigour produced a Budget 
which the critics, as Mr Blair 
immediately showed, can 
attack only by r^ence to 
the Iteig past behind it 
Id this responsible mode, 
Mr Clarke showed some de- 
cent priorities, seeing off the 
sla^-and-burners. *1^ con- 
tinues to be govenunent-in- 
p ro gr e s s. Fv from seeking 
some galvanic excitement 
wifii which to go down fight- 
ing, foe Chancellor talked 
more lilte a man who fiiou^t 
be bad years ahead of ban, 
st^dily refining welfore. ees- 
Tom to page 2, column I 
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Pound and 
gilts fall in 
City gloom 

Mark Milkier 
and Paul Murphy 


S TE3tUNG and ^ts ^ 
yesterday as de2ders 
recoiled from the Treasury's 
worse-than-ezpected figures 
for public borrowing. 

Tim benchmark lO-year gilt 
was down by around 75p on 
foe day, while the pound was 
down more than a pfennig at 
around D&&21S0. 

Analysts said the fall re- 
sulted from disappointment 
at hi^r than e^KKted bor- 
rowing projections In Chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke’s bud- 
get package — which some 
economists calculate willj 
leave the PSBR targets 
£30.SbiIUon hi^ner foan ear- 
lier forecasts over foe next 
four years. 

Dteders were also sceptical 
abom the forecast of 3 p^ 
cent growth in the economy 
next year. 


The main points 

liiPoimTfox 

• tais^iiiseBtay-tpto24p 

• SOpbandextBUded by£^ 

. • Top7iS»thnfooMfaisadbyC1.^to£25,500 

• TiKpn wriAMiv twtic ne tuaiysre reducM from 25% to 20% 

• HitetilsRelvlbrasheU mfsed torn £1S<on to £2oao6b 






Tobacco 

• OgsrsttM up 1 5p tor 20 

• SnwOdpafsupjBp 
M npeiotgcGoup8p 

• Fr^ OR foEno tobacco 

■ ■ -.1 ■ . 

Drilrin 

A Rtett on duty on basT and wins 

• Stropg cktor iq) 8p a jant front next October 

. a Spbft ifrfrf itom 4%. to Z7p oli a 

hObtodFisMshy 

'Moio|rto0'j' 

#CwmBdtixap.fiStb£tM- 
Pstri3 and dlesti Bpby 3.50.8 Rn 

.•:4^itoifrom i^jy^ . 

' <•> Biw^ptlng sH caralv^ 

. ..SSyani^frDte ‘ 

■»Mblite' b pciai ^ y ' 

SDcftisfcigfly w«id|^ to te redi^ 

|C.Jtol3iiN bemAi B foi ctiBd tenridar as - 
. b NHS^endiiigtolnnetejalqravwfl bffi^ 

mlEI^^ neatlhraa yaais to come toMn 

'ili Atttotednpoto 

, l^iLexlto fiarto^ 


What the tax 
changes mean to you 

Single employed person 

Monthly gain (lost), £s, 1996-97 
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Annual incoms, HibO's 


Married person 

Monthly gain (loss), £s, 1996-97 
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Annua) income, Sim's 

Mamed, self e^loyed, 2 children 

Mo^ly gain (loss), &, 1^97 * 
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Annual tncome. SOOO's 


Single pensioner 


Monthly gain (loss), £S, 1996-97 
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2 NEWS 


The Guardian Wednesday November 29 1995 


David Shamek 
and Patrick Wbitectr 


J OHN Bruton, the 
Irish prime minister, 
last dramati- 

cally flew to London 
to an agreement 
in Downing Street with John 
Major which launches the 
next stage of the peace 
process. 

It appears that both Dublin 
and London gave ground in 
intensive phone contacts yes- 
terday involving the two 
prime ministers. With 
rumours of a breakthrough 
circulating since early morn- 
ing, following overnight talks 
between civil se rv an ts, Mr 
Bruton flew to London soon 
after ?pm and the two men 
held a press conference in 
Downing Street at 10.30. 

It appears John Major gave 




IRA's first move towards 
disarmamenL 

The sudden l»eakthrou^ 
on the eve of President Clin- 
ton’s arrival in London, fbl- 
lowed acrimonious exchanges 
between British and Irish 
government sources. 

Dublin indicated that both 


sit 





work which will miabie all 


together to talk. Hiere Is no 
purpose in an agreement 
which will not work and will 


Mr Major was clearly refer- 
ring to t^ need to ensure fliat 
Unionist parlies are wlQine to 


Mi ^ '^lThe final peace? 


^\CIVE PERCE B 
CHBI 1 CE ■' 









go 
deadlock. 

Washington sources indi 


yesterday's SO-minute tele 


Peace on the streets . . . Slogans in Crossmaglen, sooth Arm^h PHOToenAPH:KELviHaora 


Major referred to last month's tary weapons “was not being when the paramilitaries 
British proposals on breaking established to make recom- would be obliged to begin d& 
the logjam. He said the mendations on when dmm- commlssionlzig weapons. 
’‘Building Blocks" paper tnlssioiung should start. That deferring to the ^leeulatlos 
clearly set out that an inter- position has not changed’'. of a breaUirou^ Mr Majoi 


deferring to the q^eeulatlos 
of a breakthrou^ Mr Migoi 


i7auTH57^^r» 


ui the Commons, he told 
lifPs: ‘There are still some 
imi>ortaDt points outstanding. 
It is too soon to say whether 
and when we will reach 
agreement** 

The Ulster Dnionist leader. 
Davkl TrimUe, sakl he was 
deeply scepticaL A break- 
throu^ wo^ be “an attempt 
to resuscitate what the IRA 
had vetoed In eaiiy Septem- 
ber and it wouldn't actually 
solve anything,” he said. 

“K would merely set up 
some procedures and post- 
pone for a monfli or two the 
crucial decision, namely 
whether Sinn FSin/lRA are 
prepared to prove flrnt they 
are committu to exdusive^ 


.%^TS:;iTi»r.TJ.Tn-WTarn:^i.i.\^7T- 


to dispose of the now, we 
hme. redundant weapons.** 


iiiii i 


contact by officials of both 
governments, 'niat contact Is 
coDtimung. There is some 
hope there will be a 
breakthrou^** 


Hopes nd fsan os the Iristi psan proctts nteis its endgame 

John lli^or Brithl) prime mMstar 
Hopes that IRA wtH make a token gesture on snns 
surrender Infore Sittn Fein enters all-partylaHcs. Fears 
ttwt US wl» back Dublto’&vlev is an obstacle and 
loses Ulster Unionist support 

John Braton Irish prime minister 
Hopes that Oownmg Street will soflan on weapons 
sutTiclentl/ to allow political dialogue to begin. Fean that 
ha will be held responsible by nationalist Ireland tor tollure 
of peace process. 

BM Clhton US president 
Hopes that British and Irish governments can agree 
formula to begin talks before his visit to Ireland ends on 
^turday. ftan that If they don't he will lose potential 
election^idng kudos and American support 

Oeny Adewei Una Fain pietldMt 
Hopes that London win back down on its demand over IRA 
weapotw and accept his demand for a date tor all-paity 
talks. Fears that Dublin m^ yet sign up to a formula 
which involves weapons handover. 

David T ili n b iB Ulster Uatonlst leader 
Hopes that Major will sbcic to his long-hM demand tor 
weapons and accept his call tor a new elected assembly In 
Northern Ireland. Feats that Major will and let Irish . 
nationalists set the program^ jer talks. 
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Papandreou on 
respirator 


NDbds KoMtaaidaras 

T he ailing Greek prime 
uunistu-, Andreas Pa- 
pandreou. needed a res- 
pirator to help with breathing 
after signs of kidn^ failure, 
doctors at the Onassis Car- 
diac Surgery Centre tn Ath- 
ens said yesterday. 

Mr Papandreou, aged 76. 
was rushed to the hospital’s 
inteDsive care unit el^t cUiyB 
ago with pneumonia in bis 
1^ lung. Doctors had said be 
was improving steadily. 

Bis condition worsened 
after a blood transfusion on 
Monday. vAicb caused lung 
and kidney problems. Re had 
dialysis twice in 16 hours, a 

mac-Knnif-n'l i-TcB^ig^wg gf tViP 

blood necessary when kid- 
neys fbil to filter impurities 
from the bloodstream. 

The drachma was volatile 
In tra^ng against flie Ger- 
man mark after the news. 
During the first two days of 
the prime minister's hospital- 
isation, Greece’s central bank 


spent £S25 million to prop up 

flip dr achma 

The uncertainty has been 
caused by Mr Itepandreou’s 
I r^usal In the past to set In 
: motion a process for picking a 
successor within his Pa^ 
! socialistparty. 

. The premier is m ri^t 
I DOW. His illness is being d^t 
! with,** file pr^ minister, Te- 
lemachos Bytuis. said yester- 
day. “He is the premier and 
be is the guanmtor of the 
unity and continuity and 
fixture of the party. Therefore, 
Mr Papandreou is the protag- 
onist €i all decisions." 

Mr Hytirls said that it 
would be unconstitutional to 
replace die prime minister 
a^dnst his wilL 

The interior minister, Alas 
Tsocbadsopoulos. the most 
senior cabinet member after 
Mr papandreou. would fill in 
for him when necessary. 

Mr Papandreou, who has 
been in power since 1993 and 
previously ruled fitnn 19B1 to 
1969, has been in frail health 
. Since heart surgery in 1988. 


Music 
of note 
from 
the Poly 


First night 


HnddenfMd ime ma t te nel 
FaetNel of CoHlMiipocvcy 
Mnslc 

1 T1S not the most likely set- 
ting for a festival of "new- 
music" that ranks with the 
most important in Europe. 

But from modest beginidigs 
at the loc^ polytechnic in the 
1970s , the Huddersfield Festi- 
val grown Steadily in 
scope, antoition and 
achieromenL 

The list of new-music ensem- 
bles which make the pilgrim- 
age to the town each November 
is a roil oC the finest special- 

ist ensembles across die Conti- 
nent, from the Ardittl Quartet 
and Cambridge New Music 
Players to the Swiss Ensemble 
Cmtrechamps and tte German 
Musikfbbrik, udiich both made 
their debuts in the 1iS95 
festivaL 

Huddersfield provides the 
best chance to hear the widest 
range of contemporary music 
that Britain can offer, and 
often the only opportunity to 
hear composers whom the 
London-oriented new-music 
scene steadfastly ignores. 

Ibis year, neocomplezlsist 
James DiDoQ. big-band ja^r 
George Russell and the West 
Coast minimalist Terry Riley 
found themselves shai^ pro- 
grammes at the batoning the 
festival, while die second week- 
end focused on Luigi None and 
WoUgai^ Rihon, an with mar- 
capacity audiences. 

Rihm is the most important 
' of the composers who studied 
with Mono. At 43 bis output is 
vast and his position in Ger- 
man music is already crucially 
influentiaL The Huddersfield 
programmes concentrated on 
bis recent ensemble pieces, but 
also included a p^ormance of 
his imposing String 'Trio from 
1977, played by the Arditti 
Quartet with phenomenal com- 
mitment and attention to de- 
tail 

The String Trio has a real 
Beethovenian s tren g th and 
I grandeur, and its heavily ex- 
pressionist world is far from 
t Kitan's recent works. 

( Works like his 1994 piano 

I concerto. Sphere, which was 
1 included in the final concert 
L played by Siegfried Mauser 
wiUi the English Northern 
t Phlibannonia under Arturo 
t Tamayo, or the ensemble 
• piece Rein PirmameDt from 
- 19B8. performed by Musikfo- 
I brik. have a rather forbidding. 
* Toarmoreal character, but the 
! integrity ofRlhm’s music and 
, the passion that drives them 
- are never In doubt 

Huddersfield managed 
t fluae British premieres of 
I Nono'sfinalworks.aUof 
: which require elaborate elec- 
tronic treatment worked out 
i by the composer in the Experi- 
t mental Studio in FVeibouiu 
With their texts atomised 
t and constantly subjected to 
computer transformations. 
i this is late music ofa very 
I special, totally uncompromis- 
I ing kind, which needs pre- 
i cisely the kind of attention 
Huddersfield can offer. 


A stranded commuter leaves Montparnasse station in Paris as the rail strike continued for the fifth day 


PHOTOGRAPK; LIONB. CBtoW*CAU 


French unions now have Juppe in sights 


Spain’s fishing ^ctoiy’ 
stirs up storm at sea 


PM’s gaffe spurs leaders to 
organise massive day of action 


Paul Webster in Paris 

F rench trade unions 
are planning a massive 
ch^lenge to the GauU- 
Ist-led government alter the 
prime minister, Alain Juppe, 
said he would have to resign 
if two million protesters took 
to the streets. 

Workers’ leaders met yes- 
terday after a hl^y-success- 
fiil 34-hour nationai strike 
OWT social security reforms, 
which coincided with the 


hardening of a five-day pro- 
test by rail workers. National 
train services were baited, 
adding to chaos caused by 
undetground. bus. civil ser- 
vice. education. p(»tal and 
public utility stoppages. 

Mr Juppe's remark, in an 
interview, that his govern- 
ment would not surviro if 
confront^ by two million 
protesters has goaded public 
I sector unions, whose recent 
' demonstrations have mobi- 

I Used hundreds of Uiousands 
I of workers. They have over- 


lapped with mar ches by Stu- 
dents who have organist an- 
other protest tomorrow. 

The big national day of 
action is provisionally 
planned for Sumtey, Decem- 
ber 17. Unions want to repeat 
the impact of a nationwide 
march In 1994 which forced 
Edouard Balladur's GaulUst- 
I led government to drop a plan 
I to favour private education. 

An^r at Mr Juppe's admin- 
tstratioo has reached such a 
peak that >'esterday's public 
sector march in Paris saw an 
historic reconciliation be- 
tween two of the biggest 
unions which had been attack- 
ing ^ch other for 48 years. 

Nearly half a century alter 


France's oldest workers' 
movement, the Confederation 
Generaie du Travail (CGT). 
split because of the cold war. 
the leader of the commmunist 
branch, Louis Vlannet. aiid 
the secretary-general of the 
breakaway Force Ouvriere. 
Marc BlondeL shook hands ; 
and walked together at the i 
head of the mar^. 

Whiie other unions have 
taken to the streets to protest 
against cuts in the welfore 
sj-stem or over pay freezes, 
the 178.000 rail workers are 
primarily concerned by a 
plan to close a fifth of the 
natioual network. Despite a 
belated government ^er not 
to touch early retirement con- 


ditions for drivers and station 
staff, rail leaders yesterday 
voted to slay out inddlnitely. 

After all but a handful of 
suburban commuter links 
were cancelled, tailbacks of 
up to 40 miles were reported 
on main roads to Paris. 

Cross-Channel travel was 
in chaos effter the strike 
^read to Calais. All saUings 
in and out of the port were 
suspended for 48 hours. Stena 
and P&O Europwu Ferries 
were curating limited ser- 
vices from Efover to Zee- 
brugge instead. 

The Channel tunsM train 
company, EuroBtar. cancelled 
five ct Its 11 London-Paris 
fralcs. 


How the ultra-responsible Chancellor had modesty forced upon him 


Continued from page 1 
ing allowances, chipping 
away at Wliltehaa steadily 
expanding the stake-holder 
class. Given where they're at, 
and given what they believe 
in. I thought it nn admirable 
performance, topped off by 
the Chancellor's defiant point 
of reference for his borrowing 
projection: that U would meet 
the Maastricht criterion by 
next year. 

It is also, at bottom, a Bud- 
get in which Labour, if i 
released from the t>ranny of 
point-scoring sound bites, 
uxiuld find much to accepL 

Naturally, Labour would 
not start here. Labour’s first 
Budget, which might even be 
this time ne.\t year, would tax 
windfall utililv profits, proba- 
bly raise the top rate of in- 
come tax, and embark on a far 
more emphatic approach to 


education and training. 
Labw also rejects the Tory 
aim to end tax on inheritance 
and capital gains. 

But the welfare-to-work as- 
piration. and much of the pol- 
icy expressing it would not in 
essence be different. Nor 
would this Budget's most dis- 
tinctive single feature, the 
sudden recognition that an 
ageing population is going to 
have to find more of its long- 
term care from its own 
resources. This bias, affecting 
both tex and savings, sets a j 
trend that no government will | 
ever be able to reverse. 

^ what do we have? The 
strange sight of a Budget, 
within 18 months of an elec- 
tion, which is neither unrea- 
sonjtbly ■•political" nor open 
, to radical political .attack 
I Ihis IS not to say that it's de- 
roid of politiCial sigiK'ils. 




to the country as good stew- 
ards who have delivered — { 
according to tbe prism fi»y 
choose to look throu^ — the 
best prospect of Infiatton-free, 
export-led growth for decades. 

CUrke said ytesterday that 
the Inflation record looked set 
to be tbe best for nearly SO 
years. They'll keep hammer- 
ing away with the message o( 
their prudence and genuine 
convkrtioas, by comparison 
with the other lot De^adli^ 
where you start the clock, you 
can show a record which 
would appeal to Middle Brit- 
ain. if Middle Britain did not 
have so much else to think 
about and remember. 

They believe, because they 
nrusL that ail present predis- 
Mr Major and Mr Clarke ttons of defeat are wrong, 
hav’e plainly made a political Well, they're experts in the 
choice. To them, there is no follibility of pr^lciion. Thfo 
choice but to offer themselves time last year, the Chancellor 



was forecasting more growth, 
less unemployment and a tax 
smaller defoit than has in 

fact matortaliBori. E CT n qmir 

prnlietiou can make mugs 
even of experts, as Wynne 
Godley, recently retired from 
the ChanceQor’g panel of ex- 
' pert analysts, cbanuingly 
confessed tbe other day. 

I The reports of Otese famous 
I .wise men, Godley ree^ds, 
"have all been dreadful". 
Ministers trust that fbe politi- 
cal forecasts of a decisive 
Tory defeat, now just about 
universal, will prove as folse. 

The Budget was the solid, 
plodding woric of a man who 
accepts the instability of 
thrw fates: one bequeathed 
^ fite past the next imposing 
itself on the present tbe last 
determining a future that is 
probably beyond the reach of 
God or Chancellor to change. 


B tephen Batee In Bn iseols 
and Geoffrey Gfoto | 

B ritish fishermen yes- 1 
terday reacted with 
fliry to a decision , 
whlrti could see Spanish fisb- 
ermen get rwiiHcms of pounds 
In compensatloD after tmsuc- 
cessfiilly trying to roister 
fiaeir beets as ^tisb to evade 
regulations designed to stop 
them risbing in British 
waters. 

The European Court of Jus- 
tice in Luxembourg was told 
fiiat the fishermen — pre- 
vented from fishing from 
British ports when the Gov- 
ernment introduced stricter 
, naUonality and residence 
requirements for registration 
— were entitled to compesisa- 
tlon for loss of business. 

The inteiiiD ruling by the 
coart’s advocate-general gives 
dozens of Spaniards tbe go- 
ahead to pursue damages 
elalns in British courts. 

Although Use final verdict 
will not be delivered for 
months, fite advocate-gener- 
al’s **opinion" Is almost al- 
wa^ followed. If so, tt was 
being calculated yester^y 
that Up to '90 Spanish boab 
and their crews could be en- 


titled to up to £600,000 each. 
The issue will rekindle tbe po- 
litical fUry at Westminster ' 
over interforence in national 
sovereignty, and yesterday 
David Harris, Tory MP for St 
Ives, described the opinion as 
disgracefuL 'TT we have now 
got to pay £30 minion on top 
of having these wretched flag 
of convenience boats in our 
waters and flahtwg against 
' our quotas, Cornish fisher- 
men will be fiirious." be said. 

I The judges were told Iv foe 
I court's advocate-general that 
the legislafom, intended to 
stop the Spanish boats regis- 
tering as British and gaining 
access to local fishing quotas, 
breached European law. 

The 1988 Merehant Ship- 
ping Act aimed to close tbe 
kx^iole by insisting that reg- 
istered vessels be at least 75 
per cent Brttish-owned and 
run by British management. 

The legal opinion says: 
"The court has laid dovm the 
principle that the member 
state , , . should be liable in 
damages for the loss or dam- 
age suffered by Individuals as 
a result of Its breach of com- 

.. 90 Sp^^h vessels at- 

tempted to register as British 
in the late I980s, and many 


spent up to 15 months at an- 
chor in west coast ports 
awaiting a decisloa. 

The advocate-general’s 
opinion was greeted with 
anger hy fishermen’s leaders 
in the South-west where bad 
feelings towards their Sjkui- 
Ish counterparts reached new 
I depths after tbe recent “tuna 
' wars'*. 

Jtm Portus. chief executive 
I of tbe South Western Fish 
Producers Oiganisation, said 
I the 90 Spanish-owned boats 
I on tbe Brttisb register were a 
“festering sore". 

He said foe so-called fiag of 
convenience vessels made no 
contribution to the UK econo- 
my as they were not even 
required to land fish here. 

“Rou^ily half the quotas 
available to British fistaenuen 
in western waters are taken 
by the Anglo-Spanlsh boats. 
We are way over European 
targets for fleet size and tf we 
did not have them on die 
register we would q uality for 
all sorts of restructuring gnrt 
revitalisation grants. If ever 
there was a double whammy 
this is it 

“We are quietly furlow 
... Not only are they able to 
steal our fteh but now they 
are being compensated." 


Hirst scoops Turner prize 


James Han 


F or Damien Hirst, it was 
second time lucky. He 
foiled to win the Turner 
Prize in 1992 after being 
shortlisted. This time round, 
he emerged a deserved 
winner. 

Hirst is by some way the 


strongest of the shortlisted 
artists. During this deeada, he 
has been the dominant influ- 
ence on British art, b^ be- 
cause of his caustic work and 
his hi^prtrfUe personaUiy. 

, But arguably be deserved to 
win more in 1992 than now: 
1991 was his annus mirabUis 
— or maybe that should be 
annus horrlbiiis. His pickled 


shark was premiered at Saat- 
chi’s: his medicine cabinets 
and glass atid steel cubicles 
were shown at tbe ICA, he 
also made his first paintings 
in which freshly batched but- 
terOles were stuck to tbe sur- 
foce of still-wet painL 
Since then, new ideas 
haven't been coming quite so 
fast and furious. 























Five-page special: reports, analysis and comment | At the margins 





.r., 


ndreou on 
nrtor 


s fishing 

a stonn 


I' 




= »f 


Average driver 
could pay 
£60 a year 
extra as 
petrol, diesel 
and car tax 
discs go up 



Hospitals: Public investment 
down, private inv^ment up 
Schools: Doubts ’over extra cash 
Income tax: Onward towards 
the Chancellors 20p target 
Drink; Whisky industry hails cut in 
duty — beer and wine tax frozen 



How the package 
went down with 
families in crucial 
parliamentary 
seats from 
Edinburgh 
to Plymouth 


Public issues 


Housing: Big cuts in 
building and renovation grants 
will deepen homes crisis 
Foreign aid: Poor countries 
lose out by a cut of 5 per cent 
Transport: Road spending 
slashed by a quarter 
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Vulnerable groups ‘will pay price’ 


Squeeze on lone 
parents’ benefit 


Omid Brindte, Chris MMII 
and dams* HeUte 


L one parents aZHl the 
young jobless 
pay tbe price of the 
tax cots haxuted out 
yesterday by the 
Chancellor in sitaat could be 
tbe laA Budget before tZie 
next general election. 

Announcements made im- 
mediately after Kenneth 
Clarke’s speech con&med 
tibat the Government wiU 
push ahead with cuts in 
social security entitlements 
for lone par ent s, in effect eod- 
log dEdal rerognttion that 
they face some higher domes- 
tic costs. 

Ihe under-25s win also &ce 
curbs in el^iblliiy for bous- 
ing benefit, timitlng state 
h^ to the cost of shared ac- 
commodation rather than 
that a self-contained Sat 
'Hie annouocements — the 
full effects of which were not 
clear In the Chancellor’s 
spee<^ — prxmipted angry 
reactions fitm social w^fore 
groups- Tbe National Council 
for One-parent Families 
warned; "The Government 
should be in no doubt that the 
2.3 million - children in one- 
pareot families will suffer if 
they are driven into deeper 
p o vert y .” 

Shdter, the homelessness 
charity, said; “It is outrageous 
that tbe Cbaocell^ is raiding 
housing and social services 
budgets to fixnd tax cuts.” 

The cats affecting lone 
parents involve freezing both 
one-parent benefit, worth 
£6.30 a week to families 
tegardlesa d income, and the 
£5A0 a week paid to the poor- 
est l<me parents claiming in- 
come so^orL 

Beymri this. It emended 

Be n am' chu g— 

Mafii beneflt rates Afiril T9SS 


Pension (single) 61.15 

(couple) 97.75 

Incapacity benefil A1.15 

Unemployment benefit 4S.25 

Child benefit (1st chHd) 10.80 

' (other children) 8.80- 

One-parent benefit *6.30 

Income support (over 25) 47.90 

IS family premium 10 jS5 

IS lone parent premium 'SJIO 


* frozen 


that ministers plan to phase 
out both bmieSts. will 
be incmniorated hitn <»hiM 
benefit and inoome support 
fimily premium respectively. 

This will fimt no sew 
claims will be allowed and 
that existing riaimaats will 
see the value of their benefits 
gradually eroded. 

Peter LiZley. the Social Se- 
curity Secretary, said he 
would review the benefits an- 
nually. ''VChile I cannot pre- 
judge what 1 win. do in fixture 
years, my intmitiaa over time 
is to continue to narrow dm 
gap between lone-parent 
benefits and those which go to 
couples.” 

The minister put tbe “cost 
to the taxpayer” of lone 
parents at more than £9A 
billion. Some 900, (XX) &xoilies 
claim <me-parent bemefit and 
1.1 million receive the 
premium. 

Mr luiley announced a pilot 
scheme, to start in 1^7, 
which he said could help up 
to 25,000 lone parents get 
training and find 

A . spokeswoman for the 
National Council for One- 
Parent Families said that al- 
thou^ . this was welcome, 
many lone parents who could 
zipt take up work would be pe^ 
nalised. '‘Lone parents fece 
significant extra costs com- 
pared to couples.” 

The housing benefit cut will 
apply from October next year 
to ^ new oiaimg and to 
reviews of made af^ 

next January. It will affect an 
estimated 1^.000 daimants 
aged 16-24. 

Mr LUley said: ‘’Housing 
benefit should not provide an 
incentive for young pec^ to 
leave the paiental bcnne un- 
necessarily, or to take on 
high-priced accommodation 
at the taxpayer’s eagpense.” 

Nick Baynsfiod, Labour's 
housing spokesman, said 
young people would be 
"drivmx into squalid and dan- 
gerous houses in mnlti-oecu- 
pation which will not be prop 
erh^ r^nlated because the 
Govenunent reuses to intrp 
duce a proper licensing 
scheme.” 

• The genmal increase m 
contributory benefits, next 
April will be 3J9 per cent 
Most means-tested benefits 
will rise 3 per cent 



T rapped by 
an imbalance 
in the books 



Alex Brummer 




Box of tricks . . . Kezmetii Clarke leaves for the Cknxunous yesterday with his wife, Gillian photooraph: graham turner 


Tax cut leaves Clarke several pennies short of heaven 



Simon Hoggart 


M Ps ON both sides 
dearly thought it was 
me -ot the pivotal mo- 
meats o£ recent British his- 
tory. *My fi"al proposal to 
thefribre to reduce the basic 
rate d income tax by one 
penny,” Mr Clarke said, al- 
most at tine end his speech. 


It took maybe two nanoseo- 
ends to sink in. In this period. 
Labour MPs passed at speed 
through first inocfniprehen’ 
sion, then astantohmeut then 
relief, and finally utter to- 
One lousy. ' mto^able 

penny! After all that 
AH mat briefing and leaking 
arui speculation and predic- 
tion! Just one tiny peel 
As transcendent happiness 
consumed .them they hegan 
waving and Jeering at tbe 
Tory benches, shouting "Bye, 
bye!”, some using tiiat swing- 
ing motkm oTan outslietched 
arm, us^ at football grounds 
to accompany tbe chant: 
“lhey*ve all gone qniet over 
there.” 

• And so tiisy bad. When Mr 
Clarke sat down a moment 
later, tbe Tories gave mwi a 


cheer TnaT-v»ii both by its 
brevity and Hs poor quality. 

There were Tories cheer- 
ing, but they were the wreog 
Tories. They were the likes 
Blaine Eellet-Bowman and 
Michael Fabricant, persons 
who vrauld cheer a Slaughtw 
of the FirstbamBiU if a Tory 
introduced it The MPs who 
mttHpv made diffuse “mwazr 
mwarr” noises. You could leQ 
bow ^um they were;. *18 that 
it?” said Mr Skhmer. 

This to not to say that it was 
a bad Bu^et, of course. Con- 
trary to hto image as a politi- 
cal bead-banger. Mr Clarke to 
actaally a cautious pciliticlan, 
and this was a cautious Bud- 
get. The foct that it has an- 
noyed tile Tory ri^ will 
baro brought Um an extra 
flrtoson of pteesure. 


Mr Clarke arrived and at- 
tempted to sit down, between 
Messrs- Major and Eeseltine, 
on an already crammed front 
bench. Mr WaM^rave tried 
to get in too and eventoally 
succeeded, so that for a few 
ddightfiil mommits tiie 
Cabinet was sq ueezin g first 
one riieek, then file oQwr, in a 
graceful Dance of the 
Buttocks. 

Mr Clarke b^an cheerily; 
“I have alrea^ said that 1 
have been lookhig forward to 
this year’s Budget” 

It was Labour's tom to 
sqaiim. This threatened to be 
worse than th» thov^t 
The Chaxicenor continued: 
*T am eiQioying each a littie 
more as 1 ^ nearer my goal. ” 
“Retirement!” shouted a 
Labour yob. Their straff at 


this point was to wipe Ihe 
smug smile off hto face. ''We 
beUSoe in the po^es of low 
taxation,” he said, and they 
Jeered. 

Then be announced that 
"the PSBR is the difference 
between two atormous nusv- 
bers!” This teaching-the-tiny- 
tots line, seemingly out of 
Blue Peter (“now, kids, if you 
put a pea on an orange, ifU 
give you some idea of what a 
beadl ball would look like on 
top of St Paul's!”) had Labour 
baying with scornful riee. 

He ki^ repeating ^ same 
phrase: “Britain is the enter- 
prise centre d Europe,’' and 
this gave the speech a certain 
robotic quality. The Tories 
are imitating Labour's strat- 
esF. in the belief that if you 
repeat everything often 


enou^ it will finally pene- 
trate the electorate's thick 
bead. 

Labour’s soundbites, end- 
lessly repeated by Mr Blair, 
were that what the Govern- 
ment gives with one hand, it 
takes with the othtf As he 
pointed with one hand, -be 
Jabbed with the other. 

His second noise-nibble 
was: “This vriU be known as 
the *7p up. ip down' Budget,” 
a slogan hastily revised fiiim 
“2pdown”. 

This technique gives de- 
bates an oddly dead, morning- 
less air, as if Mr Clarlte were 
to say passkmartely that Coca- 
Cola was the real thing; while 
Mr Blair leaned across tite 
despatch box and angrily 
averred that Pepsi was tbe 
cboice da new generation. 


T he substance d Ken- 
neth Clarke’s third 
Budget rarely matched 
the flamboyant ges- 
tures and rumbustious rheto- 
ric with which it was ddiv- 
ered. The Chancellor, deiqilte 
all his brilliant presenta- 
tional skills, found himself a 
caged policymakm* trapped by 
tbe Mgh political mtpecta- 
tlons of the Tory back- 
beitoh^ and a shazp, sUri^tly 
mystical, turn for tbe worst in 
tlm public finances. 

As a consequNice his Bud- 
get has a strangely unfinished 
quality about it Britain, it 
seems, wUl be kept waiting 
for the rest of foe feelgood 
measures: firstly, almost cer- 
tainly befme the end of this 
year, the cut in bank b^ 
rates and mortgage rates 
which will cheer «^05t every 
femlly and business in the 
nation. Second will come tiie 
real pre-election Budget ^ 
tiito time next year — which 
wQl radically push the fron- 
tiers of the Conservative tax 
catting agenda. 

There had been a tendenoy, 
in all quartets, to believe that 
because time to running out 
for foe CoDservativee, bfr 
Clarice would go fix' broke 
yesterday. Perhaps one 
should have listened to what 
he was saying more careftilly: 
that tbe tax cuts would not be 
made at the expense d a 
wid» budget deficit 
The shaiT> deterloratioD in 
file public sector borrowi n g 
requirement is at file core cf 
the budget judgment In feet if 
one emnpares foe figures in 
this year's Red Book with last 
year’s, it becomes clear that 
the schedule has slfriped 12 
moufiis. Thus ixetead of a 
PSBR in 1995/96 of £21.5 
I hull on, it has swollen to 
bililon. In 1996/97, foe year on 
which this Budget to focused, 
it will be £22.5 billion against 
I just £13 billion in the previ- 
ous Budget documents. Bad 
matters turned out as the 
Chancellor supposed, the 
nation could have been lock- 
ing at extraordinary tax 
reductions and a strong feet 
good factor. 

So what has gone wrong? 
Normally the problems can be 
found on tbe spending side of 
the equation. But there foe 
hatches have been success- 
fully battened down. 

This time the ^oblem has 
been on tax receipts. Lower 
I than expected consumer 
spending has bitten hard into 
foe tax take from VAT. And 
in a period when company 
profits have been booming 
there has surprisingly been 


no bonanza in corporation 
tax. 

The Treasury plainly to 
puzzled hy this. It to now 
hopeful, however, that having 
over-egged the pudding last 
year by foresting a dra- 
matic imisroveinent in the 
PSBR in 1996/97. it have 
gone too for in producing the 
more downbrat numbaie this 
time. 

This win largely depend on 
the accuracy of the economic 
assumptions at tbe centre of 
the Bud^ The most difficult 
to flUfil would appear to he 
the 3 per cent growth pre- 
dicted for 1996. This is 
towards tbe top end of the pri- 
vate sector forecasts. Bow^ 
ever, pei^ps tbe Govern- 
ment knows samething on 
this score: that the Chancer 
is prcfiared to with foe 
current pause in growth by 
bringing down Interest rates. 

The confidence the Chan- 
cellor displayed in the <>ov- 
ermnent’s ability to hit its in- 
flation target suggested that 
he has few worries about thia. 
The only issue in the Square 
Mile last night was whether 
Mr Clarice would briz^ base 
rates down half a point al- 
most immediately, or wait 
until hto next meeting with 
tbe Governor of the Bank of 
England. Eddie on 

December 13. 

Even thoujfo the tax cuts 
were not as dramatic as some 


Thefearforthe 
Government is that 
its future is so 
closely tied to the 
level of growth 


bad expected one should not 
underplay tbe fiscal stimulus 
which will he provide by the 
£3.1 billion in tax ehangeg 

By fer file most important 
of these is, itf course, the new 
24 per cent basic rate, which 
in afhll year would pump £1.6 
billioa into fise economy. But 
one cannot ignore the £800 
mfilion hiiUten in file decirion 
to give some 14 million build- 
ing society and bank deposi- 
toi3 a tax break with 20 per 

cent on savings, a figure 
which has now become a 
totem for the Tories. 

There might be some con- 
cern that the benefit of the tax 
cuts will be outwei^ied by 
sharp reductions in capital 
spending, but here tbe Trea- 
sury has pinned its beliefe on 
the haplessly inadequately 
managed private finance 
initiative. 

The feu" for the Major ad- 
ministration now is that its 
fotura to so elo^ tied to the 
level d growth n ert year, 
which will be tough to 
achieve without serious risks. 
But wlttiout that growth foe 
public finances in the 
numths before the election 
could be every bit as con- 
straining as they were 
yesterday. 
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Scots 

family 

reacts 

coolly 

I T it was a laspbarry, it 
was a mnffiied, Scottish 
variety, writes Erienti 
(Houston. 

Peter Copland (left, with 
Jbus &mily), received tiie 
Budget cooQy, his welcome 
fbr oertain pablic spending 
increases tempered by the 
snspicion that most of the 
goodies would remain 
soQtta of the border. 

**The Tories could do a lot 
more for Scotland,” 


Clarke woos middle class 


Chancellor puts 
the family at 
heart of speech 


Income tax 


Mmgaret Hughes 
Petsenal FInaiwe Edflor 


Y hacking away at 
a raft of tax rates 
and allowances the 
Chancellor was 
clearly to 

deliver a Budget which would 
appeal to the Tory-voting 
middle classes. 

Kenneth Clarke went for 
the headline grabbing cut In 
tile basic rate of tax • though 
limiting the cut to only Ip — 


he substantially widened the 
lower 20p tax band, and 
raised by more than neces- 
sary to respond to inflation 
the tax-free personal allow- 
ance as well as the threshold 
at which the higher 40 per 
cent tax rate starts to bite. 

Not forgetting "the family”, 
to which he constantly 
referred to in his Bud^t 
speech, the Chancellor in- 
creased the married couple's 
allowanoe. 

In announcing these 
changes be claimed that, 
tc^tlwr with the tax cut on 
savings returns, the Govern- 
ment had moved “much 


closer to a 20p tax rate for all 
income." 

Mr Clarke, who stressed 
that the aim ^ his income tox 
cuts was "to allow people to 
keep more of what they 
earned and save”, claimed 
that on average household 
would be £150 better off next 
year as a result of his raft of 
income tax cuts. 

Unlike in last year's Bud- 
get, married couples gain 
more than single people. 

A married couple, with or 
without children, with earn- 1 
ings of £20.000 will be £18^24 
better off a month, while a 
sin^e person with similar 
earnings will be only £17.36 
better off. 

After taking into account 
indirect taxes such as those 
on petrol and tobacco, the 
same married couple will be 
£14.98 better off 

Chris Pond of the Liow Pay 
Unit branded the budget as 
"shameful", saying that wh^ 
the poor would get a 50p per 
week tax cut the better off 
will get £10. 


Alan Jlnkinson. general 
secretary of Unison, foe pub- 
lic services union, warned 
against “Hush Puppies bear- 
ing gifts". 

He argued that the Budget 
“still leaves people more 
heavily taxed than they were 
when this government took 
office — and public services 
are being devastated to pay 
for the tax cuts". By cutting 
the basic rate to 24p the Chan- 
cellor has given 20 million 
taxpayers an extra penny in 
their pocket for each pound 
I the>- earn. This is the first 
' time that the basic rate of tax 
has been cut since 1968 when 
the then Chancellor. Nigel 
Lawson, routed the base 
rate from 3C^ to 2Sp. 

By widening the 20p band 
by £700 ^ three times the rate 
of inflation — to £3,900 he has 
brou0it nearly l million of 
those 20 milliOQ taxpayers 
into the lowest tax net 

From next year, about a 
quarter of Britain’s 26 million 
taxpayers will pay tax only at 
20 per cent 


Some 200,000 taxpayers will 
be taken out of tiie net alto- 
gether as a result of the £240 
Increase to £3,765 in the per- 
sonal allowance. 

This includes pensioners 
whose perstmal allowance has 
been raised by £280 to £4,910 if 
they are aged between 65 and 
74 and by £290 to £5,090 for 
those aged 75 and over. 

The income limit above 
which age allowance is 
clawed back at the rate o( £1 
for every £2 of income above 
the ceiling, has been in- 
creased in line with inflation 
to £15,200. 

Middle income voters, who 
have been increasingly hit by 
foe higher tax rate wel- 
come the Chancellor's move 
to raise the threshold at 
which the 40p rate starts to 
bite by £200 more than inflar 
Hon to £25.500. 

The number taxpayers in 
the higher rate net has 
trebled to 2.1 million since the 
Tories came to-power in 1979. 

The Chancellor claimed tt 
to be a myth that the tax sys- 


growied the sesilor estima- 
tor finr Whnpey Homes, 41, 
refusing' fo publicly 

thankful for the extra £4.35 
a week the tax acUtistmeuts 
leave him from his £20,000 
salary, only got 

six MPs in Scotlaud, so 
they’ll be looking fo belp ' 
some elsewhere.** 

Ten MPs MtoaUy, but Mr 
(gland’s drift was clear. 
•^Ihey’re m.ore than lik^y 
to 'the VAT, and 

-with the rise in car and fuel 
tax most of my £4.35 will be 
taken care of,” he said. His 
employer supples him with 
a 1.7-Iitre turbo Cavalier, 

' he calculates that patting 
petrol into his wlfC Carors 
1934 Fiesta will set the 
boDsehfdd back £100. 

Mrs Copland’s share of 
the £6,500 she earns at the 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
wUi go up by roomily £1. 
The freeze in beer and wine 
dntles will help a hoase- 
hold which consiunes four 


Tax facts 


botties of wine and £10 
worth of beer a month. But 
Mr Copland gave little 
credit to tbe Chancellor for 
knoc^g 27p off wUsky*. 
”There’s still an awfbl lot 
of duty paid.” 

Mr Clarke had more luck 
with bis idans to cot White- 
hall waste. ‘Tf s about time 
too.” Mr Copland sabL ”1 
feel they get money for old 
rope in the deeper reaches 
of Government.” 

The Copland vote was nM 
seduced by the doabling of 
the asset limit for Umgcare 
patients from £8,000 to 
£16,000. "They should have 
rate^ It to something more 
snbsfontial like E40U100.’* 
Tbe Coplands’ children. 
Alex, aged 12, and Gayle. 
fling , will not benefit from 
the rise in the tax-free limit 
for inheritance tax. “They 
could drop it well below 
what it b before we’re af- 
fected,” sighed Mr Copland. 

mOIOQHAPH: MURDO UadSOO 


tem penalised married cou- 
ples. However, with Tory vot- 
ers clearly in mi^ be did in- 
crease tile married couple’s 
allowance by £70 to £1,790. 

Tax relief on mamtenanet. 
paymente will be similarly in- 
creased, as will tbe single 
parent's additional allowance 
and tbe widow’s bereavement 
allowance. 

While Mr Clarke’s tax cuts 
win put more money in every 
taxpayer’s pocket, revellers at 
the Chancellor’s favourite 
pub, tbe Dog and Duck, are 
more Ulbly to be celebrating 
the cut in betting and pools 
duties, while knocking back 
that now-cbeaper whisky, 
than counting the extra 
pounds they will not see till 
next April. 

To the disappointment I 
many, a Chancellor known I 
for pulli^ rabbits out of hats 
did not come up wifo any tiew 
tricks, and was soon under 
atta<dc for doing more to help 
the well heeled than the poor 
— and not just firom foe 
Labour Party. 


Income tax allowances 

Personal allowances 

Married couples allowance, 
fodlQonal personal aflowance and 
widow's bereavement allowance 

For people aged 65-74: 

personal allowance 
maried couple's allowance 

Fh people aged 75 and over, 
personal allowance 
married couple's allowance 

income limit for age rtiated allowancs 
Blind person's allowance 


1 

£3,525 


1996-97 

£3.765 


£4,800 ES.090 

£3.035* £3.-155* 

£14.600 £15,200 

£1,200 £1.250 

•fktatBmtteilto 15% 


Bands of taxable income 

Lowerrate-20% 0-S3200 0-E3.900 

Basic rate - 25% £3.201 - £24.300 £3.901 - £25.500 


Basic rate - 25% 
Higher rate - 40% 


over £24.300 over £25,500 


Other allowances smd thresholds 

Capital gains tax annual exempt amount 

Individuals £6.000 £6,300 

Inherihncetex threshold £154.000 £200,000 


Souice: Coopers S Lybrand 


Cheer as Ken nips 27p Balancing the books 1996-97 Disappointed 
off a bottle of Scotch Where the businesses rue 


Drinks/tobacco 


Lisa Buddngham 


MMMHISKY drinkers last 
celebrated foe 
W first cut fo excise duty 
for a century after the Chancel- 
lor reversed last year's 4per 
cmtt hike tn taxes in an effort 
to help tbe tadus^ press its 
case for lower duties overseas. 
Ihe last cut, in 1865. reduced 
duty on a bottie oi Scotch by 
■/^ptolsSd. 

The decision by Kenneth 
Clarke — who punctuated his 
Budget speech with foe occa- 
sional swig of the hard stuff 
— means an average bottle of 
whisky and other spirits 
should cost about 27p less, a 
return to foe prices of two 
years ago, In a move which 
the industry hailed as "ex- 
tremely go^ news". 

Scotch Whisky is one of 
Britafo's five largest export 
industry's — worth more 
than £1 billion a year in over- 
seas sales — and Mr Clarke 
said the reduction should 
help foe sector's abilitj* to se- 
cure tax cuts overseas. 

In tbe domestic market, 


however, where tax accounts 
for about 70 per cent of the 
price of a bottle and sales 
have dropped by alnvost a 
third since 1979, foe duty cut 
could well signal a fresh out- 
break In competition between 
whisky manufacturers In foe 
run up to Christmas. The 
watchdog. Alcohol Concern, 
predicted a rise in the inci- 
dence of alcoholism and 
drink-related crime. 

The rest of the drinks In- 
dustry was less content that 
the Chancellor had decided to 
freeae duty on a pint of beer 
and bottle of wine, although 
Sp will be added to foe price 
of a pint of strong cider from 
next October. The tax on forti- 
fied wine will be cut by 12p a 
bottle from January. 

The Wine and Spirits 
Association said Mr Clarke 
had ignored the scale of cross- 
border shopping which is es- 
timated to deprive foe Exche- 
quer of more than 
£450 million of tax revenues 
each year and is thought to 
cost Britain's domestic drin^ 
industry something ap. 
preaching £1.3 billion a year. 

Carlsberg-Tetiey. which 
last montli shut one of the 
I counby's largest breweries. 


Dearer fuel duties 
leave drivers to 
pick up the tab 


predicted that more Jobs 
would be lost from foe indus- 
try without government help, 
'“rhe British beer drinker 
pays around seven times 
more in duty than a French 
drinker. Bach day fo tbe run 
up to Christmas ... it Is esti- 
mated foot 600 vans will have 
cross^ the Channel carrying 
beer from France." 

Tbe tobacco industry was 
filming foat the Chancellor 
had raised duty by more than 
the 3per cent a year to which 
he was committed. But the 
4.4 per cent tax increase, which 
adds about I5p to a pack of 2i) 
cigarettes, 6p to a small packet 
of cigars and 8p to 2S grams of 
pipe tobacco, was welcomed by 
the anti-stuoking ^up ASH 
as well as tbe British Medical 
Association 

The Tobacco Manufactur- 
ers' Association said Mr 
Clarke had made a "token I 
gesture" towards the prob- ' 
lems of cross-border shopping 
by pegging duty on bankroll- 
ing tobacco. About half of all 
UK sales of this type of 
tobacco are said to be 
smuggled from the C-ontlnent 
and the best-selling brand in 
Britain is not officially on 
sale iiere. 


Proprietors 
given 
incentive 
to seii 


Companies 


Motoring 


tenWyile 

D rivers wUi pick up 
the bill for yester- 
day's tax cuts, accord- 
ing to motoring organisa- 
tions, which estimate 
Budget measures will cost 
the average motorist some 
£55 over the next year. 

In line with his 1993 Bud- 
get pled^ to raise road ftiel 
duties on average by at 
le^t 5 per cent in real 
terms each year, the Chan- 
cellor yesterday raised tax 
on leaded, unleaded and 
super-nuleaded petrol and 
diesel b>- 3,Sp per litre. 

Amid concern about the 
increased emission of 
hannfril aromatics sucb as 
benzene. Mr Clarke has 
also targeted super-un- 
leaded petrol for further 
*av. promising another in- 
crease of 3,9p per litre from 
May 1996. The duty on 
cleaner fuels, such as com- 
natural gas and liq- 
uid petroleum gas, has been 
cut by 15 percent. 

Both the AA and RAC es- 
timate the rise in fuel 
duties will add £50 to the 
average motorist’s costs. 
Someone doing SO.OOO miles 
a year will ha%'e to Find an 

extra £265. , _ . . 

Tesco and Sainsbui> 
have promised to freeze 


their petrol prices until 
Monday. 

Vehicle excise duty has 
been increased by £5 to 
£140. but cars and motorcy- 
cles more than 25 years old 
are to be exempt from road 
tax. a move which will take 
15D.OOQ classic vehicles out 
of the road-tax net. Excise 
duties oo lorries have been 
frozen for the sUtb Budget 
in succession. 

Under a new system of 
“continuous licensing’’, 
drivers will be required to 
j notify' the Driver Vebicle 
! and Licensing Agency 
(DVLA) if they are taking 
their car off tbe road and 
not renewing ttaelr ta.\ disc. 
According to the Depart- 
ment of Transport, contfou- 
OQS licensing will prevent 
“month skipping" where 
the car-owner lea%'es one or I 
more months between one ' 
tax disc expiring and buy- 
ing a new one. 

According to the AA. 
motorists are the Budget's 
“biggest victims''. A 
spokeswoman said: “It's 
not fair to use motorists' 
money to fund tax cuts 
while the countiy’s trans- 
port infrastructure falls 
apart." 

TUc RAC said the In- 
crease in petrol prices 
would have no environmen- 
tal benefit and that the el- 
derly and those living in 
rural areas would be hard- 
est hit. 


Patrick Donovan 


Income Tax 70,2 




Corporation Tax 26B 


E ntrepreneurs who 

have helped build pri- 
vately controlled businesses 
ha%*e been given a big boost 
by Budget changes, according 
to leading to.\ accountants. 

Proprietors now have an 
added incentive for early 
retirement as the qualif^’fog 
age for tax exemption on the 
sale of a non-quoted company 
has been reduced from 55 tn 

50 years. 

The Chancellor has also ex- 
tended ti.x exemption on the 
sale of all shares in a pri- 
vately-held busine<!5. Prmn- 
ously. this concession only 
applied to stakes representing 
at least 25 per cent of the 
company. 

The new rules apply to any 
stake held for at least two 
ye.*! PS 

Accountants Coopers & Ly- 
brand last nigbt said the 
I move would particularly ben- 
efit minority shareholders, 
including employees. 

Ei n&t & Young added: "This 
will encourage entrepreneurs 
to build up their businesses 
confident lhat ttwi' will be 
able to pass them on. 

"The reduction oE foe mini- 
mum age to 5U for qualuying 
relief on sale will alki help to 
ensure that succe.sful entre- 
preneurs are able to use the 
pr-xeed*! fmm the sale of 
their nwn business through 
I'e-investmeiit in other 
younger bustiii.-sses " 


VA.T A7J9 


Petrol Duty 17,4 

Tobacco Duty 7.7 
Drink Duties 5.7 
Business Rates 14.7 


Social Security 
ConlribuUons 46.9 


Council Tax 9,9 
interest 5 Dividends 4.8 


Others 33D 






Reempts 

£284.8bn 


Expenditure 

£308.3bn 


lack of action 


I Small firms 


Celia Weston 
Enterprise Editor 


D isappointed, was the 
verdict osi the measures 
isteoded by tbe Chan- 
oellor directly or indirectly to 

help smaller ffmui an<l famil y 
businesses. 

Mr Oorke announced a cut 
in the cap on increases In 
business rates. The cap will 
be cut from 10 per cent to 7.5 
per cent for 1996-97. 

The maximum rate in- 
crease for small properties 
would be 5 per cent instead of 
7.5 per cent, benefiting uni- 
form business ratepayers in 
an estimated 870,000 smaller 
properties, defined as having 
a rateable value cf £10,000, or 
£15,000 in Greater London. 

Bfr Clarke also announced 
be was extending capital 
gains tax relirf to owner-man- 
agers selling foeir businesses 
wd allowing Inheritance tax 
relief at 100 per cent to un- 
quoted sfaareholdtogs, what- 
ever their size. *Tt is foe mark 
a government that backs 
en t e tT^rtse." he said - 
Hie said the sm^ compa- 
nies rate of corporation tax, 
which since 1983 has been 
pegged to the basic tax rate, 
would be cut from 25 per cent 
to 24 per cent. 

Ihe Inland Revenue esti- 
mates that up to- 350,000 com- 
panies, representing more 
than 85 per cent of those 
which pay tax, should benefit 
A 0.2 per cent reduction in 
employers' National Insur- 
ance contributions from April 
1997 asui 'foe lower b^c rate 
of tax affecting seff-employecl 
Schedule D taxpayers would 
also help stoafler firms. 

Although the measures 
were broadly welcomed, the 
Federation of Small Busi- 
nesses said that there was no 
eucouragement for growth 
and a lot of tinkering aro und 


AL enmes: SIEVE vusis ' 


"We asked for an unexcit- 
ing Budget and got it,” said 
Richard Brown, d^uty dira- 
tor-general Of the 200.000- 
stFong British Chambers 
Commerce. He said that al- 
though commerce and indus- 
try would welcome the vari- 


ous tax and rate measures, 
they would be concerned that 
public spending cuts may be 
achieved at the expense of 
infirastmeture projects rather 
than through efficiency sav- 
ings. 

His cennments were echoed 
by other smaller firm pres- 
sure groups, some of which 
also criticised the lack oS help 
for smaller companies to 
raise finance and foe paucity 
of proposals to encourage 
investment 

Tom Preece, the FSB’s fi- 
nancial aiTalrs chairman, 
said. "There was no help to 
accelerate investment in the 
business sector through the 
re-introduction of 100 per cent 
capital aflowances." 

Mr Preece said the FSB 
would be looking for an Inter- 
est rate cut after tbe Chancel- 
lor's meeting next month 
with the Bank of England 
governor. 

The Fonun of Private Busi- 
ness said although the Budget 
was "a prudent afikir” it was 
disappointed that the Chan- 
cellor had failed to acknowl- 


CBI spokesman 
welcomes 
treatment of family 
firms ‘but would 
have preferred 
more measures to 
encourage 
investment’ 


edge tbe problem of late pay- 
ment which it dest^bed as "a 
£20 billion national scandaL" 

Another omisston. said tbe 
FPB, was a failure to stream- 
line the regulations govern- 
ing Fay As You Eianj and 
National Insurance contrfou- 
tiODs. 

The Confederation of Brit- 
ish Industry’s small and me- 
dium enterprises unit spokes- 
man, Dr Ian Peters, said there 
were some welcome measures 
for fkmily firms "but we 
would have preferred to see 
more measures to encourage 
I Investment”. 


Simple English still taxes the Revenue 


Dan Atkinson 

N ever let it be said foe 
Inland Revenue faded 
to move swiftly Into 
action yi;'$terday in response 
to the Chancellor's campaign 
for ta.'C lav; to be simpUTied 
and written in plain English. 
The Revenue's po.«it-Budget 
statement on ,the matter tREV 
20) demonstrated a manful .at- 
tempt to get to grips with this 
cieoi'-writins lark 
Tliore IS a rmuinu decUu-a- 


tion. quoted at length, from 
foe pialn-En^ish campaign’s 
founder, former Flxianclal 
Secretary Sir George Young, 
in Februaiy 1993: . . the 

Revenue should start some 
work ... to provide Treasury 
ministers with a fuller appr^ 
elation of whether the simpli- 
fication of a major part of the ' 
existing body of tax legisla- 
tion is a practical proposi- 
tion''. 

Sir George went on to dis- 
cuss "resource iraplicatloruc" 
(plain English for "the biU"). 


“timescaie” and tbe need "to 
take full account (tf foe pro- 
gress of the TLRC and the 
Special Committee'’. 

Nearly three y'ears (m, and 
plain English iSir Geoige- 
style) has made great strides 
in ^ Revenue. Yesterday's 
statement made much of 
something called “Section 160 
FA 1995”, and explained in I 
the cleat^t language imagin- ' 
able, the process whereby foe 
"simplified" tax code will be 
approved by ParliamenL 

"New tax legislation is en- 


acted through the annual Fi- 
nance Bill" OK SO for? "Prom 
time to time easting I^isla- 
tion is ’consolidated' — that 
is. brou^t together in a more 
coDveniem form but without 
ch an ging foe words.'' Ri^L 
"Thm'e is a special parliamen- 
tary procedure for that. 
Rewritten tax legislation 
would not fall into either cate- ; 
gory." Uh-huh. 'll wofuld not ' 
be entirely new rules, bat it 
would be mrutfi more than foe 
present words." Yes. 

The statement also warns 


that; ‘This proposal is not 
about simplifying the policy 
underlying those taxes." The 
aforementioned policy wiu 
presumably, remain as tan- 
ked and incomprehensible as 
ever, assuming, of course 
that there is any sort of policy 
at all. 

No. it is a response to 
“widespread criticism that 
tax law is not cmly lengthy 
and has complex rules, but 
that It Is expressed in an un- 
necessarily confusing way " 

I Surely noti 




I 
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At the margins 


ConstRuency; Oeibyshirs hiit 
kingdom straddBng Panninao. 
El»cterate8 7l^ 
Uneoiployiiiaiife6.l percent 
(2,358) in September 1 995. 

MP: Charles Hendry. Genera] 
electicin: Hendrjr (Q 27,538; Tom 
Levm (Lab)22.7i9: Simon 
MotbytUbDem) 8.861 . 



Aim; Peak national park 
anduBcea some down-to-earth 
towns. IntheGamesley ward of 
Glossop, the largest of several 
fbimertexble centres still looking 
for retlsbie nawroie. one man in 
sbc is unemployed. Buxton finds 
tourism a come-and-go affair. 
Quarrying keeps busy, 
sometimee at odds with tourism 
and farming, ^rectacular 
acenery Includes its share of 
^oservolrs — windfall tax on 
waterfimis could have echoes 
here. 

Pi’oapocl*! Labour hacked ttw 
seat down from 1 0Sth on th^ 
ta^et list irr 1992 to a mere 53rd 
this time. Tradttional harp winters 
made HerKfr/s vote fbri 7A per 
cent VAT on fuel particularfy 
high-risk; Labour also 
diet High PeekeiB now pay 
£27.837.357 more hi tax then 
they did at the time of the last 
pon. 



BUDGET 95/TAXATION 5 


‘Broad 
interest’ 
needs 
not met 


K enneth ciarke 

spared the main vice 
in the BoU/Mattfaews 
boDsebold (left) at Glossop, 
Derbyshire: “probably 
aboat 30 pints of beer a 
week, plus half a di»en 
bottles of wine.’* as Bill 
Robb estifflates cheerftally. 
But that isn’t giAns to win 
his party the family’s two 
rotes, lerites Martin 
Waimeright. 

Daily contact with the 


groond-dowB Side of local 
lift left them unhapi^ with 
the Qtaneellor's division of 
Spoils. 

**Itae Qsiire that struck 
me Qxim the TV was the in- 
come tax calculation: 7Zp 
extra for the man on £5.000; 
£10 for the one on £25.000.** 
said Mr Robb, 49. a littfa- 
ture lecturer at Manchester 
Metropolitan University. 

WoQjdnt that clinch the 
self-interest vote? ’*1 don’t 
think so.” he said. '^Narrow 
self-interest — perceiving 
yourself to have a bit more 
cash — isn’t the only sort. 
Broad self-interest, want- 
ins more fbr schools, hospi- 
tals and housing, is gai n i ng 
groundj*’ 

Mr Clarice’s claim to be 
putting more money Into 
“broad interest” nelds 
didn’t convince elthm* Bill 
or Jane- As a governor of 
Us sevm-yearold daughter 
Isobel’s school. Mr Robb 
said sceptically: “The 


£800 million he’s taUcing 
about is money ihat*s previ- 
ously be«t takmi away, not 
new flindlng.” 

Jane. 37. regretted the ab- 
sence of a windfoU. tax on 
utUltiea. “That would have 
been ri|^t — a^ probably, 
popular. This package 
doesn’t look as though it's 
going to help those who 
need help. In education, 
there’s a long way to go be- 
fbrs we get back to what we 
need.” She singled oat the 
reduction of boosing bene- 
fit for under-25s as an 
ala rming step back. 

Bill added: “It’s hardly 
gniMg to give the stimulus 
for new building which a 
recovery budget should 
do.” Re also wanted to 
know: “What’s the reason- 
ing behind raising Inheri- 
tance tax thresholds to 
£200,000? To me. that 
sounds like an awfUl lot <rf 
money to go without tax.” 
PHOTOGRAPH: DON MCPHEE 


Share options 


‘Grey voters’ |U-tum will give relief to low-paid staff 

wooed with 

more nursing 
care support 


Bafaich Powon a n 
CHyEdHor 




Pensioners 


Ian King and 
PauHne SprfnBStt 


B RITAIN’S lOrnmion 
pensioners — a key 
constituency the Gov- 
ernment n^ed msd 
wanted to win over — were 
wooed by the Chancellor in a 
series of eye-catching an 
flouncements. 

But Kenneth Clarke’s pro- 
posals to help pensioners and 
older people, particularly 
those forced to provide for 
their own long-term care, 
provoked a mix^ response. 

Age Concern expressed 
‘'delight*' with the tneasores 
to allow people paying for 
their own care to k^> more 
of their nest-^SS, but Help 
the Aged said it was “ex- 
tremely disappointed'*. 

Other moves dn ^ig ned to 
win the grey vote include the 
exemptlra from tax of bote- 
fits fst>m a range of insarance 
policies providing long-term 
care, and £800 millioD-worth 
of tax cuts on bank and build- 
toc iMK;iety savings. . 

In bis main measure, ex- 
pected to benefit up to 50.000 
pensioners In its ftist year, 
Mr Clarke doubled the 
threshold that cuts off state 
help for people paying their 
own nursing home fees. 

At present, anyone with 
savings of more than £8,000 
ma>’ not qualify for any state 
assistance towards the cost cf 
nursing home fees, while 
anyone with savings of £3,000 
or over receives only paxiial 
assistance. 

However, under the Chan- 
cellor's prcqpo^s. people will 
now be able to keep up to 
£10.000 of their savings be- 
fore being required to con- 
tribute to the coat of their 
care, while only those with 
savix^ of over £18,000 wiU be 
made to stump up the mtire 
amount. 

Announcing the measures, 
Mr Clarke said he wanted to 
help “people who had worked 
uid saved all their lives’', 
adding that the current lim- 
its were “Dar too low*’. 


But he also pledged to look 
Into what be tailed “an 
vative range of proposals’’ to 
allow people with over 
£18,000 of assets to ke^ more 
of their capitaL 

He went on: “We are study- 
ing in paitknilar fiie concept 
.of so-called partnership 
schemas . . . eambhung state 
provision tor ftie needy wiftt 
reward for the thrifty who 
make provision 'for them- 
sdves.” 

The move was weleoned by 
Sally Oreengrosa, director 
genmal of Ccmcem, who 
said older people wotiied 
about payhig fbr care would 
be“deli8hted“.- 

However, Ms Greengross 
added a note of caution, say- 
ing she hoped something 
would also be done for people 
ndxMte capital bad alim^ 
been reduced below the new 

Help the Aged criticised 
the Government for “failing 
to tackle the fundamental 
problem long- term eare“. 
The Clarity said Mr Clarke 
had paid "Up service” to the 
issue, and bad done notiting 
to help eldm'ly people staying 
in their own hconee. 

There was also a guarded 
response ttom Anchw, a 
non-proQt making organisa- 
tion which provides housing 
and care for seme 50.000 el- 
derly people across the 
country. 

Spokesman John Belcher 
said raising the threshold 
would have “little etfoct“ cm 
foe number of pec^ foorced 
to sell their homes to pay for 
their care, and warned tiiat 
the Chancellor’s measures 
would only “patch oof' foe 
problem. 

Be added: "Raising the 
threshold win czify diffbse the 
beat without providing a 
lOQg-tenn solatia Ihe dlKr- 
ent chiuging policies which 
currently exist between dff- 
forait local authorities is an 
unfitir systmn. a lottery wbich 
decides who has to pay for 
case." 

Meanwhile, the PtudmtiaL 
Britain’s Ingest life hisarsr, 
was also sceptlcaL msisting 
that the move was “not 
significant". 


UNDREDS of thou- 
sands of lower-paid 
staff employed by 
leading quoted com- 
panies look set for a share- 
option bonanza after the 
Chancellor yesterday an- 
nounced a surprise about- 
turn on tile tax treatment of 
company share incentive 
schemes. 

Plans to give tax relief on 
ah option parkagaa wofth Up 
to £29.000 will allow ^wing 
numbers of catiinary employ- 


ees the chance to build up a 
profitable stake in their em- 
ployer,. said tax experts at 
Coopers & Lybrand. 

It will benefit the Govern- 
ment pidltically by telping to 
Imxove tiw image of optioc 
packages, which are widely 
seen as the exclusive presen'e 
of an overpaid elite of direc- 
fon. 

Mr Clarke yesterday fUr- 
tlwr widened the popularify 
ct savlngs-related share op- 
tions 1^ introducing a new 
three-year contract, in addi- 
tion to existing five and 
seven-year contracts. 

He has also reduced ftom 
£10 to £S the minimum 
monthly saving necessary to 
qualify for such a scheme. For 


separate profit-sharing 
schemes the qualifying perM 
over which shares must be 
heQd has been cut from fix's to 
three years. 

Tlie move, which repre- 
sents yet another plank in foe 
Government’s drive to widen 
share ownership, reverses a 
controversial crackdown on 
option packages which had 
b^n rushed through after the 
Greenbur^' report on “Flat 
Cat’’ executive share-pack- 
ages was published in July. 

'Hw Chancellor re^nded 
to the report’s conclusion that 
option packages were too lu- 
crative by immediately an- 
nouncing that all profits on 
such incentive schemes 
should be subject to income 


ta.v. This move quickly back- 
fired as it became clear tlut 
the crackdown on share <q> 
tions would hit lower-paid 
employees just as hard as the 
highest-earning company di- 
rectors. The issue was cham- 
pioned by Asda, the super- 
market group which prides 
Itself on being one of the 
tively few top companies 
which gives the vast nuyorlfy 
of its RaCT the chance to par- 
ticipate in share option pack- 
ages. 

Last night, Asda’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Archie Norman, a& 
Claimed foe move as a ‘’good 
Budget for Dver)‘ooe at Asda 
as well as ordinars' working 
people up and down the 
country who now have the 


chance to get some share op- 
tions’’. 

Be said that the coinpany, 
which already ^ves options 
to 36,000 staff, would now seek 
to fuxiher extend the scheme 
to benefit as many employees 
as pebble- 

1^ Norman said: “Nobody 
within government had really 
thought what foe July tax 
changes would mean for ordi- 
nary staff. But the prospect of 
Asda check-out employees 
having to pay more tax really 
captured foe imagination. We 
^ve top marks to the Chan- 
cellor for listening to our con- 
eems.’’ 

The tax reforms will benefit 
employ^ throughout quoted 
companies, which currently 


run nearly 6,200 different 
share option schemes. Mal- 
colm Hurlston, chairman of 
the BSOP (Binployee Share 
Ownership Plan) Centre, said 
last ni^t “This is a brilliant 
move for those In quoted ccxn- 
panies. These are very strong 
measures and they will help 
promote Incentive schemes. 
This will quadruple the popu- 
larity of emplo^ incentive 
schemes as the PAYE reforms 
will act as the engine in mak- 
ing them grow.’’ 

He add^ however, that the 
reforms affected only stock 
market-listed companies and 
would have no Imiuict on en- 
couraging the ownws of pri- 
vate firms to distribute 
shares to their staffo. 


Families can 
pass down 
more wealth 
as ceiling 
is raised 


Inhentance 


Teresa Htartar 


I wai 


14m savers are 
helped by cut 
in deductions 


JBtPspweiBi 


S OME .14 million people 
win benefit fixim a new 
lower rate tax charge of 
^ par cent on ttieir savii^ 
giving them an extra 
XS for every £100 interest they 
receive on bank, building 
. soriefy and ofoteT savings. 

Ihe move to cut the tax rate 
00 savings income from 25 
per cent to 20 per cssat fix’ 
lower-rate ta^qisyers will cost 
£800 million in the nest finan- 
cial year, making it the Chan- 
cellor’s biggest tax giveaway 
after the ip-in-tbe-pound in- 
come tax cut 

The new rate will appiy to 
interest from banks and 
building societies, unit trusts, 
gilts and other securities In- 
cluding corporate bonds and 
purchased life annuities. 
Share dividends are already 
charged at foe lower rate. 

Non texpoyeta — mainly 
children, pensioners and non- 
working wives — will con- 
tinue to be able to ctaim 
rep^x-ment of that tax and 
re^ster to receive their bank 
and buUdi^ soeiefy interest 
paid gross if th^ wish. 

Hi^r rate taxp^ts wQl 
have to pay a “fop up** tax of 
SO per cent foUowfng their 
annual tax returns. 

Savings institutions wel- 
comed the change but were 
hifiled b>‘ the Chancellor’s 
claim that pendonera *S0iQ 
gain £7S a year oa averi^” 


»nA smne as much as 2500 a 

year as a result of the tax cut. 

The Halifax, Britain's 
largest buflding society, said 
that the new lower tax rate 
would mean an extra £^50 a 
year fix' a sa'ver with 0.50 0 in 
foe society's main instant-ac- 
cess savic^ account Uguid 
Gold, rising to £57.50 fix' 
sonteoae wfib a balance of 
£25.000. 

Nationvride, the second blg- 
ge^ society, said a saver witii 
£5,000 in its 60day notice ac- 
count would gain an extra 
£U.50ayear. 

Paul Sampson, a tax part- 
ner with accountants Cockers 
A Lybrand, said; “It appears 
tiiat to gain an extra £75 a 
year^ someone would need up- 
wards of £30,000 in savings, 
which does not seem a likely 
levd of savings for the aver 
age pensioner.*' 

Elsewhere on the savings 
frooi the Chancellor reduced 
the qualifying age for 
pnrehasea of National 
Savings Pensioners' Bonds 
from 6S to 60 and raised the 
ceiling on investments from 
£20,000 to £50,000 fin* Individ', 
ual holdhigs and from £40,000 
to £100.000 for those h^ 
joihtiy. 

The cforrant series of Peo- 
xioDer Bonds pays a gross 
annual rate of 7.5 per dent 
fixed for five years, although 
pensioners forihtt 60 days’ Ldp 
terest if they withdraw 
money from the bond witiiln 
tbatperiod. 


Budget paved the 
way for middle-class 
fa-mlUes to pass down 
wealth by substantially 
raisii ig the inheritance tax 
(JHT) threshhold and ex- 
empting honilreds of family 
bnstnesses. 

But the Chancellor's 
speech fbn far short of Tory 
hopes to atmllsh inheri- 
tance and capital gains tax. 

Mr Clarke raised the IHT 
ceilh^ from £154,000 to 
£200,000 in a Ud to help 
“Middle England. Middle 
Wales, Middle Scotland and 
Middle mster". The in- 
crease in the Capital Gains 
Tax threshold to £6.300 was 
amere£800. 

To allow family 
businesses to pass intact 
down through the genera- 
tions, Mr Clarke removed 
shares in unq uoted compa- 
nies from the ,IBI net. He 
also lowered to 50 the age 
at which busloess people 
qualify for substantial 
reti r ement tax reUefe. 

He said: **Many people 
want to pan on an inheri- 
tance to their children and 
flieir grandchildren to give 
them a better start in life 
foaty they had.” 

However, accountants 
were quick to point out that 
company direc tors already 
qualify for full 1ST relief a 

they control more than 
28 per cent of the xaqnoted 
shares In a company- The 
new measure merely ex- 
tends that benefit to 
smaller shareholders. 

Furthermore, bouse price 
falls ha ve re moved the 
spectre of IHT from tens of 
thousands of homeowners. 

The Inland Revenue uev- 
ertheless estimates that 
7,500 estates wi ll be 
removed from IHT. Some 
350 small rrtwipawiftg win 
benefit from the move to 
protect them. 

Britain's wealthiest 5 per 
cent own 87 per cent of 
Bri-tain’s wealth despite 
much higher levels of in- 
berltance tax earlier this 
century, according to foe 
Joseph Bowntree Commis- 
sion. £d the 1940s death 
duties raised £41Ullioa to 
£7 billion in today’s temu. 

The Reven ge e stimates 
that next year IHT will coo- 
trtbote only £1.5 billion. 



Budget in brief 


Open the box . . . John Tbmn makes more than 100 despat^ boxes for 'foe Government 
each year at Barrow & Hepburn in south-east lAnsdon. Ministers use as many as 12 boxes 
each, and they are often letnmed for repair PHOTooRAPHnAvoMANesu. 


Bookies pipped at the post 


Jofm Duncan 
and Dan Allcinaon 




NOSUALLV for a trade 
that lives and dies on 
Ibrecasting, Britain's 
bookies were caught out by 
yesterday^ announcemeot of 
a 1 per cent reduction of the 
general betting levy. 

Ihe Industry had lobbied 
hard fiy a cut of betwe e n 1.75- 
275 ptf cent and the fteling 
last night was tiiat the induc- 
tion aniuunced by the Chan- 
cellor, deeisi^ to ofiket the 
damage to the industry by the 
advent ctf -ihe Natick Lot- 
tery, does nobody any 
ftvours. 

Ihis cm is to be shared 
among foe horse'sreybound 


racing industries and the bet- 
ting shops, and depends on 
agreement befog reached by 
these three parties br March l 
next year. Because the div- 
ision has yet to be worked out. 
It is possible tbe punter will 
see almost no benefit at aE 

General betting duty as tt af- 
fects bookies works out at 7.75 
per cent for the Government, l 
per cent for the racing indus- 
try and 025 per cent for foe 
greyhound business. A further 
1 per cent Is kept by the bet- 
shops, making foe ID per 
cent tax paid by the punter. 

“We are disifopomted that 
having recognls^ the prob- 
lema the Lottery has caused, 
the Chancellor has restricted 
the reduction to l per cent,” 
said a Coral spok^'oman. 


“It bad been our intention to 
pass any tax cut on to our cus- 
tomers . . . now we will have 
to discuss the best way for^ 
ward for all concerned. ” 
William Hill was more up- 
beat about the chances of the 
money being passed on. "We 
are confident." said their 
spokesman Graham Sharpe, 
“that all factions of the indus- 
try wHl acc^ that the appro- 
priate mxion wiQ be to pass 
tte entire amount direct to 
punters in the best long-term 
interests of everyone.” 

The reduction, however, 
does little to ease bookmak- 
ers' fears, highlighted In a 
report earlier this year by the 
Henley Centra, that if the 
Covemnient left betting duty 
at current levels the industry 


would have lost 2,400 shops 
and 7,400 jobs by this time 
next year because of loss 
business to the lottery. 

The reduction in pools bet- 
ting duty by S per cent was 
greeted more ei^usiastically 
by the pools companies, de- 
^ite their forocious lobt^g 
in recent weeks for a 15 per 
cent cut 

This is the latest in a series 
of cuts that have brought the 
rate down from 37.5 per cent 
althou^ there is a fiirther lO 
per cent payment to the arts 
and sports. 

Another l per cent will be 
trimmed from tiie Gomn- 
ment’s take from May 5 pro- 
vided tile pools companies 
pass it on to the arts and 
sports causes. 


‘Lack of incentives’ 
for homebuyers 

MORTGAGB lenders and housing analysts hit out yesterday at 
the Government’s reluctance to help homebuyers, as the dire 
state itftiie boumng nmrket was underlined by figures from the 
property company Mountview Estates. It reported sales below 
1993 levels and a fan of 30 per cent compared with last year. 

The Budert left tite mortgage inteiest tax relief level un- 
touched at 15 per cent on a £30,000 ceiling. Stamp dnty on land 
andproperties retains hs limit of £60,000. Housh^ marimt 
analysts were disappointed by the la^ of bacentives for buyers. 

Halifax Building Society, the largest US mortgage provi^, 
said it was “baffled” by foe lack ofhelp to new buyers and 
disputed the Chancellor's statement foat “none the afford- 
able proposals would make any difference’’. A TfaiiftT- spe^oes- 
woman said: “Any measures have to be bet^ than none.'"nie 
Bitilding Societies Association said t^t. while it was disap- 
pointed that no q>ecific measures were taken, foe cut to b^ic 
rate tax on savings win assist the ftel-gt^ ftetor. C2|0^<7ones 

Avoidance dampidown 

IBE Inland RevBDue's hard line was underlined yestatiay in a 
clanjpdown on tax avoidance forou^ the use of ibcei^ coinpa- 
nies inlow-tezoountries. SuchcontronedfoEe^oompmdes 
(CFC8) win no kmger be able to shield income from UK tax. unless 
they are eepuine manufacturing businesses, not located for tax 
pmposes. They wffl have to pay 90 per cent oftaxabte profits to 
their DE parents, instead ofSO per cent as iraviously -- ofoerwise 
foe UK company wfO be liable to an addlticmal tax chaise. 

The calculation of profit win be based on UK tax rules rather 
than local accounting rules, whirii have been used by sonoe 
grmqte to Rduce the amount which had to be paid back to the UK. 
'Ibe change wffl fflt financial groiq^ aito olbmwbiiifo have 
finance operatiODs abroad sud) as captive insurance conqteniss. 

— Roger Coux 


Insurance contributions cut 

RMPTrtVRBgriatlfviMl twcmi^riry/y,pfrj^u ti n f] A»inftin byQJi 
per cent from April 19fi7,f i^ffiUto gyha Phaivrilnir ^gpr wniBwIaQh 

year to effiet tile cost Of the landflD tax. The NI redncticKi Will save 

businesses £500 million^ £50 mfllino mor^ fop wpertnA 
cf foe new tax on waste dmnping. 

The employers’ NIC holiday fw woriaer s who were long-term 
uneanploj^ whid) will also bSRiD in April has been otended to 
trainees. Other rates are undianged »!^iitfbr Gtess 4 NTCs paid 
by tbe self empI(^%(L These will be cut freian 7.3 per cent cf profits, 
oCbetting foe abditiCQ of tax relief on these cantributiMs. T^ 
lower earnings limit will rise next April to £81 per weds, while the 
upper earntnffl limit win rise to £455 per week.— Huger Cbioe 

Charity ceiling raised 

TBB annual limit on tax-free give-as-yoiseam rftaritehte Amo. 
tions has been raised by one third, to £1 ,200, from the present limit 
cf £900. Tlwre aie DOW about 7^ emifloy^ schemes, to 1994/95, 
06 million was givepforou^Bie itehemfli^ a ttrafttirig VA wiHlIftn 

OftaXieli^ The Ghaneenor has raised tT v»«»Uirigaew r^prac o | v 

tationsfromcbaitties. 

The current pwee-andfr vnnr nhaHtiaa te% 

avoid tax on bank interest; btiildi^ soclefy dividends and shnilar 
xoaKoe is to be put onal^al footing.— Don Afftinson 


‘More coherent’ levy on debt 

THE City’s gilt and bond markets face a radical chan^ in the way 
cxmipanies pay tax on corporate and governroKSt debt The Chan- 
cellor yesterday announced that companies would be forced to 
trem aU pitfhs as Ifobte to hicome tax. instead «f as ca^al gains. 

Accountants Coopers & Lybrand said it was iitmos^deto 
predict the impart cfiefbrms. But experts said it would slmidify 
taxtEeatxaentforccrapaniesaitocoumrasUktoinncwationBto 
tiie way foat gilt and bonds are tradi^ The Inland Revenue said 
fbe chaziges would create “a sinqpler and Qiare ooherant tax 
r^htie" which would “pave the way for market Innovatioos” — 

PatriekDonooan 


Insurers’ disaster funds relief 

THE insuranoe industry gaveapartialwelcometothepnmosed 
fax relitfon flmds set aside to meet bigdisastm- claims. Under the 
newprqposals. insurers will be required to set akde a {apportion 

ofpremiumiooomeeantedoncerteintypesofirisa wmfA ’rtw ah-n 
is to smooth tile impart in years when fo^ are foced with huge 
catastrophe clahns. The money set aside win be exenipt from tax 
until trasisferred outrt’foe relief fond. 

But the AseoedatioD of ftitish Insurers said it was disappoQited 

companies werenotbeingaltowedtooptcHitofth e fa'gr Biiftf If 

was being made compulsQEy. But tax in the US can be us^ to 

efibrt tax due overseas, so a company’s overall tax M&ml^ be 
lower if it couJd choose not to opt fbr tax relief on Its catastroifoe 

fiind. — Awfins £|»ingeff 


Boost for sickness schemes 

THB governments decision to serqp tax on payments made to 
pec^te tuxlrt some sidmess and noenudoyment tosorance 
sifoemes was weloomedby foe Assortsdion of tosmwrs 

yesterday. It said tile move clarified inconsistent rules and would 
savepoUcyboIders about £10 mDlion ayeor in tax. Benefits paid to 
prtk7frrtdersundertevditorm6uranc8,mortgageprotectioain- 
surance. eertam kinds of ka^tenn care insurance and perma- 
nent health insurance policies win be tax exempt — PtaiUne 
^irineeu 
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At the margins 


ConsStmmqf; Plymouth 
Sutton, comprising present 
' PtynKMjtti Drake coratltuertcy 
plus part of existing Sutton seaL 
Remaktdar of existing Sutton 
seat forms part of new SW Devon 
constituency. 

Beetorate: 66,8% (based on 
199Srsgistef). 



Unemp k i y iii e iifc Existing 
P^outh Drake 5,335 or 1 7.2 
percent, rising to7, 469 with 
addit^ of two wards from 
Sutton constltuerwy 
HP: Janet For^tea (Drake). Not 
seeking re-electiorL General 
Section: Feoires (C) 1 7,075; 
PeterTelford (Lab) 15,062; 
Valerta Cox (Mb Dem) 5.893. 
Areas Indudes Plymouth city 
centre, Milib^ docks, Royal 
Marties barracKa and St Peters, 
most deprived ward m the 
country aooorrflng to 
Government research report. 
Principal employera are city 
council, Plymouth University, 
Brittany Ferries aid British Rail 
ProspWka: Loss of personal 
vote built up by MP could be 
crucial. DrCcUn Railings of 
Plymoulh University says Labou* 
needsswingoFonlyl percentto 
take seal, putting new Sutton 
16th on its target list 



‘We’re 

still 

worse 

off 


R oger MdOroy and bis' 
partner Josama-lAyn, 
who live wifli thi^ 
two children in a ^^ctorlan 
teiTaced honse in the Stoke 
area oC Plymouth, gave a 

gwtft tbambs down to the 
Chancellor's package 
which they felt was umed 
clearly at pleasing the vot- 
ers of. middle England, 
writes Oec^ny Gibbs. . 

*'It’s a something and 


Boditaig' Irndget-rfimn onr 
potait '^ew,'? .ealA BuigK; 
wltoeaiais aEonnid'£12,000 ai 
year fivm -bis ^ bi Ae 
sUpplng section of an 
Bn ^ish • china days- i^^t 
im dte wtsklrte of Ihe city. 
“Overall, wa are stiU worse 
off Qtan at Use time of the 
last'etocCton.'*?. . • 

Joanna,, who earns £3,000 
to £3Ji00 a year as an ao 
tress at the city's BarUcan 
toeatce, vriD. remain oito- 
side the tax net. BimBc’s ht 
come iax bnrdoi will go 
down ^ £2.68p a' wei^ 
fidlowlBg the widening of 
the lower rate tax band, In- 
creases in. the personal 
allowance . and ^ redno 
tion in the basic rato. 

Bnt the couple (^ctnred 

left with their children). 
Who bc^- vote Laboqr,-b^ 
lieve the package will have 
little overaR eftoct as it wfil 
^ve coctt more to tax and 
. nmtheiiir snmll family car, 
dont think it win 


malm any' d lB bre i ice to ns. 
It vrasiKift targeted at my 
sort tf '.WBge,*' said Roger. 
“Sameone ■ on £30,000 or 
£40,000 «m get a fiirly 
hefty fance but tiiej^ not 
the vast majority round 
here. This was aimed more 
at. the South-east and that 
sc^ctfarea.” 

mOk Sany, aged fiw. 
anwri to Join Ms brother 
George, ag^ six at primary 

achooL,. the couple have a 
kemi taitorest in education. 
Bat Roger took a sceptical 
view of too extra moD^ Ibr 
schools pramised by the 
Chancellor. 

**1 don't think it*s 
enough. It’s going to get 
lost In conncal funds. The 
cynic in-ine says he knows 
tfs not going to readi the 
schools and is doing it to 
stir up trouble. Fm also 
wmrled toat toe pa ckage 
does nothing tor nnemploy^ 
ment and young people.** 
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£14bn private cash initiative ‘masks public cuts’ 

Health care jibes 
over hospital (deal 


Spending 


Simon Beae ia , David Bi l m gu 
and Alan Tmis 



'ENNETH Clarke 
made a third attempt 
to kick start his 
private fi- 
nance Initiative (jPFI) yester- 
day, using his speech to 
reveal an ambitious govern- 
ment target to have projects 
worth £14 billion agreed 
under toe scheme by 1999. 

But be immediately laced 
taunts from Labour and in- 


dustry that he was using toe 
scheme to mask cuts in public 
capital speiKling, whidi is to 
toll by £4 biOion in the next 
three years, according to sep- 
arate figures released 
yesterday. 

The Opposition also 
accused the Government of 
using the PFT to begin a creep- 
ing privatisation of h^th 
care after ministers an- 
nounced the first NHS ^ject 
under tte scheme, a ^ mil- 
lion redevelopment of hospi- 
tal buildings at High 
Wycombe and Amersham. in 

Riiclfifighamghip B 

The Chancellor said at leaM 
£700 million would be put into 


hospital projects over the 
next three years. Mr Clarke 
added that general projects 
worth £2 bOUon a year “and 
rising" would be agreed in 
the neixt three years. 

This would neaily treble 
the current target of £5 
bDlion, £3 billion of which is 
accounted for by the Channel 
Tunnel tost link project 
As part x£ toe eSbrt to 
relaunch the initiative, the 
Government advisory private 
fiwyyirg panel is to draw up an 
illustrative list of 1,000 ifo- 
jecte worto £25 billion wluch 
mi^t offer the prospect of 
Joint public and ixrlvate sec- 
tor Injects, civil servants in 
all big spending departments 
are to be given intensive 
training in the PPL 
Industry responded last 
night wlto sceptism to the 
pledge, which included Imme- 
diate promises of spending on 
roads, private prisons and 
water projects in Scotland. 


The CBl — which has been 
so concerned about the toll- 
ures of the PET that it has 
launched au investigation 
into the scheme — expressed 
concern at the plan to cut 
public capital spending over 
the next tiiree years. 

Adair Turner, Its director 
gene^, said: “The Chancel- 
hx* has set a very aggressive 
PPL target to counterbalance 
that cut, and it's up to the 
Government to deliver on 
this." 

The Engineering Employ- 
ers Federation, widch speaks 
for nearly 5,000 en^eerlng 
firms, was even more doubt- 
fuL Its director general Gra- 
ham Mackenzie, said: “The 
Chancellor was vague about 
his capital spendi^ plans. 
We are sceptical about the 
ability of the Pn to take up 
any farther slack." 

Accountants Ernst & Young 
said the Government toiled to 
plan the PFT scheme properly. 


sasring fiiat capital spmidhig 
cuts sinqily matched inputs' 
from the PFL "What if Qiat 
input doesn't actually hap- 
pen?" said Richard Haycocks, 
corporate finance parb^. 

Labour said the PFI mea- 
sures would do nothing to 
meet the need for greater cap- 
ital spending. The shadow 
trade and industry secretary, 
Margaret Beckett, said: "T& 
Governemnt sees the PET not 
as a means of addressing the 
need for additional invest- 
ment but of cutting public 
spen^ting. The reality is timt 
to Tory hands the PFI has run 
up a catalogue of tollures 
since its inception." 

Unions said the PET was a 
means of oSloading risk on 
the public sector irtiile pri- 
vate firms picked up the 
profit John Sheildon, general 
secretary of the NDCE^ Civil 
Service union, said: 'The ETT 
is an enormous oon on tiie 
British people." 


Ministers riiose yesterday 
to announce the firat, long- 
awaited PFI scheme for the 
National Health Service — 
the redevekgKment of hospital 
bitildtogs at Wycombe 
and Amersham. 

The announcement of the 
NHS projects in Buekin^iam- 
shire spaiked a fiirioos reao 
tion fkw opposition parties, 
securing the (kfv&Txassit of 
Tipfktnc to disguise a cut of 
almost 17 per cent in the NHS 
capital .budget and driming 


the move marked the privati- 
satton cf health care. 

Under the pn, consortiums 
of companies will desi^, 

btold mnni,g» . hnq ntal 

premises. The Bockingham- 
shire contract for the South 
Buckinghamshire NHS trust, 
has been awarded a coosor- 
timn called fte Healthcare 
Group, including builders 
Taylor Woodrow and the Gra- 
nada tocUities managgnent 
company. 


The sdjezne will toehide the 
building of a new wing at 
Wycombe hospital and rede- 
vaJopment of Amersham'boe- 
pital. work startii^ next 
spring and completion dne in 
mid-i998. 

Ministers are budgeting fbr 
£165 millionfrom the PFI fbr 
bealtb next year reduring 
ttienetcalintbe.overalle^jt- 
tal i^rogramme to 6.5 per cent 
Th^ plan monthly announce- 
meots of new sdieones. 

The Health' Secretary 
St^hen Dcorell insisted tiiat 
the PEE <ttEered value for 
money and -helped to sedve 
capital spending problems in 
Hob NHS. .But his Labour 
shadow, Harriet Barman^ 
said; “When the private, sec- 
tor is building, owning, man- 
i^tog and running a hospital, 
it has been privatised.'* 

Simon Hughes, Liberal 
Democrat spokesman on 
>w»aith , -(he Govemmeiit 
had no mahdate or poblic 


support fbr what be called the 
eontractlhg-ont of NHS 
hospitals. 

Id the-ComnKms, the Chan- 
cellor confirmed that prisons 
will be one of the largest pri- 
vateiy ttoanced capital Spald- 
ing prograsunes. 

Three new prisons at a cost 
of £50 miBion each are to be 
privately designed, financed 
smii built under the PET, witii 
detailed negotiation under 
way on 25 year conti'acts for 
Che first two new private jails 
at fkxakerley on Merseyside 
and at Bridgmid, South Wales. 

Some £500 million has been 
earmarked for 25 road 
u> be deigned, buill, 
ftrianaad and <g)6rated by the 
private, sector on behalf the 
state, the Chancrilor said. 

The Dartford bridge was 
the first to be opened, and the 
sectmd. Severn crossir^ is 
under constraction. But 
Marty' of the schemes will not 
start fix three years. 


PM pledge on 
extra police 
‘to be broken’ 


Public sjpending 


Budget in brief 


Policing 


AlanTranris 
Home Affave Editor 


T hb smau p 

Home Office budget 
released yesterday 
shows that only 1,000 of the 
extra 5,000 police officers 
promised by the Prime Minis- 
ter will be available before a 
May 1997 general election. 

But the extra £20 million to 
be made available to chief 
constables for the new offi- 
cers from next April is part of 
a £100 million cash increase 
in the previous plans fbr the 
Home Office budget. 

Some £14 millioa of the 
extra money will be used to 
boost the number of immi^- 
tion oncers, and £15 miliion 
will go on an extra 10.000 
closed-circuit television secu- 
rity cameras. 

The Home Office also out- 
lined a plan to sell full 10-year 
passports thrnu^ 2,000 high 
street outlets, Including 
travel agents, shops and post 
offices. 

.At present applications for 
new passports have to be 
made by post or in person at 
one of six regionri offices. 
The new scheme will fill the 
gap left by the abolition next 
month of the one-year British 
Visitor's Passport, which was 
available over the post office 
counter. 

Overall, the Home Office 
aaid its budget is expected to 
fall in real terms by 4 per cent 
despite the £100 million cash 
boost over previous plans. 


The £6.*^ bUUon spent this 
financial year on the law and 
order budget is to Call to £6.180 
billion In 199&97 after taking 
tofiation Into account 
Most of this cut is expected 
to be made in areas such as 
the probation and prison ser- 
vices. and also throu^ so- 
called “major efficiency 

savin gs ''. 

Mlcbael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, said: “^lice pay 
will rise by 3 per cent this 
year, but our allocation for 
the police next year win rise 
by around 4 per cent to cover 
pay, pensions, extra current 
expenditure and new officers. 
This will allow the police to 
begin recruiting 5.000 addf- 
Uonal officers over the next 
three years.” 

But Jack Straw, riiadow 
Home Secretary, claimed that 
the £20 ralUioD to be made 
available to riiief constables 
would only provide an extra 

1.000 officers and the Prime 
Minister's party conference 
pled^ to boost numbers by 

5.000 was about to be broken. 
“The Budget has failed to 

deliver on police numbers. 
They promised to their 1992 
election manifesto to increase 
numbers by 1.000 but tti^ 
have gone down by 823. This 
extra money will only make 
good that shortfali,'' said Mr 
Straw. 

TTie boost to the immigra- 
tion service wUl see an extra 
£50 million spent over the 
ne.vt three j-ears on extra offi- 
cers to deal with the rising 
numbers of asylum applica- 
tions and an expected 5 to 8 
per cent a year increase in 
passengers travelling to 
Britain. 
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Spending In real terms. £bn 
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Jobs and pay squeeze emerging 
from hidden agenda, says Monks ] ,5 


Public sector 


Seumas MOne 
Labour Editor 


U NION leaders last night 
reacted with dismay to 
the Squeeze on public sector 
jobsandpay. 

The TUC estimated that 
100,000 public sector Jobs 
would be lost next year as a 
result of tiie Government's 
spending and investment 
decisions announced In the 
Budget 

John Monks, the TUC’s gen- 
eral secretary, said the cuts 
were the Chancellor's "hid- 
den agenda". 

'They would be spread 
across the Civil Service, the 
National Health Service and 
Us trusts. local government 
and the rail and post services. 
The £3 billian real-terms cut 
to investment pLtnned over 

the next three years would de- 
stroy around 75.000 jobs by 
1998, the TUC argued. 

But Job losses are likely to 
be particularly marked in the 
Civil Service, whldt has been 
slimmed down in recent s’ears 
to Its lowest headcount stow 
the war. Tlie job shedding is 
now set to accelerate. 


The unions estimated that a 
further 62,000 posts would go 
to the next three years as a 
result of the 12 per cent cut in 
Civil Service running costs. 

Bill Brett, general secretary 
of the Institution of Profes- 
sionals, Managers and 
Specialists, said Kenneth 
Clarke's attempt to "squeeze 
more and more out of an ever- 
diminishing pot" had precipi- 
tated the "worst crisis of con- 
fidence in the history of the 
Civil Service”. 

The cuts would mean lower 
standards, fewer public ser- 
vices and less research and 
development 
Mr Monks said they could 
affect "customs offlcets fight- 
ing drug smugglii^ inland 
revenue officers fighting tax 
evasion, and public safety 
Mr Clarke’s promise of con- 
turning downward pressure 
on public sector pay. which 
has fallen to real terms and 
consistently lagged behind 
private sector earnings, led to 
predictions of industrial 
conflict. 

Alan .linkinson. general 
secretary of the public service 
union Unison, complained 
tlmt local govermnenL where 
pay pressures have become 
particularly strong, would be 
“hard hit with a £4 bilUon 
shortfall". 
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Social Security 

Spending In real terms, £bn, inc. long-term care 
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Source: HM Treasury 


‘Damaging’ cutbacks attacked 


Heritage 


ItoCT K ennedy 
Heritage Conwspondent 


A n overall cut of 
about 3 per cent in the 
Department of National 
Heritage budget means the 
Heritage Secretary. Vit^ia 
Bottomley, has fou^t off a 
reported major Tr^isury as- 
sault. but it still means real 
cuts fbr En^ish Heritage, the 
Arts Council, museums, gal- 
leries. and libraries. 

Despite a cabinet row when 
Mrs Bottc^ey warned they 
would be seen as reneging on 
their promises if National 
Lottery money was substi- 


tuted fbr government fbnd- 
tog. she linked the two to a 
statement last ni^t. Her bud> 
get “in partnership with 
National Lottery money of 
more than £1 billion each 
>‘ear for arts, sport and heri- 
tage". and private sector 
qmnsorshlp, aUowed support 
“on a scale never enjoyed 
before". 

The grants for the Arts 
Council. English Heritage, 
and major national institu- 
titms including the British 
Museum. National Gallery, 
Natural History Museum, and 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
are all cut. with further cuts 
projected in toe next two 
years. 

The Arts Council attacked 
its £5 million budget cut as 
"damaging and irrational". It 


is freezing its grants, due to 
be announced in two weeks, 
until January at least, pend- 
ing urgent talks wito Mrs Bot- 
tomley. A statement said ti» 
allocation further widened 
the gap between the capital 
grants available from lottery 
funds, and the revenue sup- 
port It could supply to the arts 
organisations thk^lves. 

The overall cut to the de- 
partment budget is from 
£1,026 million to £960 million, 
but the Treasury was at one 
stage reported as tryii^ to 
halve It 

The cut is higher in real 
terms, because the £960 mil- 
lion includes £28 milUon in 
European Regional Develop- 
ment Fund grants, which 
used to be distributed by sev- 
eral other departments and 


are now all being taken into 
the beriti^ depa^ent 

It was attacked as “short- 
sifted*' by the shadow heri- 
tage seerriary, JzA Cnni^' 
hmn. who said lotteiy fluids 
were beii^ used to disguise 
the cuts, and to bribe the elec- 
torate. "[Mrs Bottomley] has 
cl^ly forgotten that Invest- 
ment In arts, tourism and her- 
itage helps to gtei^ate jobs 
and wealth for^taiu." 

AQokeswomanfof 
Heritage, which has 
the fi]^ cut in real terms 
since it was established in 
1984, from £107.8 million to 
£103 million, said it was very 
disappointed. “There will be 
impucations not only for our 
historic buildings and monU' 
meats, but also for all those to 
whom we give grants. 


Lukewarm welcome 
for tax on waste 


A TAX on waste dumped in landfill sites received a lukewarm 
wricome from environmentali^ andbusinesses. The levy, to 
be introduced next October.'wonld be £7 a tonne fbr most waste, 
witii a £2 rate for.limctive waste such as rubble, which does not 
de^ to produce methane. It is expected to raise £450 million a 
year. 

Frimids of the Earth said the levies were too low to cut waste 
nnrt pnlhitjfm ■rf gnifimnHy haraiifie ttigrp was no r eal finanrifll 
litoexitive for industry to cleanup its act 'ITte Wildlife Trust 
said tile tax would ncA' acditeve fbe Government's targets for 
req^ritog bufiding waste. 

TtaeoosttobusinessesvrillbeoCEsetbyaO.BpercentreduC' 
Hem, in national tosnrance rates, whteh will save companies 
£50QmtDion.- 

The Enriromnental Services Association, represemting 
waste cGBitraiittors, <xnnplained about the sc^ cf charges and 
doubted wbetiiier “isolated ecoricnik martruments'' were fite 
best option forpremiotb^ waste managsmmst But it welcomed 
tiugo^aheadfiarEtovitonmteixtidT^riisteiri^ 
paruyfixim rebates of landfill tax for operators udiirii contrib- 
ute to the trusts. Triists wfll be private sector, non-profit 
makhig bodtes which win woik to hxiproye vraate xoanagem^ 

mflthnda and litipwwra lawiWni ai*ag 

— Roger Cowe and James Meible 


Council tax rise warning 


LOCALauthccitieswaniedtfaateouncfftBxldllscotildrisebyan 
avenge S per cat next year, whfle many services foced cuts-.They 
feared guvummentigessuretoddiverhl^iersdiodqieniing, 
and the feet soone extia flmdlng was eaRDaxked for commin^ 
care, would inevitably mean rednetioDS in other social services, 
leisure and. transpcal. 

Council dii^ expect some relaxation in their ^lending limits 
vriien ttie IcKalgpvenuii au t grant tetttenient is announced tomor- 
Tttw.Btofbey say many anlhcnrities will be unable to detiverlbe 
8.3 per cent increase in pending, toatotal ofneariy £45 binko. 
whidi the GovtenmeDt daims is allowed for in file Budget 

Thfe fe bmuse cxnmdls are alrwaiy ^pendingmore thw 

relaxed spending Undts. since ttie extra coets will be met I9 
council tax payers. — JamesMalsJe 


Insulation grants cut 


PENSIONERS are to fece a 75 pw* cent cut in insulation grants 

lor yesterday. Ohdec the Govmniiienfs hone energy efficieacy 
schooe, grams for eyecyoae over 60 not on benefit will be cut from 
£315 to as part of a £81 million cot In the £105 millkm 

annually on the sebone. . 

AndreaCook,lieadmNeigbbauEbQQdEkiergy Action, the 
dharily numing the scheme, warned the cuts would bit those on 
small occupatianalpenskgis in particular, and put some of tile 
4,000 peoifleinsteDiDg the hnuIatioD on tiwdcte. Tim darky is 
"totally disnayed" by the decision. 

The scheme was eqiandsd last year to cdfeet tile costs cfVAT on 

ftial, and wiitiiaterR euhwaqiwwHy prnwiiqprt Cgoff mfflinn nror ttwiftp 

years. — DcaridHmdce 


Security spending down 


MB. Mitt and OCHO --tfw three wftgm-Hyariritwta Tligwirp 

agendes vriilch aze indopeDdeDt Of tile police ~ Will gpend about 
£760 million In each of the 11^ three years, according to fteures 

pnbllshMyestertay. 

The Government still declines tord^se individual figures for 
eacha^ncy.GCHQ, ttseavesdropptogcentnebasedinClwlteD- 
ham. Gloiioesterdim, coitinues to acooont fiir the bulkc^the 
eqienditinie despite heavy cute inmanpow^ 

'nmfigures do ixrt ImhteB cflSttifbatiODS to G(31Q by the US 
National Security Agency, GCBQ's American partner which has 
fecOities in Briti^ 

The £760 mSlkDfigurerqxsseixte a cut of about £40 milUofi. a 

glgniflMntlygnialtei-wifhiri^iyrt^aplyffty^, 

M B a n d MK—wfakh ope rates abroad — are each estimated to 
awnd about £180 mfllioaavear.Kls unclear whether 

inchide capital coete oflmildiDgB or whether It is Umitadto 

operations and manpo w er . — RiehardNorton-T<QrIi^ 


Training programmes hit 


LABOURandtheimkmscondaineda4percentcatittenmloy. 

airi training prograimnes mxltie dectekm to abolish the 
Cqn^mtetityActlMPropwmInefartilelnngtem ^1^wimTJOT a^^^ 

Gillian Sht^hard, the Educatkai and Ernttk^ment Secretary, 
justified the cuts cm the grounds th^ Jong-tsm UDdnidoyment 

bad dropped by 12 percent over the pa^ year. 

TheTUC argued the dtop to tesigtenn UDemptoymem slu^ 

have beep usedtomcreatetfaagiiday of training and emj^iq y- 
ment^^hemes. Michad Meacber, Labour’s employment spokes- 
man, said the cuts in training jxx^rammeswo^ simply boost 
tile benefits bin. — SeumasM^ 
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t Ttm Wood. General 
elaetion: Wood ^ 23,652; 

Judhh Church (Lab) 21 ,76^ 
Andrew ReiBy (Lto Dem) 9.S68. 
Area: Rrat designated nmr 
town in 1946. S^ifleant number 
of restdente commute to 
Loitdon, although former 
deperKlence on big companies 
such as British Aerospace. 
Hawtear Slddei^ and ICL meant 
It was badly hit by 1980s 
recessiona. About 25 per cent of 
tmemployed are highly skilled 
workers praying for 
manufacturfrig revhiaL 
ProepMtSB Highly wirmable 
seat for cefebrily Labour 
candidate Barbara Foflett Local 
authority hae been Leboir- 
corrtroiM since 1971 and now 

has 34 Labour councillore to two 
Toriw and one Lib Oem. Swhg 
in general eleotton of 1 .5 par 

cent by Labour reckonlna. 
would deHver parfiament^ seaL 



‘He’s not 
aiming 
at those 
like us’ 


I F IT WAS an electioneer- 
ing bodget. it most have 
bem aimed at delivering 
the votes of families better 
off than theirs, the Bosriey 
Sunily Oeft) concluded in 
Stevenage yesterday, writes 
Sarah Boseley. 

Alec Boseley. aged 34. 
earns about £12,000 a year 
as a craftsman gardener 
urlth Welwyn and Hatfield 
council. His wifb Christine. 


aged 33. is self-employed- 
.IKTOviding trtuning fbr a 
^de range of professionals 
from formers to landscape 
gardeners, and talces home 
about the same. 

*'He*s aiming Ibr peoide 
abo\'e QS. salary-wise.** s^d 
Alec. “He’s after the votes 
of middle England and also 
the older generation where 
savings and the amount 
they tax for insurance poli- 
cies is concened.” 

Be thought they and their 
three sons, Ross, aged 
sevra, Scott six. and Ca- 
lum. live, would be theoret- 
ically better off by about £4 
a week, but Increased car 
costs would leave them 

worse off. 

They will benefit from 
the person^ ^lowance in- 
crease of £S40 and the in- 
crease in the txiarried cou- 
ple’s allowance, but they 
neither smoke nor drink 
beyond the occasional 
bottle of wine. 


Mr Boseley is a con- 
firmed Labour snpporter, 
but Mrs Boseley is a float- 
ing voter whom the Budget 
leaves still undecided. 

’‘The only things that 
really irritated me were the 
petrol and the road tax,*’ 
she said. Hie car 1$ not a 
luxury but a necessity in 
her work. 

As a parent governor of 
Pin Green Junior and in- 
fants school, which all 
three boys attend, sbe is 
pleased about the money 
earmarked for education. 
“Fm aware that if more 
money wasn't forthcoming, 
they wouldn’t be able to 
carry out their policy of 
taking in the rising fives a 
term before Beitfordshire 
county cotmril is obliged 
to," sbe said. 

"It was looking dicey as 
to whether they ooold af- 
ford to pay a teacher to do 
that." 

PHOTOGRAPH- OAVIO SO. LI TOE 


Inereased funding 
for schools ‘a 
sleight of hand 


Education 


JofnCannl 
id Do n ald Hl ac L a od 


T IHE extra money 
promised fin- schools 
was a "sleight of 
nand" and would not 
result in smaller or 

mere reecurces in the class- 
romn, Labour and the Uhei^ 
Donocrats claimed yesterday. 
Teachers said It would not 
cover next year’s pay awards. 

Gillian Shephard, foe Edu- 
cation and Employment Sec- 
retary. insisted foe increase 
of £878 million would allow a 
4.6 per cent rise in ftmdiDg for 
schools. 

In September she warned 
foe Cabinet of public diacon- 
tent unless .adiool budg^ 
were raised. ’’My fimrs are 
lifted. Hiere is no reason at 
all w^ local edneatiOD an- 
foorities not haiatwic 

foeir books and pro^ front- 
line smvices like srimols." 

The parVagn on a 

tight teachers* pay setfiemeot 
next y^ and Mrs Sbetfoard 
is acting the teachers" pay 
review body "to behave 
Fesponalbly'.*. 

Rirfoer educattap -jcxSSieBes ' 
him bei hit haid^ ' and 
fbee having to recruit 60,000 


extra students on reduced 
resources, fri a sorprise move 
foa Government has extended 
the freeze on university stu- 
dent numbers fbr a wftb year 
unto 1999. 

About £100 TBiiiinn will be 
used for centrally i^ded 
schemes ufa» nursery voueb- 


ers a33d more assisted places 
at ind^iendeat schools, with 
the rest of foe increase chan- 
nelled through local 
authorities. 

Labour said councils were 
already spending £774 million 
more than they were sup- 
posed to under their Standard 
Spending Assessments, so in 
reality there would be no 
more money for schools. 
David Bhmkett. Labour’s edu- 
cation spdbesinan. said Mn 
Shephard was givliig with 

one hand mA talring away 

with foe ofoer in bigiip** ooon- 
tax biDa to come. Colleges 
anid industrial run 

by Halning and Enterprise 
Coondls (TECs) would bear 
foe hmnttf cuts. 

Spending by the newly 
Tnt qyd TWqwr tmwit fay Edu- 
Gatitm and Employment has 
been cut from £13.8 bmion to 
^3 billion in real terms. 
Mrs Shephard further 

education colleges would be 
expected to increase student 
hnmberv.'by a frixtfav I2.per 
dent by l909.'baf foeir budgro' 
win be cat from £3,068 mlllioii 


in 1996/7 to £3,016 milUioD in 
1998/9. The squeeze is ment to 
be achieved by "continuing 
eCBciency gains". 

There would be no increase 
tn fon-time student numbers 
at universities and the high«w 
education funding budgets 
will be eat from £3,^ million 
next year to £3336 in 

1998/9. Tuition fees would be 
frozen next year, putting 
furfoer squeeze on university 
budgets. Mrs Shephard 
warned that colleges and uni- 
vetstUea woald pumiahed 
financially if they did not con- 
trol pay levels. 

Stadent grants wlQ be cut 
by 9 per cent in 1996/7, whta 
oompensating Increase in stu- 
dent loans. 

Mrs Shqihard’s admols ini- 
tiatives include a new grant 
for raiaing standards of liters 
at^ and numeracy at primary 
le^ The schools inspector- 
ate would hrip organise a net- 
work cf caftres assisting pri- 
mary schools to improve foe 
teaching of core skills. 

There will also be new 
grants to support "Hying 
^uads" of expert disciplhiar- 
iass to assist schools with be- 
havioural problems. The 
package includes £37 miiiinn 
to frmd foe pilot nursery 
voucher scheme, an extra £11 
mnUoo for foe assisted places 
Schoue, and fSn mtlTinn more 
for grant maintained sriKxds. 


Trusts relieved at extra 
£1 .3bn spending on NHS 


Health 


Owrtd Bvfode, SocU 
Sar vi cea C oi v w ^ onde nt 


H ealth authorities and 
trusts voiced relief at 
foe 1.6 peer cent in- 
crease In real terms In foe 
day-to-day budget of the 
National Health Service. 

The rise, worth £13 billion, 
jncludes an extra l.l per cent 
for hospital and community 
health services and 3.9 per 
cent more for fomily health 
ser v ice s — an increase said, 
largely to r^lect GE^' soaring 
dro^biUs. 

Philip Hunt director of foe 
National Association of 
Health Authorities and 
Ibusts, said the Government 
was camTnttt^ ^ a mani- 
fosto promise to - an 
real increase in foe NHS bud- 
get But foere had ben foars 
the rise would be a mtoimai 
OA percent. “We arexeUeved. 
Alfhough next year Is sHI] go- 
ing to be.ti^xt we ahonid see 


developments in services." 

The NHS budget for Eng- 
land will rise to £31.5 billion 
in 1996/97. including a £500 
million increase over and 
gbpve inflatioiL This vrill be* 
haif-fiaiddd by a real cut cC9A 
per cent in the Department of 
Health’s administration biU, 
reducing it to S295 mfilioa. 

hi addition to the bu<^ in- 
crease, health aufoorzties are 
again being required to find 
effidsney savings worth 3 per 
cent of costs, or £660 miHton. 
to be plou^Kd back into pa- 
tient service. 

These savings will in part 
reflect foe creation next /^irU 
of a streamlined structure of 
healfo authorities. Ministors 
are also requiring NHS trusts 
to cut their manaeameat costs 
ly 5 per cent in cash terms. 

Stqdiea DorrelL the Healfo 
Secretary, said: "The Govem- 
mmtt has reafftnued tts com- 
rnitwiRnt tO hnprnviiig foe 
NHS year by year wifo a sub- 
stantial bicrease to resources 
for patient care." 

However. Harriet Har m an, 
his Labour shadow, forecast 

foat foe increase would not be 


folt by patients. "It will be 
swallowed up by the costs of 
foe growing numbers of el- 
derly people, technology and 
the highgr rate inflation 
which foe NHS Dices." Mr 
Hunt said foe eventual out- 
come would hinge on pay 
costs. 

The N^ capital budget is 
being cut by 63 per cent in 
real tenns — rou^y foe 
same reduction as this year — 
even after allowing for foe 
£165 mifoon which mhiisters 
expect to raise forou^ foe 
Private Finance htitiative. 

The Government’s contri- 
bution to foe £2 billion budget 
will foU by 163 per cent After 
taking account of the PFT and 
income from land sales, the 
net eSbet is a cut of £82 mil- 
lion or 65 per cent 

Ms Harman said: "Even if 
the Government g^ all foe 
pri v ate finance it is projeet- 
ing, it will still be £100 miDion 
loyi t>mn Uie amount it is cut- 
ting from tbe NHS public aq>- 
iW budget Over foe next 
three yeata. foe cuts 

in c^^ expenditure will 
amount to 21 per cent" 


Portillo is accused of creative accounting 
to disguise cut in armed forces spending 





W riw ed Me i t O H T aylor 


S PENDING on defence will 
increase marginally next 
year to £21.9 billtou but only 
as a result of carrying over 
savings' from previous 
planned ^menditure. 

It is still for {Tom dear, 
thou^ how much foe Gov- 
ernment will skve by its 
much-trumpeted scheme to 
transfer married housing 
quarters to foe private sector. 

Roger Jackling, deputy sec- 
retary at the Mtoistry of De- 
itome for finimce, 

said last night that £680 mil- 
Uon had bea undogpent be- 
cause of unejqtected savings 
on capital equlpment-and 
spares, and on. efficiency 
metteures. 

sum will be added to 
the defence budget nest yar 
and in 1997/98 when, Mr Jaric- 
ling signifleant equip- 
ment projects would move 
(tom the devekffment, to foe 
productimi stage. 

Michael Portillo, foe De- 
fence Secretary, announced 
that the Government in- 


tended to go ahead with its 
pl an , long delayed by l^al 
and other pn^ems, to trans- 
far the ministry's married 
quarime estate cf about 60.000 
houses and flats to the private 
sectcHT. 

James Arbutbnot, the 
amx^ forces minister, said 
later fosd the idea was to sell 
. 999-year leases.on the proper- 
ties which the ministry would 
then "under-lease" for 25 
years. The ministry would be 
able to tenninato foe leases at 
six months' notice ^lile foe 
maintenance and manage- 
ment of foe property would be 
in the bands of foe (}ovem- 
ments new Defence Housing 
Executive. 

Alfoou^ mfatisfcry sources 
in foe past have suggested the 
plan could raise as much as 
£500 miBkm, Mr Arbutbnot 
acknowledged that be could 
not say how much the Gov- 
ernment would save ihroi^. 
foe sdwBie. which is causing 
Concern among foe armed 
forc^ 

There is concern, for exam- 
ple,' that purehasos and de- 
velopers could manipulate 
foe market, and persuade the 
ministry to seD more desir- 
able property, leaving the 
btoD wifo pcK»er h^ing 


stock. Last ni^t, Air Chief 
Maxehal Sir John Willis, vice- 
chief of the defence staff; was 
quick to point out that Mr 

FOrtUIO given an asSUT- 

ance foat married quartets 
would be of "equal standard 
as before", with proper secu- 
rity of tenure for service 
families. 

He stressed foe Importance 
of tile small print of foe 
sciione for which Natwest 
Maricets is acting as adviser. 

There are an estimated 
10.000 empty homes in foe 
ministry’s housing estate. 

David Clark, foe shadow de- 
fence secretary, last ni^ 
aoeu^ Mr Portillo of "cre- 
ative accounting", and of 
vndng sleight of hand to dis- 
guise a cumulative cut in de- 
fence spending of over £l 
union in previous plans. 

"Nobody will be fooled by 
Mr Portillo's iugglh^ Of foe 
natitti'a driieitoe budget" TTie 
revival of the housing privati- 
sation plans showed how des- 
perate the MoD was for 
money. 

Carrying over the shertfeU 
means that the defence bud- 
get will increase to £21.9 
billions next year, a rise of 0.5 
per cent felling in real terms 
by 1.3 pm: cent in 1987.-96. 



Shop window. . . a view tftbeBndgrt from the high sfreet.wlmeGovcnimait policies are focusing on inoeasiiig spending power photograph- MAmwARCLEs 


Road spending slashed by over a quarter 


Transport 


KeWi Harper 
Transport Editor 


T he Government's road 
spending programme Is 
to be cut by more than a 
quarter as part of a signifi- 
cant shift towards reliance on 
private sector finance. 

Currait spending on roads 
amounts to more than £12 
billion and the cats will 
reduce this to under £9 
billioa. 

Meanwhile, overall spend- 
ing on transport will plum- 
mri by nearly £500 mill km. 
from £4.8 billion this year to 


£41 bmion in 1996^ — but 
will up to £4.6 billion 
again to 1997-98. 

.At the centre cf foe cuts 
will be 77 road projects 
amounting to around £250 
Diillion. balance this, tiie 
Government announced five 
new privately financed road- 
build schemes worth £500 mil- 
lion — but they will not start 
for three years. 

Sir George Young, the 
Transport Secreta^, said 
road construction prices 
risen sharply and less public 
money was available for 
trunk roads. Strlktog the bal- 
ance between the needs of 
bustoess, the travelling pub- 
lic and the environment 
would never be easy. "But it 
is incumbent on the Goven> 


znent to review the friture 
trunk road programme." 

Altiioagh some ^ans have 
betel r^laced with schemes 
for more modest improve- 
ments, among foose seraiped 
are the Witaey bypass in 
Oxfordshire, foe Yor^Malton 
bypass improvement, tim WU- 
mtogton bypass to D^on and 
stage two of tile M5 junction 
17-21 widening to Avon. 

Rail investment is expected 
to increase above the £1 
billion being spent to 1995^ 
following foe planned privati- 
sation o£ Railtraek to April, 
and the rail franchise direc- 
tor. Roger RaTmfwy ig due to 
pay grats of tip to £1.6 btOtoD 
to private conqanies (foosen 
to operate the railway. 

Extra frmding has been pro- 


vided to meet ariditiooal costs 
onthe Jubflae line Tube exten- 
siem to London, but Lemdon 
Ttan^ort will get nothing 
more than its buulget aQoea- 
ttoa QoasRaiL the projected 
underground link across Lon- 
don, will receive £14 mWinn — 
sufltoiteit to Ite^ it tidStog 
over but DO more. 

Describing the road budget 
cuts as Tii^way robbery", 
the RAC said it would de- 
mand an independent inquiry 
into the environmental and 
road safety consequences. 

Simon Dyer, foe AA’s direo- 
tor-general, said: "Like it or 
not, the US’s economy 
remains road-based. Replac- 
ing foe national roads pro- 
gramme with a few twivately 
financed road schemes will 


not fill tile gap. It stoqily de- 
fers big Trreisury bills until 
afiertbe election,” 

The Bxitid) Roads Federa- 
tion said Britain could loc& 
forward to a "third woi^ 
third rate transport infra- 
structure", while environ- 
ment groups w^xnned foe 
road cute and foe Council for 
the Protection of Rural Eng- 
land said it should sig^ "a 
fi«sh approach to transport 
pol^ in fbe conntr^id^. 

Jill Bartcm, tran^iort cam- 
paigner of the Wildlife Trusts, 
said: "We fear . . . some of the 
money saved will be used to 
fettte} up the rail systteD prior 
to privatisation instead of 
befaig riannelled into produc- 
ing a longer-teim sustetoable 
transport poU^.'* 


Grant cuts ‘will deepen 
crisis in low-rent sector’ 


Housing 


James Meikle, Cemoiunlty 
AfMrs Editor 


B ig cute to bolldtog and 
renovation grants to 
faovteing associations 
and oounciis fuelled predic- 
tions cf a deepening homes 
crisis last night 
Ftmds from the Housing 
Cmporatloa. which distrib- 
utes state aid ftw most new 
social housing to the associa- 
tions, are to be cut by more 
than £300 million over two 
years — a decision that mlt- 
ics said could lead to the Gov- 
enunent tailing weQ short of 
its minhnum 60,000 a year tar- 
for new homes. 

A £400 miHioD cut In hous- 
ing renovation grants over a 
similar pmiod couid lead to 
40.000 fewer council flats 
being rapalred and improved, 
it was claimed. 

There was also fiu7 that tiie 
£1 hilhon loaite porm^ teld 
by the Housing Corporation 
was to be privatised without 
any of the proceeds being in- 
vested to new homes. This 
was adding insult to injury, 
said Nick Raynsford, 
Labour’s housing spokfisman. 

J(^ Gummer, Snvi- 
roiusent Secretary, insisted 
other new measures to in- 
crease private fiinds, includ- 
ing tax incentives for ini'est- 
ment trusts to movv Into the 
lettings business, would still 
mean tiiat there would be 
60,000 ne^- lettings a year 



hi from the cold . . . Gammer has pledged £50m to extend 
the London rougteeleeper initiative to the rest of Britain 


over foe nnt three years. A 
£300 million scheme to speed 
up the transfer of tile most de- 
prived council estates to 
housing associations and pri- 
vate landlords would also 
bring improvg a ents. "We are 
committed to transformtog 
the big nm-down estates," he 
said. 

Mr Gummer also an- 
nounced £50 mllllou over 
three years to extend foe 
rough-sleqpers boitlative — 
aimed at removing homeless 
people frrim the streets of cen- 
tral London to tite rest of 
the country. No one should 
have to sleep roi^ be said. 

Mr Rayndbrd said the cuts 
in Housing Corporation 
funds, coined with foe lack 
of help for homeowners, 
meant foe budget was "a reci- 
pe for continuing inseciirity. 


more repossessions, in- 
creased homelessness, Icmger 
bousing waiting lists, and yet 
more business feUures mid 
redundancies in foe bar^ 
iressed construction 


pre ssefl^ 

tndustzy" 


John Perry, cf the Char- 
Institate of Housing, 
rgtresenttog bonstog profes- 
sionals, said £300 million 
aimed at hurryii^ council es- 
tates into the private sector 
was "robbing Peter to pay 
Paul". 

The National Federation of 
Housing Associations esti- 
mated that its members 
would build only 41,000 
homes next year under Hous- 
ing Corpora&n programmes. 
TT^ compared wifo tiie 76,000 
that ml^t have been built 
under original government 
plans two years ago. 


Poor countries 
lose out by 5pc 


Aid 


tan Black 
DIploinatic Editor 


O VERSEAS aid suSbred 
a cut of more than 5 per 
cent, with the •matri im- 
pact on mnltflattewl assis- 
tance to poor countries — 
much less than had been pre- 
dicted. But the Fbreign Office 
diplonmUc wing was hit by a 
Swingeing 7 per cent cut 
Overseas DeveikqsmeQt Aid 
gystultoe came doro from a 
ptermeil £2,27a miTHnn to 
miTlinw fWRrfalg eairt foe bulk 
of tilis £124 million ^5Aper 
cent — cut would be absorbed 
by multilateral organisatkms 
— sudh as the Doited Nations 
and its specialised agencies — 
from which for technical 
reasons there was already 
reduced demaid. 

The World Development 
MovemeoL a lobby group on 
TTiird World and aid issues, 
said that at constant prices 
the ODA budget had come 
down by 6.7 per cenL while 
foe BAlxffitry of Defence bud- 
get, 10 times that of the aid 
profemnine, was down by 
only 1.7 per cent Taxpayers 
would save about I6p a week. 

"Sixtetei pence do^*t even 
buy a bag m crisps for me or 
you," said Mike Aaronson. di- 
rector general of Save tiie 
Children Fimd. "But in a poor 
country it would buy three sa- 
chets of oral rehyrdation salts 
to treat a child with diar- 
rhoea. That could mean tim 


difference between life and 
death." 

Bilateral aid, which is pro- 
vided direct to developing 
countries and is the mato 
focus of ODA work, would be 
hugely unaffected, ofoclals 
said But tite WDM said foe 
distinction between MwA* of 
assistance was a felse 
"The ODA should not have 
been pat into a pne t tio p to 
have to make thei»G choices.” 

In a battle within, the Bu^ 
pean Union tiiis year, Britain 
refused to increase its conhi- 
bution to multilateral aid 
budgets, arguing that its own 
efibrts ware more efCcienL it 
is also Seeking wide-ranging 
DM refonn to ensure de- 
mands from Ite agencies axe 
kept as low as possible. 

ODA sources said the de- 
crease in demands from 
multilateral institutions 
resulted from vai^tioiis in 
exriia&ge rate, ^lays in file 
drawdown of funds and 
smaller than expected pay* 
nmnts to some organisatic^. 

Foreign Office officialg aate 
that in dealing with the 7 per 
cent cut to the di plnma«<» 
wing ^ fiiom a baseline of 
£1.12 bOlioQ — they would fry 
to avoid hitting already over- 
stretched embasste atooad. 

The Fbreign Office's funda- 
mental expenditure -review 
has already identified effi* 
ctteicy savings rising to £20 
million to 199399. 

Britein has pledged to prin- 
ciple to commit 0.7 per cent of 
its GNP to overseas aid, but 
the latest Budget cuts bring it 
down jfrom 0.31 per cent to a 
record low cf 027 by 1998. 


I 


8 WORLD NEWS Th»e«wiiboi Wednesday- Noveniberas:^^ 

Galapagos islanders say that the government cares more about wildlife than people. Diana Jean Scheme reports from Puerto Ayc^ 

Human influx spells trouble in paradise 


T he commotion in 
recent months in 
these for-off islands, 
where Charles Dar- 
win studied nature 
and chained human under- 
standing. drew competition 
for survival in terms sharper 
ilian most tourists cai^ to 
see. 

Led by a fiery politician, 
hundreds of fishermen, teach- 
ers, bus drivers, and la- 
bourers shut down an airport, 
while others converged at the 
National Paiic Service, tiireat- 
ening to bum down boildings 
and take visitors hostage. 
Radio broadcasts urged loot- 
ing and arson, while ordinary 
p^ple vowed to become guer- 
rillas. Visitors fled a holiday 
paradise turned war gone. 

Nobody was injured during 
the 15-day strike tn the Gala- 
pagos in September, and now 
the protesters dismiss their 
own threats as sabre-rattling 
to gain the attenttoa of the 
Ecnadorean government, 
which they say cares more 
about reptiles than people. 

Ihe clash drew battle lines 
in a conflict fiiat has been 
sunmerints for years, between 
a population swollen with mi- 
^ants fiom Ecuador's main- 
lan d, and conservationists, 
including some residents, 
feel business must bow 
toecok^. 

"Now we see a real polar- 
isation among the people i 
here,” said Pablo Lart^ the ' 
Ecuadorean government's 
represoitative in the Galapa - 1 
gcs. lere believe that ' 

you talk about conserva- 
tion, you don’t want people to 
have jobs.” 

More than 50,000 tourists 
flock to this desolate archipel- 
ago each year, on the lookout 
for such evolutionary won- 
ders as blue-footed boobies, 
marine iguanas, and the ^ 
kinds of finches whose highly 
differentiated beaks in^ired 
Darwin to write The Origin of 
Species. 

The nntmaig here are still 
so unaccustomed to humans 
that they have not learned to 
fear theccL Pellcaus and igua- 
nas do not scurry away when 
a person appears on fiieir 
pa^ mockin^irds flit in and 
out of offic^ and houses 
hunting for insects. The is- 
lands are Cherished by natu- 
ralists. with 95 per cent of the 
reptiles, 75 per cent of the in- 
sects, half of die birds, and 
nearly a fifth of the fish ap- 
pearing nowhere else. 

But scientists wony that 
the rapid growth in the 
human population, from 2,500 
15 years ago to 15,000 now. 


has ta.xed the delicate ecologi- 
cal balmice. With people have 
come :^ressive plant and an- 
imal species — including 
chickens, rats and goats — 
that are mullipiying rapidly, 
along with the overfishing of 
lobster, shark and sea cucum- 
bers by local fishermen and 
jai^ industrial fisheries. 

*^e influx of newcomers. 

most of them lured by the pos- 
sibility of living 4^ nature 
throng tourism or fishing, 
has hardened the debate over 
the future of these island and 


the pie. but they have no Idea 
what went into making the 
pie,” said Jack Nelson, who 
came here firom California 
some 30 years ago and who 
owns the Galapagos Hotel. 

Mr Nelson and others say 
that those clamouring for 
change have broi^t a fron- 
tier mentality to the islands 
that, unchecked, would de- 
stroy the place as a wildlifo 
sanctuary. 

‘T think Galapagos is the 
way it is because the big 
sh^ks from around the world 
didn’t find it until very late,” 
said Andre Mauchamp, chirf 
of the plmit department at the 
Charles Darwin Research 
Station. “The new people who 
are coining don't even realise 
what Galapagos mftans to the 
rest of the world." 

The immediate spark for 
the uprisii^ in September 
was a presidential veto of a 
special law for the islands. It 


would have concentrated 
mcmey and power over the is- 
lands in the hands of the 
people who live here. About 
97 per cent the Galapagos is 
a "-•iMnnfli park, with 27,000 
square miles of the surround- 
ing ocean belonging to a 
special marine reserve. For 
now, many decisions that af- 
fect the island are made by 
the Park Service, and the law 
would have subjected the 
park director to a board 
wei^ted with locally elected 
politicians and representa- 
tives fishermen and tour- 
ist-related businesses. 


It would also have created 
the political framework for 
the Island’s growth, giving it 
the same governmental struc- 
tures as Ecuador's other prov- 
inces, and taxed tour opera- 
tors. But the law did not 
address what ccmservation- 
ists and others consider to be 
the most importmt point a 
limit on immigratim. 

Thou^ protesters backed 
off from their more dire 
threats, fiieir strike was the 
second this year. In January, 
peojjde protesting at a ban cm 
the fishily of sea cucumbers 
occupied the research station 
for two weeks. As word of the 
confrontatlcais spread, said 
Eduardo Dies, who heads the 
association of Galapag(» tom- 
operators. reservations for 
the Galapagos, which account 
for 80 per cent of Ecuador’s 
tourism, fell by 15 per cent 

Ecuadoreans like Fortunato 
Ayala, aged 40, and Miguel 


Andagana, aged 48, both fish- 
ermen, say they came to this 
scrub^ outpost 6D0 miles <tff 
the coast of Ecuador simply to 
s^ a better liie. And &ey 
are astonished that anybot^’ 
would have listened to their 
threats. 

“Nobody here isawarrior,” 
Mr Ayala said, and Jau^ied. 
He recalled that one demon- 
strator si^gested baar^ag a 
car, and instead file group 
torched a tyre. Somebody else 
took 8 can of what they said 
was water, and poured h 
' around the Park Service 
I buildli^ as if it were petrol 
! “It was only a way to put 
ourselves into the discus- 
! sioa," Mr Andagana said, “to 
' order to be hea]^ we had to 
act in a place that would 
make them listen.” 

Most homes here do not 
have publicly supplied drink- , 
tog water, and thete is no 
sewage treatment There is no 
hospital and the school sys- ' 
tern — all sides agree — is a 
shambles. The electricity j 
shuts off at ilpm. I 

Tourists pay S80 to visit the , 
park. The Park Service 
doubled the foe two years ago. I 
promising fite money would 
go to tomrove Galapagos mu- 
oictoalities. But the money 
never left the Park Service; 
which used it to raise salaries 
and to finance other national 
paiks. Socm afterwards, fiie 
two ai r por ts on the Galapagos 
stmrted chargtog tourists fees 
for municipal soviees. But 
peojde complain that that 
xtton^, too, has done nothing 
to toiprove living conditions. 

At the time foes were in- 
creased, miise boats began to 
dominate the market Low- 
budget backpackers, who 
once Oiled the hotels and 
hired boats for day trips, dis- 
appeared. Tourists now ar^ 
nve at the airport, catch 
buses to their bo^ and visit 
file s^ts In what tour opera- 
tors a model of harmony 
between conservation and 
commerce. 

But for dlsaOTected resi- 
dents, the equation ignores 
two problems: the tendency of 
some boats to dump untreated 
waste into the ocean, and the 
residents’ own need to earn a 
Uvtog. 

'“The island may well be the 
human heritage of the whole 
world, but tte human heri- 
tage wont foed us when it's 
all over.” said Eduardo Veliz, 
the congressman who led the 
strike. 

“Most likely, what they 
really want is for us to pack 
up and leave.” — New York 
Times. 


marine reserves. 

”Ever>'one wants a piece of 


think Galapagos is the way it is 
because the big sharks from around 
the world didn’t find it until very late’ 




Shell game . . . Two giant tortoises, unique to the Galapagos Islands, play piggy-back. The isla n ds* growU% human 
population, is demandii^ more hen^t frum fiie exploitation of tourism and natural resources PHoroGRAm round sbtre 
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Mubarak’s party set for poll win 


Politics ‘is a man’s game’ 


ONLY 45 candidates — 
1 per emit— in Bgn>t*8 elec- 
tions are womeii. 

Researchers and women’s 
activists blame snch a poor 
turnout on the traditionai 
belief that politics is a 
man's game. Marlene Ta- 
dros, an activist with the 
human xl^ts group Egyp- 
tian Association for En- 
lightenment, said: **Mauy 
newspapers have taken a 
very provocative line on 
women’s participation In 
the elections. They say 


thinga like ‘Women enter 
men’s battlefield*.** 

Satwa Goma*a, a profbs- 
sw at the American Univer- 
sity in Cairo, criticised par- 
ties for not nominating 
more women. 

The NDP has nominated 
seven women, the opposi- 
tion liberal Wafd and the 
Islamist Labour parties 
have three women each, 
and the socialist National 
Progressive Unionist party 
and al-Ahrar have one 
woman each. — Reuter. 


David Hrst In Cairo 


E GYPT’S ruling National 
Democratic Party 
(NDP), 1<^ to Presi- 
dent Muhai^ is almost cer^ 
tain to be returned to power 
wifii an overwhelmtog majors 
ily in today’s parliamentary 
elections. 

The government insists 
tiiey will be fair; the opposi- 
tion that Qiey wiU be rigged. 
Amid widespread public apa- 
thy. the turnout is mcpected to 
be very low. But it will proba- 
bly be higher than in 1^, be- 
cause the e n t ir e oppositi(xi, 
led by the Muslim Brother^ 
hood, is taking part in polls 
which it fotmerly boycotted. 

Eighteen million voters 
face a choice of 4,227 candi- 
dates for the 444-member 
national assembly. Of the 12 
officially sanctioned parties, 
the NPD is fielding 439 can^- 
dates, the liberal bouigrois 
Wafd 139. the pro-folamist 
Labour 117, the leflwing Ta- 
gamma’ (or Rally) 40, and 
there are a host of tiny, ofl g n 
eccentric, one-issue group- 
ings. such as the Umma party, 
which believes that Egj^s 
salvation lies to the restora- 
tion of the tarbush. 

The greatest challenge to 
the existiDg order comes fro m 
a technically fUeg^ party 
which is fhe target of an in- 
tensi^ing campaign of the 
official repression. Despite 


file unprlsonment oS many of 
its leaders, the Muslim Broth- 
erhood. the non-violent wh^ 
of the Islamist movement, is 
fielding 150 candidates, its 
lugest number, who are run- 
ning as “todependents". 

The opposition parties 
reckon that if the elections 
were truly free and foir they 
would win a third to half the 
seats instead of the 50 or 60 
which, they maintain, is the 
maxfanum the authorities will 
tolerate. They accuse the gov- 
ernment of planning to folsify 
file results on a gniid scale 
and say that' thousands of 
non-existent or out-of-area 
voters have suddenly ap- 
peared on electoral rolls. 

The authorities have 
rejected all pressures for elec- , 


toral reforms and m dimen. 
tary safeguards whitdi would, 
for example, prevent people 
from voting many *f”***? over 
or ballot boxes being filled 
with unused papers. The Mus- 
lim Brotherhood leader, Ma- 
mouD Bodeibl said; “The 
government has for itself 

all the means of chkttii:^ 
which means that cheat it 
will” 

Replsring, the interior min- 
ister. Hassan al-Alfi, said that 
if the opposition “think the 
elections wUl not be clean, 
why do they bother to stand 
and campaign? The that 

the government helps the 
NDP and its candidates is lies I 
and slander.” 

The conflict between gov- 
ernment and folamists is, for I 


; many, only an aspect of a 
more fundamental conilicL 
Adel Hussein, secretary-gen- 
eral of the Labour Party, said: 
“This is a struggle fcac nhang a 
and democracy. It will be dif- 
ficult for the government to 
interfere everywhere [be- 
cause] 'tre are fielding so 
many candidates. As a result 
the turnout may be as hi^ as 
20 per cent instead of the 
usual S per cent w so. 

“Bnt ... if, despite our par- 
ticipation it insists on pre- 
servtog its one-party monop- 
oly, that will be very 
frustrating, especially for 
young people whom we have 
tried to persuade that reform, 
fiirou^ parliament is poss- 
ible. They will be driven 
towards extremism.” 

• Opposition groups have 
complained of government 
control over the mgdia, espe- 
cially radio and television. 

Government-owned televl- 
.Sion has broadcast no news 
reports on the opposition’s 
election campaigns, and 
given increasing coverage to 
the government's pranises 
and achievMneats. 
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Egypt warns Britain of ‘risk’ of harbouring exiles 


bn Black 
Dtolocnatle Eefitor 


E gypt has again pub- 
licly warned Britain 
that by harbooring I^temic 
militants fi ghting to over- 
throw the government of 
President Bcnni Mubarak 
It fooes the prospi^ of 
being hurt itselL 
In a blunt message that 
will dismay the diplomats 
end inteUfeence 
seeking to solve the prob- 
lem discreetly, Egypt's inte- 
rior minister, HaMaw aj. 
Alfi, predicted that Britain 
would be “burned by the 
fire of terrorism** as long as 
It granted esylnm to violent 
fundamentalists, 

“There are Information 
centres for the terrorists 
who roam British soil and 
who hold conferences 
there,” Mr al-Alfi told the 


seml-offlctal Al-Ahram 
newspaper. 

“They also get their in- 
structuma there, all tiie 

attacks that occur are co- 
missioned ftom outside 
Egypt" he said. 

Britain has aaked Egypt 
for information abont sus- 
pected members of the mili- 
tant Jihad (Holy War) 
group or its offohoots who 
are living in Britain. Bnt 
the two coontrles have no 
extradition treaty, and 
tempts to change Britain*s 
asylum laws are likely to 
prove difficult. 

Last week. Jihad clahned 
responsibility for the 
bombing of fie Egyptian 
embassy in Paklaton, in 
which 16 people died and 60 
were wounded. 

Two other militant groups 
said they were iwOtiwH the 
bombing, and one claimed 
responslbiUty for iciiHng an 


Egyptian diplomat in Geo- \ 
eva this month. Shots were 
also fired at Egypt's em-' 
bassylnButearia. 

Cairo is especially con- 
cerned abont two men liv- 
ing in Britain: Adel al-Barl, 
ssdd to have already been 
granted asylum; and Yasser 
al-Serri, sentenced to deatii 
in absentia for aliped in- 
volvement In the attempted 
assassination of the Egyp- 
tian prime minister, Atef 
Sidkl, two years ago. 

Diplomatic sources say 
four other Jihad activists 
are also being monitored. 

Saudi Arabia and several 
other north African 
r^imes challenged by Is- 
lamists have alio singled 
out Britain as a haven. 
President Mubarak has 
spoken more forcefully on 
the subject since surylvtaag 
an assassination attempt In 
Addis Ababa last summer. 




» 



News in brief 


Carter seeks Hutu-Tutsi peace 

FOUR Central African leaders met in Cairo yesterday with 
fianer US president Jimmy Carter try^ to mediate a solution 
to liavoc which conflict between Hutus and Tutsis has 
brou^t to Rwanda, Burundi wtmI their neighbours. 

President Hosni Mubarak of the host country Egypt told the 
ope nin c ocjool o n that peace was vital and he was confident the 
African presidents, from Burundi, Rwanda, fi gawHa anri TaW , 
could lay the groundworis. 

“Ihe enormous human tragedy that hag befrUen the r^on 
in lost lives and a severe refugee problem makes it imperative 
that no effort be qiared to address this situation,’’ he 

Hundreds of thousands ofTutsis were killed in attempted 
genocide by Hutus in Rwanda last year. Bloodshed has contin- 
ued in Burimdi and more than 3 million Rwandan refugees are 
stranded, mostofthem in camps in Zaire. — Reuter. C^ro. 


Hie Guardian Wednesday November 29 1995 


WORLD NEWS 9 


Little hint of Burma 
reconciliation 

BURMA’S National Convention resumed drafting a new consti- 
tution yesterday, but Its chairn^ appeared to rule out recon- 
ciliation between the country’s r uling military and the pro- 
democracy movement 

The convention's 630 delegates reconvened for the first Hme 
since tiie generals’ State Law and O^r Restoration Council 
released Aung San Suu K 3 ^ the leader of the pro-democracy 
leader, after six years’ house arrest Last week she called for a 
dialt^ue with the military and reform of the convention. 

Coaveotkm chairman Major-General Myo Nyunf s opening 
comments implicitly rejected any change to the composition or 
work of the convention itiiich has met on and off for three years 
and has enshrined a dcmiinant role for the armed in the 

draft constitution. 

“Slorc will never allow the good work achieved so for to be 
weakened,” General Myo Nyunt declared. “We will never allow 
the National Convention. . .tobedis^bedbyanyforces." 

fo a pressconforence last week Ms Suu Kyi warned “we 
reject [the convention] in its present fc»m” and threatened 
boycott by her party’s 97 dele^tes if it continued on Its present 
"undemocratic" course. — Nick Cumming-Bnux, Bangkok. 


Market blaze. . . Shopownera and pasae«-by watch army reaena nperatirmn aft»r m fim ntialfft-. lAwgiwpniaTiy p«w>p 1 o mtasing faarftd dand. 
and eanmng losses of £20 million. The market, selling low-priced clothes, had stocked np for Christmas and Mnslim Bid fiestivities photograph: mupiy munr 


Algerian general shot dead 

GUNMEN) killed an Algerian army general on Monday, the 
government said yesterday, tn the first big attack since foe 
presidential polls 12 days ago. 

Gesinul Mohamed Boutighaoe. tiie most senior army tfficer to 
be UUed in four years of civi] strife, was shot (tead at about 7pm 
(1600 GMT) vriiile ^x^ing in the Birmandries suburb of Algiers, 
foe official APS news agency said, quoting a ddbnce ministry 
statement The 59-year<)ld general, who was the commander at 
Algeria’s national coast guard service, dkd of his wounds sbortiy 
after he was rushed to the main army bospital in Algiers. 

Hig IrinmgffflTng WAarty right Vw^irg T.iarnintf 

Zeroual took the oath cf office. — Reuter, 


Malan warns trial may cause ‘turmoil’ 


I 
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Suharto backs self-rule aim 

INDONESIA’S President Suharto gave his support yesterday to 
claims by the Mora National Liberation Front (MNLH for an 
autonomous regton in the south Philimilnes, the diainnan of a 
group of Muslim scholars said. 

“ff the Mofo struggle ftr foeir own oounby, certainly Indonesia 
win not help," Amfen Rais. Muhammdiyah rhairmgn. quoted Mr 
Suharto as saying during a meeting. “But if they want autonomy 
for social-economic improvement, certainly they win be helped.” 

Indonesia, by population the world’s largest Muslim couahy, 
whosenortbanprovliicesborderonthetroubledsoutheniPhil- 
ipgnnes islands, is hosting peace talks between the Pldlippines 
government and tioeMNLF. —Reuter. Jakarta. 


DavM Beresford 
in Johawnesbuig 


You’ll believe a man can walk 

SUPERMAN actor Christopher Reeve is makmg a superhuman 
effort to walk again, it emergfed today. 

’Ihe 42-year<)1d actor, paralysed from the neck down after a 
riding accident in May. is ezerciaing for up to six hours a day in 
an eGbrt to regain some <rf his former powers. 

“I take a proactive approach to iny re-hab because that means I 
win walk again.” he told US television audiences. “One of the best 
ways to be ready is to keep foe musdes In shape." 

Speaking of Itfe at the New Jersey clinic where be is learning to 
breathe a^inwtttiout a ventilator, be said: ’There are peoide who 
have no motivation to j^t out of bed here.” But, holding his wife 
Dana's hand. Reeve said; “Here is my motlvatioxL Without Dana 
and my kids I couldn't do any of this." 


Jailed soccer boss. . .TtaeformerownerofOlympique 
Marseille, Bernard Tapie, is led from an appends court in 
Douai, northern France, yesterday after being sentenced 
to eight months In priMn with 16 months suspended on 
charges of match rigging photograph; Thomas coex 


Israeli jets attack Lebanon 

ISRAELI warplanesattacked suspected guerrilla positions in 
■i^ Qiith Lebanon yesterday, after sdvoes of rockets landed inside 
north Israel slightb' wounding four people and making thou- 
sands more people flee to their bomb shelters. 

Nearly 30 Katyusha roctets hit Israel in the heaviest barrage 
for months. Respcmsibility was claimed by foe HizboUah group of 
miiihiT it Tgiamisfe;, backcd by Iranand Syna. 

The attack was linked by some Israeli commentators to foe 
latest tentative peace-feelers put out b>' Damascus. 

Ifferael could be provoked Into repdsol attacks in south 
Lebanon, the theoo' runs, then the Americans would feel obliged 
to press hardfar talks. In which SjTia could present itself as the 
main military power and the chief peace enforcer in Lebanon. 

ferael is unlikely, however, to risk being labelled the aggressor 
as happened In 1993 when Katyusha attacks prtmipted a land, sea, 
and air bombaidment. killing 130 Lebanese civilians and causing 
thousands more to flee . — Derek Brtmn. Jerusalan. 


T he former defence 
minister. Magnus 
Malan, set foe scene 
yesterday for his trial 
on IS murder rjiat^ by em- 
phatically denying involve- 
ment in a “third force" con- 
spiracy to destabilise the 
country. 

In defiance of advice from 
his defence lawyers, the for- 
mer military commander met 
foreign correspondents to 
warn of "turmoil” if the state 
proceeded with foe case. 

General Malan is due to ap- 
pe^ In court with 10 retired 
military officers on Friday to 
bear details of allegations 



S Korea reopens coup case 

A SOUTH Korean court has opened the way to legal action against 
former presidents Roh Tae-woo and Chun Doo Hwan by striking 
down an earlier decision not to indict leaders ofa 1980 coup, state 
radio sa id yesterday. 

Fifteen years ago the May 17 coup was followed by a vicious 
milttary crackdown on a prodemocnicy revolt in foe south- 
western city of Kwangju, resulting officially In almost 200 deaths. 

Families cf victims have fought to declare the coup ill^ and 
pimish Mr R(^ Mr Chun and 56 others they blame for the 
massacre. But prosecutors said bi July that they would not 

^^TT ^/^aHt utional caurl considering an appeal against that 
said a decision would be announced tomorrow. 

Yesterday state radio and local newspapers said the court bad 
already decided to u|foold the appeal 
The prosecutors said thecoupand the Kwangju massacre were 
a “tvptetl nding act” and there were no grounds for charges. 

thecourt's nilii^ deckired "a successful coup is uko subject to 
punishment”, reports said. — Reuter. 


against them. They have been 
charged with murder over a 
massacre of 13 people in 1987 
In the black township at Rwa- 
Makhutha In KwaZulu-Natal 
Leaks from special investiga- 
tors suggest the charges 
relate to training Inkatha hit 
squads by milttary intelli- 
gence in foe mid-1980s. 

While insisting that he 
could not discuss matters 
relating to the trial, foe gen- 
eral said: "My conscience is 
clear." He had no knowledge 
of the murders — which he 
described as a “despicable 
deed" and a “^ast^ act" — 
and said foe arrests were a 
political ploy timed to influ- 
ence local government elec- 
tions. 

Accusing the authorities or 


Villagers grieve as 
Kashmir war blurs 


Suzanne Goldenberg 
in Kreeri seeslighters 
backed by New Delhi 
in the ascendant 


mother of Syed Qai- 
ear Bokhari wanders 
around her house with 
the slow gait of the griev- 
ing. She buried her youn- 
gest son this month in the 
aucestral graveyard, at a 
funeral attended by thou- 
sands of people — more 
than two years after he 
vanished from his home. 

His disappearance on 
August 3 1993 and the 
recent discovery of his 
body OR November 12 have 
assumed an unusual impor- 
tance in Kashmir, where, 
for six years, people have 
regularly gone missing. 
The case is seen as evidence 
of atrocities by Islamist 
militants at a time when 
they are losing ground to 
New Delhi's counter-insur- 
gency campaign. 

After Bakbari. aged 18, 
failed to return home, bis 
family heard he had gone 
for arms training in Paki- 
stan. This month, they 
learned of his fate. Kreeri 
village In Baramullah dis- 
trict — once the preserve of 

the militantly Islamist Hla- 
bul mojahedin fell under 
the influence of the rival 
Mnslim mojahedin. Tbe>’ 
are among several new 
groups fighting the Islam- 
ists with the help of India's 
security forces. 

In the resulting up- 
heaval. the Muslim mojahe- 
din seized a man from a 
nearby village who claimed 
he had been forced to par- 
ticipate in B ukhar i’s execu- 
tion. Hie man, a baker, led 
them to the orchard where 
Bukhari had been killed. 
The cord with which he had 
been strangled was still 
around his neck. 

"Bad they shot him dead 
and left the body there we 
would not have died dally 
for more than two years,” a 
relative said- ”We will 
remember for generations 
how he was kill^.” 

A few miles away in the 
village of Palhalan. the 
family of schoolteacher 
Fayaz .Ahmed Dar has a 


treating the former security 
forces and the liberation 
movements unequally, he 
quoted a cabinet minister as 
saying that the “defenders of 
apartheid” did not have the 
same moral standing as Thnwp 
who fooght against it Tfe 
witness here the sanctifica- 
tion of the stnig^ as di»nTtpd 
1^ the ANC/South African 
Communist Party alliance 
and the big silence about 
their past" 

He cited a string of alleged 
atrocities by the African 
National Congress. Including 
last year's Shell House massa- 
cre outside its national head- 
quarters. "Demonstrators 
were killed in cold blood by 
the ANC.” be said. “No legal 
action has been taken in this 


case. The process of justice 
has been disregarded.” 

He said that “at no stage did 
the state security council in- 
dicate, pla^ or decide on 
murder actions.” IT any coun- 
cil member were to be 
charged wifo such dee^ it 
"might trirmnll . . . po- 

litically anri economically". 
Asked if he, as the official 

in rhar pi of thp militar y, hra-ft 

responsibility for criminal 
actions by units trained and 
associated wifo the military. 
Gen Malan said suidi a con- 
nection should be avoided. 
"The defence forces cannot be 
held responsible should ... 
any other individual or group 
trained by [them] decide to 
commit a crime.” 

Gen Malan said foe court 


case and planned truth com- 
mission tile p<^antiaT to 
antagonise the "moderate. 
maiTu»trt»am cf the 

country". Asked by the 
(Guardian whether he had any 
knowledge of a “third force” 
conspiracy, the training of 
non-statak^ forces or the 
supply of weapons to Inkatha, 
be said- ‘"Hib answer is no ” 
Gen Malan's prosecution is 
proving a big embarrassment 
for the Nattcmal Party leader. 
F. W. d e Ee rt. who is feeing 
strong criticism w ithin Afrl- 
kanerdom for felling to pro- 
tect his fmmer underlings. 
Tbe deputy president was hu- 
miliate at the weekend when 
Nelson Mandela described 
him as a “joke” after be had 
called for senior ANC mem- 


bers to be prosecuted for their 
part in tile armed strug^. 

At the other end of the polit- 
ical spectrum. Mr De Klerk 

suffered ann^hai- hinniliaKiwi 

at the hands of his predeces- 
sor, P. W. Botha, with the dis- 
closure that the fbnner state 
president had obtained Mr 
Mandela’s permission to pub- 
lish secret cabinet minutes In 
bis btogrt^hy. Mr De Klerk 
had previously censored the 
minutes, which foowed hira 
to have been more conserva- 
tive in his attitudes to the 
reform process than popu- 
larly believed. 

P^ident Mandela and Mr 
Botha have both repeatedly 
made it clear that foey prefer 
eadi other's company to that 
of AfrDe Klerk. 


r- • 


umilar story but featuring 
different culprits. 

Dar, aged 26. was forced 
down fiwm a lorry at gun- 
point in Augi^ last 
Muslim mojahedin. His 
family believes he was 
killed because he was reli- 
gioos. althoi^ they say he 
had no links to the Eizbul 
mojahedin. 

They say they know 
where he is buried, but a 
relative said: ’“Hie govern- 
ment will not allow os to 
recover the body. Th^ are 
afraid of people coming to 
know that he was killed 1^ 
the Mnslim mojahedin.” 

The government points to 
tbe rise of its sponsored 
fighters as evidence of the 
unpopularity of tzaditional 
militants. But many Kasb- 
miris are onconvinced. 
"Atrocities and extortion 
are there on all sides, In all 
organisations,” a promi- 
nent Kreeri villager said. 

Villagers are wary of 
speaking out against any of 
the the militants because 
tbey are not certain wtao 
will next be in power. 

Many separatist leaders 
say the Indian security 
forces have been attempt- 
ing to infiltrate the move- 
ment since its inception in 

1989, and that the new 
groups have no power with- 
out their backing. 

'Hiis spring saw the emer- 
gence of Euka Farray, a 
powerTul crusader against 
the Islamists, whose men 
are openly boused in ^ 
dian army barrack. 

"If 600,000 Indian army 
forces are there, what dif- 
ference does it make if 
there are 1,000 more people 
— even if they are from our 
soil and sp^ our lan- 
guage?” said Syed Ahmed 
Geelaoi. leader of the pro- 
Pakistani Jamaat Islami, 
the political arm of the Hlz- 
bul mojahedin. 

In the post four months, 
the renegades have moved 
down from their bases in 
north Kashmir towards Sri- 
nagar. setting tbe stage for 
fl final confrontation. 

This month, th^ fought 
gunbattles for control of 
Hazrat Bal, a sacred 
mosque expected to become 
the next focus of a war in 
which the division between 
the two sides is becoming 
increasingly blurred. 
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A very modest budget 

Mr Clarke is saving the reai thing for next year 


YESTERDAY KENNETH CLARKE took 
a scatter gun and fired political pop 
com among the nooks and crannies of 
middle England. Scotland and Wales. 
No potential voter was too small to 
receive some of his largesse except for 
such doctoral^ imimportant groups as 
single mothers, the unemployed, the 
young homeless, poorer old a^ pen- 
sioners and others relying on state 
handouts for their , existence. If the 
largesse was less than expected it was 
partly because this budget (politically) 
is a downpayment on a more overtly 
pre-electoral budget next year and 
partly because worsening government 
borrowing — the 1995 budget deficit is 
£7.5 billion hi^ier than forecast last , 
year — doesn’t leave bim much room 
for a budget that would have satisfied 
the likes of John Redwood as well as the 
City. It was broadly neutral, but its 
most important factor may turn out to 
be the dog that didn't bark. The Chan- 
cellor didn’t even bother to mention 
monetary policy which, remember, was 
the Ark of the Covenant in the early 
eighties. But he must be praying that 
the native caution of this budget will 
pacify the City enough to pave the way 
for an early Eduction in interest rates 
in of which savers are 

being compensated with a reduction in 
tax to 20 per cent (which at a cost of 
£800 million is the second most expen- 
sive item in the budget after the Ip cut 
in the basic rate). But if interest rates 
do drop, he may have over-provided in 
his spending plans because the Trea- 
sury’s net interest bin in the Budget 
Red Book is forecast to rise by nearly £2 
billion next year despite a forecast of 
sharply dediniz^ bozrowing and a 
world climate of lower rates. Something 
wrong there, surely. 

There w^re, to be fair, a number of 
good thing s in thte budget InrlnHing 
increased provision for old age. more 
encouragement for employee share 
ownership, green petrol taxes and 
poorer tax payers being comiKnsated 
through the lower rate band being wid- 
ened by £500 more than statutory Index- 
ation. Both education and the health 
service were spared the cuts which 
many on the right would like to have 
seen. A 1.6 per cent increase in real 
terms for the health service is much 
better than last year — with an espe- 
cially large increase for fbinily health 
services up of 3.9 per cent — and 
reflects Mr Qax^e’s genuine commit- 
ment to a broadly free health service 
compared to to many of his cdleagues. 
But better doesn't necessarily mean 
good. Health is an e:o»nding industry 
absolutely vital to our existence and 
ought to be expanding at a rate at least 
close to the underlying growth of the 
economy. Mr Clarke expects consumer 
spending generally to rise by 2.75 per 
cent next year. Why couldn't we be 
spending an equivalent increase on 
social bousing rather than cutting the 
meagre fhnds that remain? The extra 
funds for schools are to be welcomed, 
though, tbr s imilar reasons, they are 
not nearly big enough and, as the Chan- 
cellor hinted yesterday, the extra funds 
have to be fimnelled through local au- 
thorities which are already spendii^ 
£790 million above their Standard 


Spending Assessment. Mr Clarke, 
rather naively, appealed to parents to 
persuade their local authorities to pass 
the money on ^thout saying how. 

Like most recent budgets this one 
will probably look different tomorrow. 
However, the fact that its contents were 
less ovotly electioneering than many 
haii supposed should not Uind us to the 
fact that it was still a cynical exercise 
designed to woo wavering voters back 
into toe Conservative fold and emphati- 
cally not a budget tl^t addresses toe 
underlying problems of the UK econo- 
my. The Chanc^lor was boxed in by the 
ghosts of fbe past The Govanment's 
persistent inability to meet its own 
targets for benrowing made it into a 
prisoner of its own nustakes. If toe 
Budget had been too lax the City, now 
imafiaid of the Labour alternative, 
would have given it toe thumbs down 
and started selling gilts and sterling. 

^^t we needed was a Budget for 
Britain, not for the (^nservative Party. 
The Chancellor should have spent what 
money he had to encourage business, 
investment and infiiastructure without 
which the economy will not be able to 
expand without running into in- 
flationary bottlenecks. The Tnain prob- 
lem in the economy is underinvestment 
(or over-oonsumption). You don't cure 
this by cutting taxes any more than you 
put out a fire by pouring oil on it The 
fact that we have for so long expected 
toe Chancellor to act true to form 
j doesn't alter toe fact toat toere is no 
' economic case for it Pr^essor Alan 
Walters, former adviser to Mrs 
Thatcher (who advocated a £3 to £5 
billion of tax cuts) at least wanted th^ 
all to be used to raise the threshold at 
which toe poorest people start to pay 
tax rather than cozying up to Tory 
constitaents with cuts in toe basic rate. 

There was virtually notoing in this 
budget for industry beyond a small cut 
in national insurance contributions. 
TTie (jovemment will be pushed to 
achieve this year's forecast of 2.75 per 
emit economic growth and next year’s 
now that industry Is reducing pz^uc- 
tion in order to get rid of mounting 
stockpiles of unsold goods. And next 
year’s 3 per oent target will largdly 
depezid on a re^val of world trade and 
a cut in interest rates. The Budget will 
only help this process by enablhig con- 
sumers to buy more imports. 

Meanwhile, Labour was purring with 
delight yesterday in toe beUef that their 
low tax campaign had helped boxed the 
Chancellor in and that a Ip reduction in 
the basic rate still 1^ voters 6p in the £ 
worse off since toe cuts started. Curi- 
ous. Labour has been left ftee to raid 
the utilities with its proposed windfall 
tax now that Mr Clarke has rubbished 
it so much he dare not revive it next I 
year. Labour also believes that contin- ' 
ued high borrowizig wont leave Mr 
Clarke with much scope for future tax 
cuts. It simply doesnt believe that toe 
Govermnent is on course to balance the 
budget by the end of the decade. Per- 
haps they need an injection of opti- 
mism. Suppose it were true? In that 
event an inminiTig Blair govenunent — 
ziot pledged to a balanced budget — 
would inherit one. Earlier Labour gov- 
ernments would tove killed for that 


Mr President flies into town 

It's great to see Mr Clinton, but don't hope for Irish miracles 


AN article in toe New York Times this 
week reveals that for most American 
television watchers — which is another 
way of saying most Americans — the 
small bit of the world outside toe 
United States is composed solely of 
Bosnia and Israel From what the tele- 
vision tells them, the ozily foreigner 
who is important to Americans is Boris 
Yeltsin, thou^ a big man called Kohl is 
also in charge of Germany. Northern 
Ireland, whi^ people in these Islands 
fondly or fearfully believe to be a trans- 
atlantic obsession, registers little or not 
at all in the consciousness of modem 
Americans. 

The New York Times observations 
provide a nice corrective to the some- 
tiniK exce^ve hopes and anxieties 
whi(to toe Irish and British govern- 
ments have attached to President Clizt 
ton's visit to the British Isles this week. 
For several months the Irish have en- 
couraged the belief that the presidential 
presence will push toe Northern Ire- 
land peace process in their preferred 
direction. For much toe same j^od 
the British have been engaged in an 
equal and opposite defensive exercise to 
prevent the president from bouncing 
th^ into any such thizig. Dublin wants 
Mr Clinton to cajole the British into a 
less rigid posture on aims decommis- 
sioning and to push forward along the 
all-Ireland tracks London sees toe visit 
as a threat not an opportunity, whose 
least worst outcome will be an expres- 
sion of White House support for Ulster's 
anxieties over IRA arms. 


Both goveznznents habitually speak 
the lai^uage of progress. They talk of 
movii^ forward to fUrtoer joint meet- 
ings and ^reements, as if this process 
is the same thing as reconciliation 
itself. Yet this ran conceal more than it 
No amount of on-off-on talks 
betwem the Johns Major and Bruton 
can compensate for toe absence of solid 
and growing pc^nilar compromise be- 
tween Unionist and Nationalist politi- 
esd traditions. All toe evidence this 
week, however, is that Ulster’s politi- 
cians are moviz^ fiirtoer apart not 
closer tc^ether. Some of this is ritual 
tribal talk, but it is a discordant descant 
to toe strugglmg governmental efforts. 

There is a similar dangm: toat profes- 
sional politicians and ^plomats may 
expect more ftom toe Clinton visit than 
it can achieve. The roller-coaster of 
e^iectation and rumour has rattled up 
and down at dizzjring speed these last 
few days. On Monday all was ^oom and 
confusiozL By yesterday morning the 
clouds were partita As the Irish Times 
put It yesterday, aficionados know that 
one day's debacle can become the next 
day’s dream scenario. Most people here 
— and in Northern Ireland too — sim- 
ply hope toat an honourable compro- 
mise can be struck. They may even feel 
toat John Major is beirig too cautious, 
though don’t count on iL But they won’t 
trust toe IRA unless there is better 
proof that they are committed to a 
peaceful dleaL It's great to see Mr Clin- 
ton over here again but realists should 
not look for ml TO Cl fts- 



Letters to the Editor 


Out on a limb over arms 


If you thought you’d heard 
the last of Bosnia ... 


H OW is it that tiu de- 
mand for a token de- 
commiasiomne ct IRA 
weapons now Uireatens to eod 
die Northern Ireland “peace 
process'? It is dear that the 
smrender -of some weapons, 
from a renewable stock of \m- 
known siae. has little military 
fiignfficanfie. So what sigoifi- 
cance does it have? 

As so often in Northern Ire- 
land. the issue torm on con- 
tradictory deflnitrais whose 
existence is barely recog- 
nised. The hamling-over of 
arms is intended to signify an 
admission by the IRA that 
I these are Ulkit w^poos held 
by 'terrorists". The giving-up 
of arms on this b»is would 
imply an unqualified recogni- 
tion of British sovereignty. 

From the IRA’s point of 
view, these arms have been 
justified means in an anti-im- 
pena^ struggle, and are lit- 
tle different from those de- 
ployed by the British 
government, defined as a co- ' 
lonial oppressor enga^d In 
conflict over sovereignty. 
Hence the IRA’S demand that 
any surrender of weapons be 
recLprocai 

The British government 
should acknowledge that 
there is more than one view 
of the arnud conflict Its le- 
gitimacy is an l»oe on which 
the two sides must agree to 
differ. The propc»ed mtema- 
tional oonunissloa can medi- 
ate this argument from 
outside. 

The cessation of armed 
action his alre^ly been a 
major shift for the Republican 
movement We should ask 


whether our government’s in- 
sistence on the IRA's surrott- 
der of arms before Sinn Fein 
is included in taive is ifkriy to 
further or to hm/tof their de- 
velopment into peaceful pdit- 
Ical entities. The British gov- 
ernment is now demanding as 
a precondition of talks what 
slmuld fbUow from their suc- 
cessful coadusion. 

Michael Rostin. 

Coeditor, Soundings. 
cfo Lawrence and Wishart, 
I99a So uth L ambeth Road. 
London SWB IXX. 

T he poss^ion of arms 
does not imply toat any 
body country or organisa- 
tion — is automatically at 
war. ff that were the case, 
then all countries organi- 
sations possessing arms must 
be at war with eadi other. 

Armies do not disarm at the 
end of wars. They certainly 
do not disarm unilateiaUy. 
unless forced to do so. 
rightly see that the absence of 
arms results (mly In vulnera- 
bility. The question should 
not be why the IRA won't give 
up its arms, but to what or to 
whom does it see itself vul- 
nerable? I would suppose toat 
the answers are. fir^ to the 
British government as a colo- 
nial power, and second, to loy- 
alist terrorists. 

It would not be surprising if 
the British government 
weren't indined to do mudi 
about the former, but toe loy- 
alist ter ro rist groups do not 
even seem to be in the equa- 
tion at present. They do not 
seek a place at toe negotiating 
table; tbeir arms ate not 


apparentiy under discussiwx 
and they have no prominent 
pditical figures directly rep- 
resenting either their interest 
or any possible concessic^ 
toey ml^ make. Flexibility 
on this point may be what 
Downing Street should seek. 
CatberineRose. 

2 Near Town, Olney. 
BudsME464AN. 


W B certainly cannot be 
said to be showing 
much statesmanship here. As 
soon as Yugoslavia is at 
peace, we start selling them 
weapons again. Yet in Ire- 
land, we do not even want to 
talk to them until th^ have 
handed over their weapons 
This would lead someone 
more cynical toan myself to 
some ratoer improbable coH' 
elusions. Of course, an obvl 
ons answer to tots absurd po- 
Utical impasse would be Ibr 
the Irish to place (some of) 
their arms Lo e s cro w with a 
mutually acceptable third 
party until negotiations are 
completed. Parties such as 
Nato or even the US of A 
come to mind. 

Jermy Karlin. 

Old HiU. Lamberbuzst 
Kent TN3 SEN. 

S INCE toe Government is 
incapable of acting as a 
peace broker, it seems obvi- 
ous toat peace-broking must 
be entzusted (however shame- 
fill tois may be ibr us Britons) 
to an international body. 

Alan Leadbetter. 

18 Madison Street, 

TunrtaU, 

Stoke-on-TVent ST6 5HT. 


D enis HBALBrS forebod- 
ings on the Dayton peace 
agreements and his call fior a 
properly fended UN (Pax 
Americana, November 24) are 
timely. It appears all too 
likely that the ghastly tragedy 
I cf tormer Yugoslavia has not 
' yet run its course. 

It was ne\‘er remotely poss- 
ible that 7,500 UN troope 
could separate violently hos- 
tile parties or defend safe 
havens. Ihe Clinton adminis- 
tration will pull out its pro- 
posed ground troops in re- 
election year as soon as the 
body baip start to return 
hocae. Mr Rifklnd has already 
confirmed that the day the US 
quits, the UK goes with them. 
Only the commitment of ex- 
ceptional numbers and 
resources tor long-term, con- 
structive peacek^in^ in- 
cluding reconstruction, and 
care of htindrcds cf thousands 
of refugees, can hope to 
achieve an enduring 
settlement. 

Christopter Farley. 

531 Middlewood Road, 
Sheffield SeiTN. 

D enis healby discusses 

the western actions after 
the civil war in former Yugo- 
slavia had ftiUy developed. It 
Is a pity that he does not dis- 
cuss also the western govern- 
ments' actions before and 
during toe eaziy stages of toe 
conflict 

Lord Carrington, the first 
European mediator in Yugo- 
slavia. asserted In a recent in- 
terview that toe mtmmational 
community should never 
have been involved beyond 


organising peace conferences. 
He said the partition of Yugo- 
slavia would not have bwn 
worse without the involve- 
ment of the West, but "hun- 
dreds of thousands dead, mU- 
Uons etonically cleansed and 
massdestructi^ all tois may 
not have happened, if every- 
thing was left to the 
Yugoslavs'*. 

Lord Healey writes that 
Americans wrecked the 
Vance/Owen 1993 plain, Lud 
Carrington reminded us that 
his pim tor Bosnia-Bnxego- 
vixuu negotiated in March 
1992 by his deputy Ambassa- 
dor Cutileiro, was r^ted by 
the Americans, . 

The two i^ana were very 
similar. However, the great 
merit of the 1992 plan was 
that It was negbtia^ before 
toe bloodshed and destruction 
started. 

Aleksa Gavrltovie. 

8 Rowley Avenue, 

Stafford ST179AA. 

R ichard Norton-Taylor is 
right (The ghosts of Nu- 
remberg. November to be 
pessimistic about tte fiwth- 
coming international tribunal 
in toa former Yugo^vla. But 
the toe world’s media con do 
sometbin? they con remind 
us frequently and for years to 
come of ftie crimes these evil 
men and women committed. 
Radovan Karadzic may not 
rot In jail but we ba\*e 
the ideasure of seeing him 
boimded for the rest of his 
life. 

M Steiner. 

16 Friars Walk. 

Laaioa N14 5LS. 



Listing heavily to one side 


The Budget; the critique begins 


T he Chancellor's an- 
nouncement yesterday 
toat Housing Benefit will be 
re s tricted to young people 
under 25 living in shared ac- 
oomiDodation will lead to in- 
creased homelessness. Most 
young people leave home b^ 
fore toe age of 25. Altomigh 
most of these are economi- 
cally independent, young 
people in work receive the 
lowest wages. Students and 
toose on training schemes 
rely on grants and low train- 
ing allowances. Young people 
under 25 already receive 
lower levels of ben^t and 
most rely on the private sec- 
tor for accommodation. Yet 
renting prtrotely- is expen- 
sive. and many rely on hous- 
ing benefit 

The Govermnent proposes 
to restrict it to shared accom- 
modation. It is unreasonable 
to ^cpect everyone to live in 
shared housing until age 2S. 


A Country Diary 


The withdrawal of benrtlt 
will lead to those young 
people who are most vulnera- 
ble becoming homeless. 

Sose Wald. 

Young Homelessness Groiqi. 
Victor Adebowale. 
(^trepoint 
Ian Sparkes. 

The Children’s Society. 

John Fitzmaorice. 

CHAR. 

2 Swallow Place. 

London WlRTAA. 

( MUST be among many who 
would be happy to forgo yes- 
terday's tax cute by contribut- 
ing to a new charitable foun- 
dation that would give schMls 
and hospitals the money they 
actually need. Contributors 
would probably even force toe 
Government to give income- 
tax relief. Any takers? 

R William Eferrisou. 

5 Shrewsbury Lane. 

London SE18 3JE. 


blue in sunshine. More than 


A Turner for 
the worse 

M egan Tresldder asks 
Unterview, Outlook, No- 
vember 25) If Nick Serota "de- 
served all the vitriol”. Yes! He 
should pot himself up Kx the 
Turner, in a bath of formalde- 
hyde. Nude, of course, so that 
we could all see that the em- 
peror had no clothes. 

CProf) James H Sang FRSP. 

10 Surrenden Road, 

Brighton BNl 6PQ. 

D onald Godden’s words 
on Harrison Birtwistle's 
music (Letters, November 25) 
voice what Tve meant to ask 
for years; how do "composers" 
write down what, in pei^- 
manoe, to pure ca- 

' coplu^*? And how do "real" 
musicians feel about playing 
tt? Musician Chris West, in 
his letter, said toe unsayable, 
and should be applau^d; 
it would be interesting to 
learn how he, and his col- 
leagues. read toe stuff. Per- 
haps don't — for, surely, 
no one in any audtence cmild 
possibly detect a wrong note 
from a "ri^’ one. 
SzlcMUlward. 

2 Victoria Row, 

Enypersley, 

Stoke-on-Trent STB 7FU. 

P RESUMABLY the Newcas- 
tle United chairman new 
speaking out in fevour of 
"players' ri^ts" end stating 
toat "tlfe looney's not In toe 
game for tranafers'' (Chair- 
man Hall stands up for pay- 
ers' rights, November 28) is 
not the sazne John Hall who 
made his fortune on cheap 
non-union labour and then 
spent many millions on buy* 
ii% players for Newcastle. I 
suppose tf football is to be 
dominated by big business 
toen we can hardly complain 
iriien it is dominated by hy- 
pocrisy too. 

Ed Horton. 

8 Nixon Ro^ 

Oxford 0X4 4BU. 


Please Include a full postal 
address, even on e-mailed 
letters, and a daytime 
telephone number. We may edit 
letters for clarity and concision. 
We regret we cannot 
acknowledge those we do not 
use. 


T he listing of 21 modern 
buildiDgs has been exten- 
sively criticise but undeser- 
vedly so (*Detested’ buildings 
saved for cation, November 
21). These buildings push out 
the frontiers of design 
technology and are amongst 
the most important architec- 
tural st a tements of tteir day. 
Listing does not mean that a 
building cannot be altered or 
adapted or even demolisbeiL 
Rather, it allows its merits to 
be properly assessed before 
decisions are taken, 

Kathryn Baird. 
Associatioilof 
Conservation Oflacers. 

North Shropshire 
District Council, 

Edinburgh House. 

New Strwt, 

WEM. Shropshire SY4 5DH 


A A UCH of what Ros Coward 
IVIsays (Ecstasy in the 
church raveyard, November 
on toe rise of emotional- 
ism in many churriies is ac- 
curate: disinformation apd 
confusion about the Holy 
Spirit abound. However, to 
characterise it as toe result of 
toe Church being "dominated 
by evangelists" is wrong. 

The word evangelist 1$ from 
toe Greek, meaning one who 
proclaims the good news. It is 
the biblical word of God 
rathOT than spiritual experi- 
ence which is of primary im- 
portance to toe evangelik, so 
that toe claims of Jesus can 
be judged soberly without 
resort to pure c^eeture. 
NickClube. 

40 Whitney Drive. 

Stevenage. 

Herts SG14BJ. 


lAffHAT waiped manifesta- 
WVtlon of sentlmentali^ 
could have led to the decision 
to list London's Millbank 
Tower? The cenfuries-old 
view down W hitehall to toe 
Abbey and Palace of West- 
minster is rudely terminated 
by its blunt-ended form, while 
Turner's famous soft perspec- 
tive of Parliament anrf the 
Thames is now interrupted by 
its hard profile. Even Tudor 
London’s last great vista 
down St James’s Street to toat 
redbrick Palace is dwarfed by 
this Intruder. Passers-by are 
assaulted by wind 

currents and traffic engmeer- 
ing which ha« killed ^his sec- 
tion of riverside. 

Ptolemy Dean. 

11 ClaverUm Street, I 

London $Wl. 


R OS (toward tells us that 
the problem with evan- 
gelicals and cbarismatics is 
that we "justifir Indifference 
to this world'’. Apparently 
we’re only interested in our 
emotions. 

Ian Cotton (The haiioinjfl h 
chorus, November 25) tells us 
of effective projects, centred 
on these emotional evangeli- 
cal churches, which are very 
succesafol in hefoing the dis- 
advantaged. But he's clearly 
puzzled. 

Looks like we can't win. Or 
could it be toat emotion, ac- 
companying an inner com- 
mitment, can sometimes 
to very effective action? 
MikePIdd. 

4 Prospect Drive. 

HestBank. 

Lancaster 

LA26HX. 


BODMIN MOOR: Below 
North Hill, with its pinnacled 
granite church tower and 
slate-hm^ steep pas- 

ture leads down to the river 
Lynher under the eastern 
flank of Bodmin Moor. In this 
sheltered verdant valley toe 
Trebartha Estate fosters tra- 
ditional livestock farms and 
woodland in a partlike land- 
scape. South Devons still 
graze outside, oaks are 
thickly crowned with leaves 
but old stra^Ung hollies in 
the hanger wood are wintery 
with red berries. Across the 
footbridge, a rou^ path leads 
up to Bowdanoddon Wood, 
bounded by ferns and mossy 
granite stonework, Ahead te 
toe moor, its high tors, b<^ 
and expansive grassland us^ 
for rou^ grazing, mud) of 
the driest ground littered 
with medieval and prehis- 
toric remains. Fran Havds’s 
*ror (S29m), KUmar’s intricate 
ridge of piled-up granito is 
silhouetted against the; 
brightening sky; 20 miles fur- 1 
ther south. Mount F.rf gr-umh^ 
floats in a sea of mist over 
Plymouto Sound; Dartmoor 
on the eastern skyline is pale 


40 miles nmih. Lundy fe- 
land's distinctive shape 
gleams beyond the white 
dishes of Morwenstowe’s ee- 
rie listening station. Beneath 
the tor's dark heather, red- 
dening vaccinlum, turf and 
mosses mask huge boulders 
and ledges with mniMng ice 
trickling from cold shady 
crevices. Amongst less stony 
grass and bracken, stunted 
hawthorns, bedecked with 
berries and licfoen grow be- 
side tumbled banks and dlkip- 
idated, barely recognisable 
boundaries of old fields and 
hut circles, a loi% abandoned 
settlement perhaps orlginat- 
ing in the Bronze A^. Six- 
tem yeors ago, usli^ black 
and white air photos to pre. 
pare a vegetation map. I was 
intrigued by a pattern of pale 
cireios. alongside to^ an- 
cient remains. Were toese un- 
discovered archaeological 
relics? Urgent field-work 
rovealed rings of bright green 
turf; the result of nMitt dmyt 
dung, brought from toe form- 
yard and dumped in mounds 
on the moor. 

VZRGflVZA SPISHS 


And now for the good news 
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Diary 


'MaHhewNormar 


' AMgravcJy concenied 

I aboottbe mental state of 
my dear frimid Sir 

Peregrine WoraChonie: per- 
b^pssaboonsdoo^, Pmy 
has made what psycbiatrists 
will recognise as a •*cry tor 

h^’* saSdde attempt Last 
Ihursday, showingao oirt- 

of distress, Perry 

Mneeredon Newsnigiitto 
l^iai enthralled Jeremy 
pgpoan fbia: to snssest 

p^mce Charles shonld , 
•egoinioe the succession is 
set of treason. It was with 
a jnoimtingsmise of botror 
thatimen tamed to the 
Dally Telegraph of May 8 , 
1991. Of the Prince ofWa- 
'ja^iDdependmiee of mind, 
a ga ge wrote: “Ihereisasrav 
CTit-^ghysbonidnnt Prince 
Chtfles himself renoonce 
fberidtttp suc c es si on?** 
ybatsame Peregrine 
Worsdu>me(Ae^hotoby- 

^ coi^nns it was not a 
namesake) then explained 
why Pi i n c e WiUiam should 
hecfluelufr. Andnow, 
^Bowlngthal he has com- 
adtttdtKseson-^acapital 
ofiesice— poor Perry has to- 
cn^pttoUc attention upon 
Perry, we who ere 
your Aiends lore jroQStili, 
tcattormoad^ yoQ may be, 
^ begyoato seefc help. 


T he Diary is thrilled to 
greet Blackbom'spn- 
gUisdcfoU-back, 
Graeme LeSanx. Accorditig 
to me Daily Star (catching 
npvidLSatmrday'sGoard- 
janX Mr Le Sana is often 
tannted hy rival fans “tor 
beingatbeame-lovtng 
(^oarffian reader. . /*We 
wdeome him. and ofiGer a 
bflKttle of champagne for 
efveryPreanimsbip player 
he can add to cinmlafton. 
Ihe prize for Arsenal’s Don- 
key Adams is a Jeroboam. 
FSrIjvetpoors Ian Rush, 
triio explained bis toUnre at 
Joventns by saying: was 

just Him be^ in a foreign 
conntzy**, it is a vineyard. 


I AM captivated by a 
review of last we^’s 
SiaiT Book, WOlie 
Poole'slIieBoinids Of 
Heaven, in tbe London Eve- 
n^ Standard. The reviewer 
is Sir RonaldFergiison CThe 
Do WrongSonto his tditihka 
chmiis), who semns espe- 
daDy tslDentivthe book’s 
sex scenes. These he de- 
scribes as “some of tbe most 
natoral and beanttfol I have 
read". No doubt be was 
thinking trfthe scene (page 
124) in wUeb **tfae Colonel” 

iwtiindnflwi fft ^jrrml gang 

rape ofTatiana with the 
words: “Now, my little Ger- 
man whore. I am going to 
break you.” Natural and 
beautlftal indeed. The Wig- 
more Clnh's gain, it seems, 
was literary critlctsm’s most 
grievonsloss. 


A NOTBEB senior 
Associated News- 
papers executive, I 
leam, has failed to beotme 
editor of the Daily Express. 
Indeed Peter Wri^t, Daily 
Mail deputy editor, did not 
progress beyond a first in- 
terview with United chair- 
man Lord David Stevens, 
and has since been oddly ret- 
icent about bis application. 
Mail on Sunday editor Jona- 
than Holborow did better, 
not blowing it until well into 
his fivai interview. All was 
going well, with MrHol- 
borow treating Stevens like 
an old paL It was ’*Yes, 
David.'* to this, and ”No. 
David," to th^ Then 
Andr^ Camermi, Uhited’s 
MD, Intervened with the 
woi^ ’*Well, chairman. . 
PSmously in awe of author- 
ity figures, MrHblborow*s 

manner instantly changed. 
“Yes, chairman," hemutr 
tered when next be spoke, 
and thus Lord Stevens con- 
cluded that Mr Bhlborow, a 
one-tfoie shepherd, was too 
malleable and tnibcTOic to 
resene bis title. For tbe want 
of a name, as Alan dark 
might pat it, a kingdom was 
lost 


EANWHILE. Lord 
Stevens responds to 
Andrew NeU’s £300 
million bid to buy United 
with an item in Ihe Ex- 
press’s City pages. Head- 
lined “Has Andrew Neil got 
the mnsde for this move?", 
it describes the bon viveur 
as “tbe prematorely ageing 
46-yeaivoId" and uses a com- 
ical photo of him dancing 
with a young woman. The 

tayiine, Henry Ironside, is 
Vtepsendtmym used by the 
paper's dty hades. Should 
Mr Neil win, may God have 
mercy on thrir souls. 


T raps that threaten 
Mr Clinton’s plans 


Commentary 




OMING on the crest 
of a series of aston- 
t'ishing foreign-policy 
triumphs, In which 
American initiatives appear 
to have unblocked conflicts — 
in Israel, and now In Rovnii* 
— that were judged to be 
hopelessly intractable by 
many on the ground, tbe visit 
wham President Clinton be- 
gins today is bound to be seen 
as coniinning his as 

tbe leader of tbe world's last 
remaining superpower. 

In Europe, the humiliating 
memory of vacillation and im- 
potence in the face of the un- 
folding Yugoslav tragedy will 
reinforce the belitif that only 
the solid reality of American 
power can be counted on to 
resolve, or contain, the 
world’s spreading r^ional 
conflicts. The diplomatic 
lueakthrooghs of the pest 
vireeks seem to give substance 
to tbe vision a new, post- 
cold-war world order in 
vdiicb the UN acts as ultimate 
guarantor of global free trade 

mti the yn*»marin»ia1 rule Of 

law. Building on his suc- 
cesses te achieving American 
ratification of the North 
American Free Trade treaty 


and GbH, Clinton can con- 
vincingly (dahn to have given 
an emt)odinient to this vision, 
through tbe initiatives of the 
past year, which George 
Bush's presidency signally 
lacked. 

Yet the questions which 
haunted sceptics when the 
new world order was pro- 
claimed have not grown any 
less insistent Do thpeso Amer- 
ican initiatives esprtes a co- 
herent and viable conception 
of America’s role in tbe post- 
cold-war world? Can we de- 
pend on the United States to 
Stick resolutely with the en- 
gagements it has entered 
into? Can we rely on Ameri- 
can fortitude in aealing witb 
problems, in the aa>ikar>« arxi 
elsewhere, which history 
teaches ns can rarely be 
wholly resolved, but <^y mo- 
derate over a long haul of 
thankless peacelceeping and 
mounting casualties? 

Tbe likelihood muti be that 
America’s commitment to the 
new world order, like its ear- 
lier ezerclses in internaticn- 
alism, rests on a prefect of 
making tiie world for 
American values that will 
run aground on realities ^ 
BOtii as tile redity that peace- 
ful co-existence among differ- 
ent peoples will not return to 
Bosnia for generations — that 
are not recopiiaed in the 
American worldview. More- 
over. America's current ete 
cumstances — in which 
power over defence and for- 
eign policy is divided between 
the President and a sigiubll- 
eaiHlominated Congress, and 
American society is riven by 


ethnic conflicts which make 
mobilising public opinion 
throu^ the tradition^ dis- 
course of national Interest in- 
creasingly problematic — 
raise a lai^ question mark 
over tbe capacity of the US to 
sustain its role as protector of 
a new world order. The dis- 
turbing prospect remains 
that. In practice, Clinton’s 
recent diplomatic successes 
will prove ephemeral, and tbe 
only part of tbe new world 
ordn which any endur- 
ing reality will be that pro- 
moted in America’s aggres- 
sive trade policy, which seeks 
to Atfce on tile wmid’s diverse 
economies the unrestrained 
free markets of American 
capitalism. 

If the new trorld order 
amounts in the end to little 
more than extending the 
global reach of Araerican cap 
italism, this will be portly 
cause tite diSlculty Ameri- 
can politicians face in 
defining national interest in 
any terms other those 
dieted by trade. H is a com- 
monplace that. In tiie US. a 
for mwe profoundly ideologi- 
cal culture than that of any 
European country, foreign 
policy has always veered be- 
tween isolation and an biter- 
nationalist commitment 
which expresses the Ameri- 
can sense erf'a global mission. 
What may be immedi- 
ately evident is bow perva- 
sively. over tiie past fow 
years, tiie US has come to con- 
ceits of itself as the exemplar 
of a universal ideology rather 
than as a particular nation- 
state. M<xie than ever befexs, 


the US is seen by Americans 
themselves not as one 
national culture amongst 
others, but as tbe emb<^' 
ment of a set of principles 
whose authorits’ is universaL 
Yet, in America’s un anriin g 
cnltural and ethnic wars over 
its own Identity, the content 
of these universal principles 
has become the subject in- 
tractable dispute. In these cir^ 
cumstances, the o:^y coher- 
ent conception national 
interest available to Ameri- 
ca's political leaders is one 
whose object is to make the 
world's economic systems, in 
Europe and Asia, “more like 
us". Any other conc^tion of 
national interest presupposes 
a cultural consensus which in 
the US no longer exists. 

It is America's lack of ctil- 
tural consensus, even more 
than the fragmentation of 
power and authority in its po- 
litical system, which makes 
questionable its capacity to 
sustain the peace-keeping 
commitments h has under- 
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Poor Hove, with 
a ne’er-do-well 
for a neighbour 


Can we depend on 
the US to stick 
resolutely with the 
engagements it 
has entered into? 


taken. As things stand, the 
Bosnian settlement brokered 
in Dayton. Ohio, will be im- 
pletoented only if can 

persuade Congress to support 
his emnmitment to maintain 
20.000 ground troops there. 
With presidential elections 
looming nearer, there are 
strong political incentives for 
the Republicans to deny Clin- 
ton this support. The Presi- 
dent's autimrity to deliver on 
the settlement which the US 
has brtetered is thereby a hos- 
tage to tbe exigencies of 
America's domestic political 
situation. 

Even if reluctant -Congres- 
sional endorsement can some- 
how be n^otiated, which is 


for more likely eRsar Clintmi's 
powerful televised addi^ 
this wedt. no o&e can be sure 
how long will it be forthcom- 
ing. It is djffieiilt to foresee 
Congressional and pubUe sup- 
port for troop commitaents 
surviving the «asualtiftff. and 
defections of other parties to 
the settlement, that will inev- 
itably occur during even the 
“limited" engagement on the 
ground in Bos^ that Presi- 
dent Clinton optimistically 
envisagSA It is hard enough 
for scay late-modern, posMtUl- 
itary democracj’ to mobilise 
enduring popular support for 
peace-keeping engagements of 
this sort. For the US, In which 
rival politic authorities are 
deadlocked and the public 
culture is BaDcanised. it may 
well be impossible. 

President Clinton's Bos- 
nian initiative is. In effect a 
colossal gamble — for him- 
selt undoubtedly, but also for 
the pe<qiles of Bosnia and of 
the rest ot Europe. It will 
come off only if the peculiar 
American combination of 
ruthless realpolltik, over- 
wheiming military w*i ght owrf 
hi^-flown Wilsmiian ideal- 
ism delivm a settlement tlmt 
does not dep^ on an open- 
ended commitment of ground 
troops. If this quick fix foils, 
it will go down in history as a 
footnote in Clinton’s iwe-elec- 
tion campaign rather than a 
chapter in the coDStnictiui of 
a p(M-cold>war global order. 

But no one should imagine 
that further tragedy in tte 
trill de^ the uni- 
versalist ambitions of Ameri- 
can foreign policy. The real 
action will simpb' be else- 
where — in the ongoing 
American project of forcing 
open mark^ thronrimut the 
world, and exporting the 
American economic system to 
the last corners of the Earth. 
At a time when tbe American 
condition is perceived by 
other peoples in many pa^ 
of the xrorld as a threatening 
prospect it would be reassur- 
ing to think that the Implica- 
tions of this project for 
Europe were on someone’s 
agenda during Clinton’s visit 



Jjk Nappe 
madec 
i^^Gradlo.' 


N appeal has been 
made on ^waxOand 
.Tlieheadoftlie 
kfssdora’s lai^esC teaching 
organisation has asked 
Swazi MPs and mhilsters to 
wear conctoms in fUtm 
wheasedncisgsdiool^ls. 




To have and have not 


Constrained by the residue of 
the Thatcher era, Kenneth 
Clarke produced neither good 
politics nor good economics in 
.his Budget, writes Will Hutton 


T 


HES Is how r^imes 
come to an end ~ 
when the principles 
that gave birth to 
them are so ex- 
hausted that tb^ no longer 
iwovide a compass or Indira- 
tioa The Budget, perversely 
stimulating consumption, 
lowering investment and of- 
forl^ DO overall strategic di- 
rectum for eith» the econo- 
my or wider society beyond 
more of the wearyjn& dead- 
end same, could have been so 
much more imaginative — 
but that was excluded by the 
political and economic reali- 
ties which the (tenserva- 
tive Party is tbe principal 
authcH'. 

Indeed, tiie Budget bore all 
tile hallmarks of the current 
uneasy political truce around 
whirii the party has tempo- 
rarily coleseed. Ihe fobled 
apteiding cuts proved to be an 
uneasy oompromise between 
the ri^twing ultras' desire to 
attack social spending and 
governmental numing onsts. 
together with the fail-back by 
every weak post-war British 
government of savaging capi- 
^ investment as a more po- 
litically palatable alternative. 
Even tbe attempt to protect 
health and education spend- 
ing from the worst of the 
clampdo^Ti depends upon the 
uncertain capnetty to mobi- 
lise private finance to replace 
lost government funding. Nor 
could the iinprlsoning rheto- 


ric of 16 years of financial 
ortfaDdexy be jettisoned, as it 
now plainly should; instead, 
the dramatic and unexpected 
rise in current and pr^^ected 
govenunent borrowing cast a 
pall over the whole Budget 
exercise. After all. a self-pro- 
fessed sound-money Chancel- 
lor and party could hardly 
organise a tax-cutting pro 
electiOD giveaway Budget at 
the same time as announcing 
a cumulative increase in gov- 
ernment borrowteg of S0.3 
billion over tbe next four 
years — together with the 
prospect of the much-desired 
uaiwMwvd budget retreating 
yet ano&er year. Like St Au- 
gustine, these are sound- 
numey politicians who insist 
on being good in a medium 
term that is never quite yet 

As a result there was ooly 
scope for paltry tax cuts, al- 
though even tii^ 'were justi- 
fied by forecasts for economic 
growth and thus relative 
buoyancy of government 
receipts that almost all ob- 
servers yesterday considered 
to be over-optimistic. The 
Chancellor could have fi- 
nanced a more diumatic mix 
of spending increase and tax 
cuts by raising taxes on a 
business sector that is in rude 
financial health and erinn- 
nafiy undertaxed but ideol- 
ogy forbad what good politics 
and just economics su^ested. 

Indeed, to get the 3 per cent 
economic growth n&tt j'car 


on which the Budget sums etre 
predicated, Mr Clarke has 
pttmed all on an interest-rate 
FeductiOD next znoDth, which 
is now. as Treasury insiders 
concede, virhially inevitable 
— however tbe Gorcmor cf 
the Bank of England may pro- 
test. Bat tbe Governor, di^ 
credited by his misjudged lob- 
bying for higher rates, is’ in 
no position to oppose. Mr 
Clarke must hope that what- 
ever today's reaction to his 
Budget, the impact of interest- 
rate reductions next year will 
provide a more powerful in- 
fluence cu the feel-good Cactor 
than aqy t>>ing be could have 
done yesterday. la fiiis he 
may be right cheap money is 
what tite economy needs. 

But here the paradoxes of 
the /in-de-Thatcfter epoch 
cmne crowding in. It is fear of 
tbe financial markets, whose 
power was raised to new 
heights by tbe lady's deregu- 
latory initiatives, that are 
now keepii^ tbe Government 
honest — and preventing it 
from making tbe tax cuts mat 
its backbendhere wanted, hv 
deed its lack of options, and 
the budgetary dilemmas in 
which they are rooted, are 
tribute to the mistakes of tbe 
Thatdter ye^. 

Tlte detailed numbers tn 
the Financial Statement and 
Budget Report the Red Book, 
that accompanies foe Budget 
show the scale of tite problem. 
Last year tbe Government 
thought its receipts in tbe 
nest financial year would be 
£298 bUlion; now it tbmke 
tbe>' will be £284.6 billion — a 
spectacular and unprece- 
denxed uzxfersboot of £13.2 
biOloo. even though tbe econ- 
oo}' grown only fractioD- 
ally ^ower than it fooughL 
Herein lies the cause of its 
budget mintmalism. Income- 


tax pasnneats have undenbot 
by £4.6 billion because in the 
new casualised labour market 
— foe middle 30 per cent of 
the 30/30/40 soriity — tbe 
self-employed, the p^^timers 
and tbe temporary workers 
pay l es s tax than tiieir full- 
time equivalents. Equally, foe 
foil in hourly real wages tor 
man ua! workers and growing 
job insecurity has curbed foe 
British consumer's capacity 
to borrow and spend — VAT 
receipts are down £5.2 billion 
against projections. 

Meanwhile, British corpo- 
ratiODS. orgiuaising their ac- 
counts so inoflts appear in 
off-shore tax havem have 
scandalously run rings 
around tbe GovermnenL 
poration tax is down a fiill 
£4.4 billion, proportionately 
foe biggest sbortfoU of all. In 
foe middle of a profits boom, 
corporation tax is expected to 
rise by less tlan g per cent 


Ti 


HIS compelled the 
Government to cut 
tbe level of public 
spending hy 1 per emit 
next year if it was to have any 
hope of tax cuts — foe only 
time my post>vmr govern- 
ment will have Ibu^t an elec- 
tion on fiiiling pi^e spend- 
ing. Government investment 
has borne the brunt; net of 
depreciatlon..it will frill by 30 
per cent over foe next four 
years. The Private Finance 
Initiative is expected to make 
good some of tbe sbortfrtU, but 
unless there is a dramatic 
change In the rute this is a 
triumph of hope over experi- 
ence. 

Public-sector employees 
face more years of rednn- 
danc}' and worsening relative 
pay; there is no prospect of 
foe ambitious target to cut 
the cost of runnmg the Civil 


Service by £800 million over 
foe next four years any other 
way. Yesterday’s tax cuts are 
predicated upon a demoral- 
ised arid disipt t yfttlng pubUc 
sector. 

The Chancellor spent his 
as carefiilly he could 
in shoring up foe Conserva- 
tives’ own ccmstituefocy. The 
Treasury's own cwa pu tatioins 
show that the largest propor- 
tional gainers are foe earners 
between £80,000 and £30.000 a 
year, quintssBential Basildon 
men and women ~ but tbe 
disillusioned pensioner 
dasses have been carefully 

looked after as welL Tbe 
doutding to £16,000 of the level 
ot assets below which old 
people can claim governm^ 
help ter care in nursing 
homes will be cheered in 
every ConsnrMdxve Coostitu- 
ency Association in foe lan^ 
and the reduction to 20 per 
cent on tax paid on income 
from aavinp for basic rate 
te^tayers is anofoer cheap 
and politically well-Jud^ 
concession to foe CoDserro 
Live-voting, rentier heart- 
lands. 

But apart from the extra 
increase in personal allow- 
ances and increase in fem^ 
credit, foe Chancellor did lit- 
tle to address the crippUi^ 80 
and 90 per cent tax rates fhe^ 
by tiie very poorest in Britain 
as they win emsdoyment He 
cut pablle investment He let 
tbe haves and foe corporate 
sector off scot-free. In short 
he has cast a budget true to 
the feg-end of foe Thatdier 
years. Cbteper ' money may 
float the Government a little 
off rodte, but not by 
muriL The eecmomlc and po- 
litical caravan is moving on 
— and yesterday highlighted 
by just bow for Conservatism 
is being left behind. 


David McKie 




0\’E, an important no- 
ticebonrd ouls\de the 
town hall insists, is 
“separate and very different 
from Briehion". 'Tine — but 
not tor much longer. The 
Local Government Commis- 
sion has decreed — against 
foe wishes of both parties — 
that the two should be mar- 
ried as a single unitary au- 
thority. Brighton. Labour- 
controlled for a decade, no 
doubt fears the adhesion 
Rove's Consffvative voters. 
As for Hove, it has built what 
rqiutation It’s got on not 
being Brighton. It fears the 
fate cf the minnow invited to 
mei^ with foe shark. It also 
fears vulgari^ “Hove” foe 
notice board aides, “retains 
its rqmtetlon as a distin- 
guished resort with a more 
peaceful atmosphere th.tn 
Britton". 

Well, peacefulness is a state 
that Brlghttei has never as- 
pir^ to. It's always been raff- 
ish: the resort cf monarchs 
and ne’eMlo-wdlls (including 
some ne’erdo-'mll monarchs) 
with ridies Just around foe 
comer from poverty, high cul- 
ture next door to seediness 
and dark comers frequented 
by people in troublesome 
hats. You can catch these co- 
habiting tendencies in an ex- 
cellent exhibition called 
^ghton Revealed, running 
at the Borough Museum and 
Art CaD^ until Janua^ 28. 
Constable, who went to lim in 
Brighton for the sake of his 
wife's health, didn't initially 
take to foe pteee. ‘’Britton." 
he complained. “Is the recep- 
tede cf foe fekhion and off- 
scouring of London... and 
the beach is only Piccadilly or 
wotse by tiie seaside ... In 
short there is nothing here 
Ibr the painter but the bieak- 
ere and the s^. which have 
been lovely indeed and al- 
ways various." 

In Chain Pier Brighton 
(1828) — a bold incursiem. 
this, into territory which 
Turner fooi^t as his own •— 
leisured Brighton and striv- 
ing Brighton, are misgled. 
Some promenade in tbe gust- 
ing wind, others work at fbeir 
nets and boats, all under a 
stirring malevolent sky. 
There’s a sense of elementol 
drama in these earlier paint- 
ings whitb dims in foe later 
oues. The pier whidi Consta- 
ble painted in 1826, five srears 
after its opening, was struck 
by lightning and ravaged 1^ 
fire five years later, wrecked 
by a atom in 1836. smd finally 
dest ro yed by a still greeter 
storm 60 years later. 

Tbe railway came to Brigh* 
ton in 1641, London, more 
than ever, came witb it 
Alfred Henry Forrester’s 


Beauties cf Brighton (1825) 
are topdrawer people, includ- 
ing the Duke of Yotk. a Couns 
ajri a Rothschild. .Abraham 
Solomon's Brighton Front 
(1861) is fUU of wonderftxl toffs 
down from town to take the 
sen .ilr and threaten the vir- 
tue cf SUSSC.V. In Charles Er- 
nest Cundall's Bank Holiday 
Brighton (1983), foe place is 
pack^ as tight os the Costa 
Del Something (to which in 
modern times much cf this 
tra^ has departed). 

Brighton lias alw.-u*s been 
London as much as Sussex: a 
sort cf metropolitan, cosmo- 
politan bnincli office of the 
capital. (People in Hoiv. said 
a Mori poll for the Local Gov- 
ernment Commission, iden- 
tify much more with Sussex 
than do people in Brighton.) 

Etvn some of Brighton^ 
jewels were vulgar. No one 
challenged tl\e class of its 
Georgian squares and ter- 
races but the Ro^'al P.tvUion 
was heavily railed against b}' 
people of teste. But no serious 
damage was done to the 
town’s di.stinction and unit)' 
until our own day. The sins cf 
omission and commission 
came in the fifties and sixties. 
BuUdin^ which should have 
been cherished were brutally 
erased. The Bedford Hotel 
rated as one of the town's 
principal tre.nsures, was 
threatened With destruction 
by foe de\*elopers (though fire 
did for it In the end). Even the 
Grand Hotel would have geme 
but for genrernment interven- 


Menacing figures 
with lager cans and 
whippetydogs 


tion. In their place came the 
(fourchill Centre, a shoniing 
precinct so dire and so 
bleakly offensive that plans 
have been laid to demolish it, 
and the zestless, clumping 
conference and entertain- 
ment complex plonked on the 
sea-front at the bottom cf 
North Street 

Tb that you'll now have to 
add the blight of recession: 
good shops gone and replaced 
by tackier ones, or not eren 
replaced at all but boarded up 
and scattered with posters; 
menacing figures witb lager 
cans and whippety dt^ the 
general inesca^ble sense of a 
once fine towh in decline. 
Against all its history. Bri^ 
ton today seems sad. But it 
stfll has its joys and its frisci- 
natiODS. Walk westwards in 
autumn as foe evening sun 
catches tbe squares ai^ tbe 
terraces Just as tbe buUdms 
meant it to do, and you know 
you are not tn Blackpool — 
though you may well be in 
Hove. 

Britton’s exhibition, inci- 
dently, has a painting by Sick- 
ert of two elderly telk on a 
bench. It comes with a cap- 
tion from Ovid: “An old sm- 
dier is a wretched thi ng ; so 
also is senile love." A coinci- 
dence. Tm sure, but 1 note the 
bench is in Horo. 
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Norman Potter 


Designer always 
on the edge 

T he designer Nor- 1 to Von state”, Hkxi a month at { Orou^ London connections. 1 By Cbristmas 1900 1 ha 
man Potter has died Chelmsford for refusing an ID In the loolt and spirit of foe become a publish^ and « 
of a heart attack. { card. Then, tn 1948, be spent work, the nearest oomparisoa | produced a new edition c 
aged 62, sfoile cy- six months in Wandsworth would be with GerritRietveld, What Js A Designer. Ptkter' 
dine in Falmouth and Wormwood Scrubs as. in the ereat Dutch cabinetmaker next sienifieflBt nuhlic iaau 
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T he designer Nor- 
man Potter has died 
of a heart attack. 

62, fidiile cy- 
cling in Falmouth 
on a gleaming machine built 
to his own spe^cation. As he 
realised and daborated at 
length in his book. Models 
And Constructs, Potter be- 
longed to the margins of 
English design culture and 
pictured iumself — t^y — as 
a tightrope walker, always go- 
ing the bloody hard way. 

He became a designer grad- 
ually and informally. It was 
within tile British ananfoist 
movement tiiat he found a set 
of Ideas and beUefo that would 
last him his life. This was the 
cultured. inteniatloiiaUst an- 
ardiism of sudi as 

John Hewetson. Marie , 

Bemeri, Vemou Richards and I 
George Woodcock. Too young 
to have fought in Spain. Potter 
had become a pacifist by the 
time or the second world war. 
Casting up to London foom his 
fhmily home in Esses, he be- 
came part of a group oF dissi- 
dents that included the typo- 
grapher Antho^ Froshaug 
and George Philip, with whom 
Potter was to run a construc- 
tion woritshop in the fifties. 
Much of the group's wartime 
activity — improtobly lodged 
in Mayfhir -- centred on 
research and development of 
an anti-ftostbJte machine. 

This project was led by 
GeoSrey Bocking, who, with 
Froshaug and Potter, formed a 
sometimes fraught trio of bud- 
dies. Of this ^up of dissi- 
dents. only Potter saw the in- 
side of a prison cell: first a 
brief detention at Brixton 
under suspicion of ‘'hostility 


to the state”, ihen a month at 
Chelmsford for refusing an ID 
card. Then, tn 1948, be spent 
six months in Wandsworth 
and Wormwood Scrabs as, in 
his own words, an "on-the- 
run-h itherto-undetected'con- 
chie”. This esperience must 
ha\'e opened his eyes finally to 
tbe rKillties of the Bw ^ish 
cl^ systeuL And prison be- 
came one of his great foemes. 
especially in tiiepoetiT he was 
then be^nning to write. 

Potter became hugely 


Think for yourself, 
question, go, seek 
out, relate, make: 
these are the 
Potter imperatives 


stduad as a workman through- 
I suppose, patience and stub- 
bornness. Anthony Froshaug 
once referred to his ‘immense 
sensibility to tools”. Ibese 
were the ordinary hand-tools 
of cabinetmaking and aiw^ the 
powered machinery foat the 
English arts and crafts move- 
ment then still shunned. Pot- 
ter was reluctant to inmanber 
dates, as a point of modernist, 
anti-bistorieist principle. But 
around IM, his construction 
workshop was established: 
first in Cornwall, tiien Melk- 
sham, then Cotsham in \^t- 
shlre. They made modem &xc- 
niture and Httings. hoping to 
work, like a garage, for tbe 
local community; though 
much of tbe work came 


tiunu^ London conttectiot». 
In foe look and spirit of foe 

work, the n< vr ^|- nc «- < yimy^Hqon 

would be with Gerrit Rietveld, 
the great Dutch cabtoetmaker 
and architect. 

At tbe end of the flfties Pot- 
ter was called by Hu|^ Cassm 
to teach fUU-tiine at foe Royal 
College of Art on tbe interior 
design course. Questioning 
both “interior" and “desi^”, 
be tried to toudi tbe roots of 
design practice, hi his view, 
the human processes of get- 
ting the work done were vital 
Image and tha whole foolish 
magazine-culture of design 
was a distraction. And all of 
thta in the publicity-con- 
scious, star-obsessed Royal 
College. Yet. despite his low- 
I church piainwAM and serious- 
I ness. Potter did like this brush 
with foe 

However in 1964 be kft the 
RCA with a nucleus of follow 
teacbms to set up a coDstnio- 
tion school within the West of 
England f!«u*g «> of Art and 
Design at BristoL hi 1968, 
when the students began 
revolting. Porter joined those 
at Hom^ and Guildford, 
»T>d left for “an 

open-ended fliture". After tiiis 
he never really found or was 
given good use for his talents. 
But in foe aftennath of 1968 
he wrote foe book What b A 
Designer (a proposition as 
much as a question!) ^ils 
unassuming work la remark- 
able in its TTifT of 

high dreams atid pistn speak- 
ing. Bloody-mindedly. it does 
without pictures. Think for 
youiselt question, go. seek 
out, strip away, relate, make: 
these are the Potter 
imperatives. 


By Christmas 1900 1 had 
become a publisher and we 
had produced a new edition 
Wbat Js A Designer. Prkter's 
next significant public issue 
was his book Models And Co& 
structs (1990), This is his mag- 
num opus, containing most o£ 
irtiat be thought worth saving 
cf his work, inHudlwg foe 
poetry. 

Norman had an Intense 
presence: having him around 
demanded all your attention. 
But he could be light, some- 

Hwaw afftftnichlng t y nffhanri 

and he was very ready to 
lao^ Qftan in hug e pe^. He 

was an internationalist fbid- 
Bntfand just awfiti, ee^ 
cially in recent yean, whkfo 
were waHreH fay fai, forsys to 
a succession of run-down 
teoperties in France. 

In the rircle of friends and 
colleagues there would always 
be fltilin^-out wtfo people 
iriio couldn't stand foe com- 
mitment Models And Con- 
structs is dedicated to Potter’s 
four childreo (film-maker 
Sally, musician Nle. Ben and 
Charlotte): foe effopring of one 
mmi^ and a succession cf 
relationships intense, 
flfnrrhing, umesolved. 

Evim sSbex IS years of co<9>- 
aration and friendship. I hesi- 
tated before opening his let- 
ters: knowing foe blasts foat 
aometimea arrived. But Eng- 
land has lost an asAwant 
indl^ensable man. whom it 
should have known much 
be^. 

nabin Ktoraes 

Norman Potter, caUnetmakar, 
designer, writer, bom April 17. 
1923: died November 22, 1905 



Norman Potter ... an intense presence demanding attention 


‘Whatever he turned his attention to was illuminated, given life’ 


The Guardian Wednesday November 29 1995 

I Letters 


jVdirjoaTi Morgon Evans 
writes: Along with my late 
husband Ron Evans and Sir 
(Hammor WiUiama, Gywn 
Williams (obituary. Nboember 
IT) was one of a “vintage gsn- 
eration” whkh burst forth 
from Castle SdiooL 

just bc&ro and during foe test 
war. Gwyn was tbe sparkiest 
of tiaem alL 

I seem to have always 
known the precocious Gwyn. 
Xq Bathania QugKl, Dowlans, 
we duldren were once up in 
foe balamy listening to the 
preacher. Suddenly, Gwyn, 
whose (foen) black shock of 
hair could bar^ be seen 

above the parapet, shouted out 
and corrected the preacher's 
misquotation of a psalm. 
Gwyn must have been all 
nine or lO-years^ld. He could 
never make his tongue keep 
up with his brain — hence the 
stammer. 

White at Yoik he frequently 
visited Ron and me at Keele — 
once quite by accident A stu- 
doiits’ drama conqietition was 
being beld and Gwyn arrived 
wifo foem. ‘T (mly went to see 
foem aS. but before 1 could tell 
the driver *L ... L ... L ... Let 
me off 1 was halfrvay down 
tbe motttway.” 

Gw^ — may your restless 
spirit fmd peace, wherever 
you are. I can still hear you 
say, “G . . . G . . . Good God!’' 

Bany Gamer writes: Song- 
writer and singer Alan Hull 
(obituary, Sboember SO) was 
<me those young sixties 
musicians profoundly influ- 
enced by tbe American 
pioneer of the protest song 
movement Woodle Guthrie. 
But while others abandoned 
foe form, Hull never did. 

At one time, Hull at- 
tempted to take his socialism 
beyond his work by standing 
as a Labour candidate for a 
seat on Gateshead council. 
To his chagrin, he was de- 
foated by a Liberal Democrat. 
He was secretary of his con- 
stituency Labour par^, but 
loyalty to his instinctive va- 
riky of grass-roots Socialism 
always came before party 
dogma. 

He was at bis happiest 
when he was promoting his 
beliefr through what he did 
best, writing soi^ of convic- 
tion and performing them 
with passion. 


PHOTO ADVEMTUREnCTuneS 


the film <Dr«etar Safly Potter 
writers 

M y father called 
himself a poet some- 
times a desi^er. But 1 
think be was a philosopher. 
He was a man who made ' 
things and asked questions 
(or constructed questions and 
asked of things). 

He asked questions about 
form. In addition to his pub- 
lished works, the notes, scat- 
tered In his unmistakable, 
spare, vigorous and elegant 
bandwriting throughout his 
tiny notebooks and on scraps 
of card, or tsrped on his be- 
loved Olivetti in voluminous 
writings, constantly return to 
this w^. 

His investigations — for 
that is what they n'ere — 


Simon Bailey 


ooncemed the question of 
what form really is ^ probing 
with the ardent skQl of a 
sui^BOn beyond its surfacee. 
The forms he considered were 
as diverse as milk bottles and 
jam jars or tbe relative toter- 
pretations of Gould and Bren- 
del of works by Beethoven. 
Bacli or Mozart Indeed, his 
knowledge and understand- 
ing of music was that of a 
musician, though he did not 
play (to bis eternal regret) 
any instrument 
This quality of engagement 
meant that whatever he 
turned his attention to was 
Ulumiziated. given life. ‘This 
made Itim, of course, a great 
teacher, fo later yean, he i 
came to regret the amount of | 
time be had spent teaching 
rather than, say. writing 


poems or makl]^ furniture. 
But the legacy of his teaching 
is formidable. Any and all 
who came in contact wifo him 
(not just his students) foil 
under the spell oThis enttansi- 
asms. He animated everyday 
objects, domestic spaces, foe 
small and large forms that 
surround us and which we 
use often unthinkingly, by foe 
sheer force and vltriity cn his 
puisvut of the meaning they 
embodied. fW him. every 
thing and every act had sig- 
nificance. There were issues 
of principle at stake in all 
decisions. 

This approach led him, 
paradoxic^y, as a maker 
thingfi, to bmme profoundly 
non-materialistic in his world | 
view. He searched for foe 
essential and for integrity. 


and found It in the poems cf 
Herbert RkuL Qie musician- 
ship of Arthur Sefanab^ the 
stones on the beeches of tbe 
Isles of ScUiy. Be to 

camp by the water's edge to a 
small tent: his concessions to 
Itixury being a radio and a 
thick blanket This was also 
an expression of hte alljanrit 
wifo a minimal non-wastefril 
way of life. 

vulgar excesses of 
wealth and foe violence of 
poverty never ceased to en- 
rage him. He was a brave 
anarchist also in his distaste 
for authority. loatbAng cf pc^ 
Utlcal hypoolsy, and champl- 1 
onlng of foe fot^otten. I 
A consequence <^his belieb 
was a long seqimnce of deci- 1 
mcRis and choices which led ' 
him inevitably to experience 


fimitv-iai dlSiculty in his own 
lifo. But he de^t with the 
material constraints and 
anxieties of his existence 
with poetic courage. He 
treated every lizDitatton as an 
opportunity to refine his posi- 
tion OR wbat was fr^ neces- 
sary in order to live a life 
worth living. A life of 
freedom. 

And in pursuit of freedom 
be thought nothing of 
single-handed in mountain- 
ous seas. He had tbe organisa- 
tinoal abilities of all seaforing 
men (he lived on a boat for 
some yeaxst and a stouter 
appreciatioD of small spaces. 

of course, of foe open 
sea itself and the wide 
horizon. 

This wider view, which was 
wntemplative at its core. 


made htm a man of foith. He 
wrestled with his own d» 
mons and with foe concept of 
good and evil and was moved 
to tears when he met. espe- 
cial to children, a conDdent 
beliff in God. He wept where 
he found integrity, or beauty. 
And laughed — loud and long 
— where he found irony. A 
sense of humour was -as im- 
portant to him as a sense of 
honour. 

This was a part of his alive- 
ness. In recent years be 
rekindled a passion for foe 
bicycle (a perfect form of I 
transportation to bis view — | 
wasting DO precious fuels, I 
creating no pollution, allow- 1 
ii^ a connected relationship 
wifo one’s own body and tbs 
landscape it passes forougb) 
and. d^ite a heart condi- 


tion. was in the midst of a 
joytol pursuit of fitness. He 
had a hnror of infiimity. 

U is therefore fitting and 
typical of his ability to make 
grand nourishing gestures 
that he died of a heart attaric 
while riding his lovingly<onr 
structed bicyde up a steep 
hit! to FbJjnouth. 

As bis daughter, my endur- 
ing and most loved memory is 
of felling asleep as a sc^ 
child to tbe sound cC him 
humming as he sat hunched 
bappUy over his typewriter. 
He bummed witb a beauty 
and a passion — for the night 
for the fire that burned in tbe 
hearfo, and out of sheer love 
for the inuniDent act of cre- 
ation. That is his legacy to 
me, for whldi I will be eter- 
nally gratsftxL 


Birthdays 


Parable for today 

R everend Simon I the red Aids lapel ribbon i man documentary w 
Bailey, tvho has died I which would have previously ] finally made him the " 
aged -10 after a long earned a scoS*. Dying of Aids”. Durine 

!vni pubUc stru^te BaUey’s plight became pub- time, he showed except 


R everend Simon 
Bailey, tvho has died 
aged -10 after a long 
RTWl public struggle 
with .Aids, was particularly 
fond of p.irables — and the 
collection at his funeral this 
week would have pleased him 
no end. Money given by 
mourners, who are expected 
to overflow info tbe streets of 
tbe former pit village of Din- 
nlngton, near ShefTield, will 
go to Aids charities mtd foe 
church roof fund; the luriah j 
disease reconciled with a | 
homely staple of English life. 

Through his slow dying, foe 
Rector of Dinnington allowed 
.*1 strange and alarming condi- 
tion to become everyday. He 
provided a way for Christian 
\*alues to shine. For more 
than a year, his congregation 
form^ a rote to sleep at the 
rectory and supervise Bai- 
ley's essential m^icnl care at 
night. Shopkeepers, electri- 
cians and ex-mtoers sported 


the red Aids lapel ribbon 
which would have previously 
earned a scoS*. 

Bailey’s plight became pub- 
lic knowledge gradually, just 
as he only cautiously 
revealed the homosexuality 
which he had first recognised, 
in the sense of being “aooe- 
how diSerent”. when be was 
only 10. He did not go into 
battle as a deliberate martyr 
for either gayness or Aids 
victims. When he applied in 
1985 for Dinnington, which he 
wanted badly as a close, eco- 
nomically-stricken commu- 
nit>' in need of help, he bid 
his sexuality. “Th^ would 
have said ‘Not here, thank 
you \*ery much',” he admitted 
I long aftertrards. with a grin. 

! His diagnosis as HIV posi- 
tive reacts him two weeks 
before be took up the post but 
it was seven years before ter- 
minal Aids struck: and a 
further two before he co- 
operated with a BBC Every- 


PM i : 


man documentary which 
finally made b jtn the '*Vicar 
Dying of Aids”. During this 
time, he showed excei^onid 
talents, particularly for in- 
volving the tfoole commu- 
nity. A “Holy Huddle” <tf foe 
ri^teoos was his idea of a 
very bad time. 

In retrospect, however, he 
believed strongly that his 
work and approach to the 
Christian mision was much 
enriched by his g&yness. EUs 
forfoooming book. E^rables 
Of Llvtog And Dying, ex- 
plores foe issue but he found 
that his early sense of isola- 
tion, of feeling on the mar- 
gins. brought qualities of 
compasskm and understand- 
ing which could not have 
come from his own conscious 
wilL His ministry, as curate 
and rector, was marked by 
the encouragement of shy. un- : 
likely members at the congre- 
gation. Wifo his kind of en- 
couragement, they flew. 



MsM-. 







Simon Bailey ... his congregation formed a rota to sleep at 
the rectory to care for him photograph wiuiam lack 


Bailey was bom fo a big 
and boieterws tamtiy — two 
boys and three girls — whose 
fefoer was a &ptist minister 
in Halifax. Cheshire and the 
Potteries ai^ who also can- 
vassed and leafleted fm* the 
Labour I^rty. A sense of vo- 
cation was natural in such a : 
home and at tbe age of ID 
Simon deci^d, imsbakeably, 
to be a vicar. 


The coincidence with his 
first realisation of homo- 
sexually often caused iiun to 
reflect in later life but gram- 
mar school in Newcastle 
under Lynm seized his teen- 
age energies. He went to 
Oxford and took a first in 
English, before crossing to 
Cambridge, a theology degree 
at Emmanuel and training for 
ordtoatioD at Westcoti House. 


His first curacy was on a 
rundown housing estate on 
foe edga of Shefneld, and 
friends recall Bailey's sli^t 
and rather grave figure writ- 
ing and directing a spectacu- 
lar miracle play on the life of 
St Chad whkdi erop^ out of 
the church and into tbe 
streets, involving school- 
children, Doo^burich groups 
and even passers-by. He 
-brought the same energies to 
Dinnington. a viUagey town 
of 1D.000 whose coal-depen- 
dent economy faltered to foe 
eighties and collapsed when 
foe ptt shut to 1991. 

Bailey built on a core of 
dedicated parishioners, 
people like Walter Hawley, a i 
retired pit electrictw who got I 
up early to light fim for sev- 1 
eral dozen elderly neighbours 
and used his car as a village i 
ambtUance, and Joyce Robin- 
son. mainstay of a local store 
with her husband Sam and a 
volunteer for more than 10 
years to a local hospice. They 
worked out a parish motto 
which was used when Bailey 
advertised for a curate. It 
read; '‘Unlimited, uncondi- 
tional, unquestioning love. 
Freely given with no expecta- 
tion of return." 

This, or tile nearest poss- 


ible human version. Is wbat 
Bailey received in his l^t 
year. Joyce, teacher Sue Raf- 
fei^ and a score of others 
organised their “night 
watch” rota, staying over- 
night at the recto^ to a 
strenge, Ufe-suatain^ ver^ 
sioD Off tbe usual parish flow- 
ers-and-cleaning list. In 
return, down to aiz-and-a-balf 
stone, blind in one eye and 
with a gaunt, crot^^ ai^iear- 
ance. Bailey contmued his 
ministry. Couples were mar- 1 
ried and babies baptised, and 
visiting children thrilled to 
hear detoils of the rector’s ' 
only supplement to his 24- 
botm drip: tinned friiit, jelly 
babies and Ovalttoe. 

He also continued bis stud- 
ies. publishing a biogra^y of 
Dom Gregory Dix. author rX 
the influential Shape Of The 
Liturgy, and completing his 
Parables. On Saturday, he 
walked unaided into the 
Royal Hallamshire hospital to 
Sheffield, where he was well- 
known. and died peacefiilly 
early on Monday. 

Martin Wshnarfglit 

Rev Simon BaJley, Rector ol Din- 
nington. bom June 16, 1955; died 
November 27, 1995 


Jacques Chirac, president of 
France. 63: Derek Jameson, 
radio presenter and former 
editor. 66; Ryan Giges. foot- 
baller. 23: Sir Frank 

Eermode. literary critic, 76; 
Chock Mangione, jazz musi- 
cian, 55: John Mayall. 
rhythm and blues musici^ 
62: Geoffrey Moorhoose, 
writer, 64; Flof Edith Pen- 
rose, economist Bl: Dame 
Shirley Porter, former 
leader, Westminster City 
Council, 65; Prof David 
Rhind. diret^r-general and 
chief executive. Ordnance 
Survey. 52: Dame Janet 
Smitii Court judge. 

55: Sir David Steel, former 
chairman, the Wellcome 
Trust 79. 


Bn OO Wfc , Laua HTtiIwIi. 7 M«V t972 ■ 17 
NUMnUn 1H6. Suddtnlr bu peacehiiy in 
tar thto at tar tame, Tta Old Ractory 
Bunrtoa NprWh. DMily lovM only drild ol 
Oennia and MaCorie. A much mad and 
k>vino DiBrtdBuimar. nieea. eouKii and 
Mans mo Mum Icy to all wfn knm tar 
TTiB Ainm wvIlMpiaoeai ItaCininefiof 
SI Maiy Ita Vuem. Bmton. on Thunoay 


wBl ta mto Bl DM HBllBn. Flomra or 
donailona lo 'BReAK' do Raekham's 
Rjrwral Servlew. Sanloy Road. Otos fP22 
3BN OelBOhonB OiaTO 643311 
And dam ean ta#a no dominion.' 

4WCKSOH. enmt OMik oaa. Om on 
3SH> November t8W In nia t2na year 
Btkived huetand o> KtoMeen. oaar tadier 
of Enid and Helen and aadiy mieaed by all 
the Hmay Funeral ServKe and eromauon 
m Sowtiddiit Cremanrluin on Monday 4di 
Daoembar M TD.D0am No Bo m re Oy 
requeai, donadoni to Cancer Reiiel Mac- 
nrillan Raid. 15/ld, Bnden SBeek London. 
SW3 3TZ. 

RARROTT. .Mm EcMn, suddenly on as» 
November ai Uandoudi Howlial Cardia 
Emantua Protoseor JOm EDWW DSC. 
FWSTP, FIS umventa si Vfaiw CanMi s( 
Mlllbroc* Road OInu Powya Oeady loveo 
huabend of BARBARA, a lovino lather oi 
EDWARD and ANDREW Fiaieral cervice a: 
7)iMTiH)l Creiralorluni Car<M on Decem- 
ber 4lh where lamily pleaM nMel u 
Zaqpm. Famdy Itowers only donanons mey 
be sm to Oxiani. Bambury Road. Onlord. 
RAVNn Jana^ tortner Hnadmhnrnw m 
W aaf wdod School, Reading Died peace- 
hdly Bl ODve House Nuraing Homo Rock. 
CorewraU m ZSOt November tWS Funeral 
DlraelOta 0184T 532483 
POTTER, Nemian. Oeeigner. poet vision- 
ary Vrinlcar, beloved tolher «4 Sto, Me. Ban 
and ChaHooa. and mend di many. Died 
rldinghlB bfoyde m Falmoudi on WeAies- 
day S Nowembar. Fmerai to Penmouni 
Cremaiorluin. Tnro, Cornwall, 3pm Friday 
let December. All welcome. 

■To 'Place your announeemen lelephone 
0171 611 9080 


Talking down 

THERE’S a personalitj' t>T» 
foat makes money. The per- 
son who makes money is in- 
variably short The majority 
of biUiotTairesare helow-av- 

ernge height I once found my- 
self stanfong in the midst ofa 
number of these men. and it 
looked like the wrap partj' 
from The \V izard Of 02. 

There are certain men you 
could put in the middle of the 
jungle, and they would come 
out with a nilJJion dollars. It s 

an aptitude. It’sa kind of 
combination of character and 
personalitj’ . If I think of a few 
euys who made a lot of _ 
money, if they lost aU then- 
money they would make it 


again. They are money- 
makers. They are abstract 
thinkers. They're not held 
back by being interested in 
real life. 1 came out ofa movie 
once with a man who's made 
a lot of naoney. and I said, 
‘‘You know whaf s wrong 
with foat movie?” And be 
said. “Sure. I know what's 
wrong with that movie. That 
movie cost $22 million. For 
$22 million I could buy an 
o&ice buUdmg in Chicago." I 
foink that sums it up, 

Fran Leboiviti, "ananthropol- 
agist ammgt^ affluent", sizes 

up the ivell-to^ioanti the plain 
rlc/t/or the Sew York Times. 


Jump! 


WE SOUGHT to determine 
whether cohesion could be 
disrupted in a group of lem- 
mings throiTsh the introduc- 
tion of an inten'ention pro- 
gram that focused on 
independence training. 
Method 

624 lemmings were used to 
this experimenL Hiey were 
randomly assigned toone of 
tu'o groups: Control and 
Intervention. 

I Diu'IngtheU-wLWkexpert- 


mental period, lemmings to 
the Control group carried on 
with normal day-today lem- 
rnrag activities whkh. of 
course, Includes mingling, 
mating, graztogand inter- 
acting. Tbase to the Control 
group were allowed to behave 
naturally. Lemm ines in the 
j Intervention group were sepa- 
! ratedfromtheirgroupandin- 
dividue^ exposed to two sets 
of activities designed to pro- 
mote indepe n dence and 
reduce perceptions oTgroup 
cohesion. One of these sets of 
activities involved one twr^ 
hour tecture per week de- 
signed to provide to»^its into 
topics such as the correlates of 
independence, the negative 
aspects of group involvement, 
the benefits ofslngle living, 
the Skills and values of assei> 
tiveness, and techniques and 
valuesof birth control. A 
second set of activities 
revolved arou^ four field 
trips per week. During these 
field trips, each lemming trav- 
elled alone to the company of 
one research assistant to 
downtown Umdon, Ontario, 
using foe London Transit Sys- 
tem. The purpose of the field 
trip was to increase competen- 


cy in Independence life skills 
directly and todirettly 
through travelling 1^ bus, eat- 
ing to the company ofhumans, 
seeing diObrent businesses to 
foe city, walking on city 
streeU. and enjoyo^ eibarl- 
enoes away frim the company 
of other lemmings. 

It was our hypothesis that a 
significant percentage of lon- 
mtogs in foe Intervention 
group would refrain frT»n 
folloTrlng their mates over the 
cltffbecauseof exposure to foe 
independence training 
protocol. 

One of the psychometric 
tests used to araess foe degree 
of Indepe^nce was tite 26 
Personality Factor Question^ 
naire. . .NotallaftheI6PF 
TueasUFN are pertinent to the 
I issueoflndepeQdence,80onIy 
Factor E (Submissive vs Aa- 
Cendant). Factor J (UKtog 
Group Action vs Circumspect 
Individualism). Factor 02 
(Group D^teodeucy vs Self- 
Sufficiency) were used ... We 
hypothesised foat foe lem- 
mings to the Intervention 
would he more Ascen- 
dants. have a greater prefer- 
ence for Circumspect Individ- 
ualism. be more ^If- 


Sufficient, and have lower 
perceptions of Group Task and 
Social Cohesiveoess than lem- 
m togs In tbe Control group. 

Results and Discussion 
Allofthe lemmings in the 
Control group went off the cliff 
during Test i. In contrast. 

Only 45 percent of tbe lem- 
mings in the Intervention 
group went off the cliff durii^ 
Post Test 1, and a mere 75 per 
cent of tbe survivors Jumped 
off tite cliff during Post Test 2. 
The recidivisai evident from ' 
Post Tett 1 to Post Test 2 con- 
tributes to the suggestion that 
I a one-time independence and 
I tra'mingpre^rammemaynot 
I be sufficient for long term 
changes In behaviour. Long- 
term counselling and periodic 
refresher courses to indepen- 
dence training would appear 
to be warranted to order to 
insure more permanence to 
behaviouj^ changes. 
Author’s note 
This research Is dedicated to 
foe memory of Carol Smith- 
wick, Rese^h Assistant, and 
Lemmus #213. Subject, who 
died during the ecurse of the 
study. 

TheAjtnals ofJmprotfobie 
Reswrch—TbeJoumalrO 


Record for Inflated Research 
atid Personalities — delves mio 
the finer points ^ group cohe- 
sion among lemmings. 

Is kewl cool? 

DESPITE everything you 
guys tell ua, the Internet is 
still populated entirely by 
geeka. It isn’t trendy, ci- cool 
It's for anoraks. Just take a 
look at tbe talker sites here to 
the UK. . .Three are foe do- 




I -Vs- .5^' 


Lemmings R Us . . . AIR 


main of tbe science student. 

I They don’t talk about ordl- 
j nary student things, like beer 

and grants — they’d much 
rather put you right on the 
technical inaccuracies in the 
latest series ot Star Tr^ Voy- 
ager th^ obviously don't go 
out all nifflt. as studente are 
supposed to, because 
they're on the talkers all 
ni^t. 

These people are blatantly 
uncool. And foial's the oth^ 
thing. They don ’ t say cool ^ 
they say "kewl" insomemis- 
guided belief that it's cool to 
spell cool as kewL How un- 
cool can you get? And they ' 
use smii^ all foe time. OR. 
fine, emotions ar^'t neces- 
sarily uncool but they are 
when you use them to every 
sentence. 

If the Internet is so cool, 
why do the lists of cool Web 
sltre Invariably lead to Train 
otter's Weekly or yet an- 
other Star Trek site? Now 
don’t get me wrong, I love the 
Internet and my phone bill 
bears testimony to foe fact 
that I use it far too much. But 
I don't think I'm cool using it 
— to fact. I’m rafoer embar- 
rassed. When I meet people 


for the first time and smne- 
one ti^ thten of my passion 
for the Internet. I quickly 
change tbe conversation. If I 
have guests at home, I hide 
any magazines out of sight. 

lhavemany frioidson foe 
Internet, and even on the 
talkers I mentioned b^tore. 
But they are my Internet 
friends. People in the r^ 

I world don't know about them 
I and I plan on keeping it that 
way. It certainly isn’t cool to 
have friends on the Internet 

Of course, the standard ar- 
gument is that **uncool is 
cool' Have you ever heard 
such nonsense? If uncool is 
cool then that makes cool un- 
cool OK? 

From a I^er to Internet mag- 
azine lerftten by "Battle 
ThnA This month 's Internet 
offers its readers the chance to 
winananorak. 

•fockdoia leoTUsyour jeirels. B- 

mailjadtdatoi^uardian- 

.co.uk,: fiat om-ns 4366; jack- 
daw. Tbe Guardian. Ji 9 
Faningdwi Road. London 
EClRSBR. 

Dan Giaister 
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Bojdng 

hardest of schools 

Spectators rioted as James Murray lay 
dying in Glasgow last month, badly beaten 
by Drew Docherty in a British bantamweight 
. titie fight. This week, as the British Boxing 
Board of Control deliberates on those 
, events, Eriend Clouston finds business 
usual at the gym where Murray trained 


T he Glasgow gym ; 
wbero the late James 
Murray trained ' 
nii^ts a week is hid- 1 
^ ten insifie a Victorian build- ! 
ing where his mawsepr Alex ! 
Morrison runs a haulage 
tmsiness. And hidden mwarw 
hidden. My taxi-driver gave 
ig> search^ for it after a 
quarter of an hour, ai^ not 
even a passing Strathclyde 
police van could locate it 
finally a mechanic work- 
ing on a dusty lorry pointed 
to a stairwell whk^ op 
two cramped flights to an 
I(-sbaped room ctmtaining a 
ring, a dozen punchbags, 
some rudiment^ exercise 
equi^pmant and a jdiotograidi 
ofa young Benry Coo]^ pos- 
ing cheerfully with a stony- 
faced Idach opponent 
McuTison Is one of those 
Gothic characters who nmiw* 
boxing so fasrinating to out- 
siders. He won the Scottish 
amateur heavyweight tide st 
tile age of 43. He was the 1991 
Scottish Non-Smoker of the 
Y<rar. Now a manag er and 
promoter, be opmied Morri- 
son's Gym about 13 years ago 
with his friend WUlle 
'^Basher" Connelly as trainer. 

Murray was one ot half a 
dosen boxers m their stable 
good enoug h tO rhallatiga fyr 
British tifles. 

' *1 try to learn the boys all 
the thhigs I was told not to 
do^'* said Cannelly. a bulbous 
50-yeai>old site engineer who 
was once No. 7 in the British 


professional llght-heavy- 
wei^t rankings. 

Brian McASistm*, Scottish 
secretary of the British Box- 
ing Board, believes riiat one 
of boxing's redeeming fitctors, 
even after the Murray trag- 
edy. is the discipline it rive 
young men. in and out a the 
ring. 

Cannelly is one of the 
anvils on which that disci- 
pUne is foiged. *^he rntnutp 
you don't care if you win or 
lose yon’re never going to get 
anywhere." be lectured his 
perspiring charges, his im- 
pressive girth spreadeagled 
over the legs of Tanveer Ah- 
med as Scotiand's only Paki- 
stani professional did a groel- 
ling series of sit-ups. 

"Alex and Basher are good 
guys,” said the 25-yem^-old 
Tanveer. Britain's fourth- 
ranked lightweight. “They 
look after you. A lot of the 
promoters are sharks. 
They've never done a five 
mllo-run at six in the morn- 
ing. Look at Rank Warren — 
he’s got more rhin* than a 
Chin^ phone book." 

McAllister, an accountant 
and seven-handicap golfer 
who wonders when the state 
will begin licensing all those 
suieidri hill-walkers, «ian 

HaiTWoH thfll hnrrfng 

courtesy. “James Murray 
epitomised that,” he said “In i 
all my time in the qxirt Tve 
only met one boxer 1 wonidn't ' 
want to speak ta" I 

This sounded unlikely, yet i 


all the mos to Morrison's 
Gym were prepared to talk 
p^tely about themselves 
while Basher lobbed In a few 
asides. 

John McAlplne, a ^yaaiv 
old painter and decorator 
&cnn Melbourne with a ^lest 
the size of a g»waTi ex- 

plained in a quiet voice how 
he'd re turned to the city of his 
parents to try to a 

career as a pro firitier. 

“A very good mover in the 
ring;’' Connelly 
“bat be*Q have to come down 
to middle weight as he's not 
I big enough fw the big gays.” 

'Tve gcft the talent" said 
John Wilson, a 23-year-old 
Comnumwealth Games silver 
medallist fr om Edtobuirii in 
his first year as a lirit^'heevy- 
weight “It's just that rm lazy. 
1 hope to win something — 
it's bard to say wbat” 

“The British cliampionshlp 
at least,” scolded Connelly. 

Scott Dixon, a lanky 19- 
yearold tbatberweiriit from 
Hamilton, toc^ up the gnma 
because his grandftAber was a 
boring coach. “The least he'll 
do is a British title, but he’s ' 
got a lot of fining ap to do,” i 
was Basher's verdict , 

MOAlUster «-3il«r»la1ie>c thyt j 
the universal revulsjon at last i 
monto's fatal detot d Mur^ ' 
ray to fixmt of 400 diners and I 
300 standing ~ and some ulti- 
mate rioting — spectators 
at Gla^w'a HospitoUty Inn 
has reduced the gate at subse- 
quent promotions by firo per 
oenL 

In the gym fhme were no 
such doubts. The death of 
their former colleague was 
rationalised as just one of 
those terrible ♦hhip hap, 
pen from time to time, uva 
motorway p£te-ups. 

“Ton Ju^ ke^ your head 
up,’* Dixcm shrueeed. 

obvioosly makes you 
think, but aft^ a few d^ 
you get back to realityi** 
WIlBcm, who had been next on 
the bill the night Murray 



Reflective apprentice . . . John Wilson works out at Alex Morrism'a gym mchaelsieele 


died. “You need to bcs. Vs in 
your blood.” 

The basic prlze-mcm^ — 
anything frcan £300 to £1,000 
depending on the number 
length of rounds — did not 
really come toto It Until ibej 
could the WnH of money 
showered on surii people as 
Nigel Benn, these young men 
would thrive on tiie exhilara- 


tion, the sweat, the tension 
and the big occasion. 

“Everybo^ needs a birii m 
life, it's extoer women or fight- 
ing.” philosophised Wilson, 
who claimed tiiat he had been 
huttonly once mdozensof am^ 
ateur and seven professional 
firiti& ’‘It was an Enrihsh guy. 
He gave me a black eye.” 

As Connelly locked up for 


file night he remarked that a 
large photograph of James 
Murray would soon be hang- 
ing in the gym — “but not as 
a shrine, you understand”. 

Tbnveer, HcAlptoe, Wilson 
and Dixon will all be on the 
ball, as planned, at Glasgow's 
Moat House hotel on Decem- 
ber 17. Tickets cost £45. inclu- 
sive (rf'five-COOtSe meal- 


Racing 

Harris has 
Festival plans 
for Star Rage 


iTAR RAGE, a prolific 
kWinner on the Flat, won 
second race over 
hurdles at Newcastle yestei> 
day and will be out ag^ this 
weekend trying for a quick 
hat-trick. 

Mark Johnston saddled 
Star Rage to win nine times 
in one season on tbe level, but 
Jimmy Harris now trains the 
gelding and has his siriits set 
on Cheltenham. 

'He’ll run again on Satiu'^ 
day at either Sandown or 
Wetherby wherever the 
ground is better,” said Harris. 
"He's got a lot cd clam and I 
sbaD probably take him to 
Cheltenlmm where lieU be 
entered for the County Hur^ 
die. Sun Alliance Hurdle and 
Su^me Novices Hurdle." 

Harris certainly knows how 
to exploit these tough cam- 
palgners, saddlUng Vindsdoo 
I to win 10 races during tbe 
summer. 

Tumpole. already talked of 
by some as the best novice 
hurdler in the nmih, did all 
that was ecpected of him 
wb^ trotting up in the Will- 
togtM Hurdle. 

Starting odds on, Mary Re- 
veley's smart recruit beat 
Beggars Banquet by three and 
a half lengths, quickening im- 
pr^tvely on the mn-in. 

Tumpole woo on his hur- 
dling debut at Wetherby in 
similBr style and was backed 
to do so an indication that 
the Reveleys were not enter- 
taining an angel unawaxes. 

Bnttercup Joe (12.50), 
nmner-up to Tumpole cm bis 
reappearance at Wetherby, 
takn on some useful opposi- 
tion in titt Wldemarsh Nov- 
jcea Hurdle at Hereford, but 
still looks a good bet 
David Nicholson's five- 
year-old is from the same fem- 
ily as that high *-laeft t-hacar 
Beau Ranger and tms pl^ty 
ofscc^ for improvement 


He was outoaoed by Turn- 
pole last time over a trip of 
two mite, and while that was 
no disgrace he will be better 
suited by today’s extra three 
and a half furlongs. 

For a rtm-of-the-mill novice 
bunUe event at a minor track 
this is a surprisingly hot race. 

Three Philosophers, highly 
rated by Tim Fwste, won 
easily lost time, while an- 
other wortiiy (tojxKient is Por- 
phyrios, third to a decent . 
handicap hurdle at Ayr. 

Braes Of biar and Lemon’s 
MUL two good hurdlers, have 
their initial outings over 
fences in the Bet With The 
Tote Novices Chase. 

Lemon's Mill (2.20), 
trained by Martin Pipe, is the 
selection as he was the better 
over tuttber, but &e Pipe 
horses do not look as invinci- 
ble as tiiey once did and Bram 
Of Mar. from the Nick Hen- 
derson yard, will be for fitsn 
apushoiw. 

At Catterick, Westwell 
Boy (3.00) looks nicely 
weighted in tbe Gharies VldCr 
ery Chase. He put up one or 
two good efforts ,over hurdles 
last season and finished two 
lengtiis second to Peruvian 
Gale over todasr's course and 
distance last we^ in his first 
chase £cff two seasons. 

Saturday's big race is tiie 
William HIU Handicap Hurdle 
at Sandown for which Iteg 
Akehursts's Bimsey is 3-1 
fovourtte with the sponsors. 

Only seven wmit to post for 
this last year, but a change in 
the race terms has attracted 
25 five-day entries and should 

tivity, alf^^^ Dfr^ri^^ood 
d 1^'s wro te to 100 trainees 
about the race and maintains 
he is still disappointed by the 
respiuiBe. 

hi contrast. Master Oats's 
reappearance in the 
R^earsal Chase at Chepstow 
looks like being a big anti-di- 
max with only four 
oppments. 


Hereford with guide to recent form 
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14 SPORTS NEWS 


Soccer 


Tapiehas 
jail term cut 


A FRENCH appeals 
court ia Douai yes- 
terday reduced Ber- 
nard Tone's jail sai- 
tence for tbe Marseille 
bribery scandal from one 
srear to eight montfas snd 
barred him from (ffice for 
three years Instead offlve. 

The financially troubled 
tycoon admitted, that in 1993, 
while owner ci Mar%ille, he 
met the trainer of Vateici- 
ennes. but be deaiied trying to 
fix a league tnatdi on May 20 
which Marseille won l-O. But 
the court reaffirmed that 
Taple was guilty of corrup- 
tion and interfering with 
witnesses. 

It still left him wiQi tbe 
right of appeal to a higher 
court, and his lawyer Jean- 
Yves Lienard said afterwards 
that the former Socialist cabi- 
net minister would do diaL 
As a Boro MP, Tapie main- 
tains parliam entar y Immu- 
nity from going to prison. His 
immunity from prosecution 
as a member of Ute French 
National Assembly was lifted 
this month for the fourth time 
to allow a magistrate to probe 
the use of slush funds by Mar- 
seilles rig more matches. 

On leaving the court yestw- 
day, Tapie managed a smile 
but rented to comment His 
lawyer said: “I have the im- 
pression Tapie is being 
judged by tbe image he has 
rathe* th^ by the e^ence.'’ 
The court reduced to 18 
months the two-year sus- 
pended sentence on Mar- 
seille’s former directcv-gen- 
eral Jean-Pierre Bemte. who 
in -T une told an investigating 
Judge that under Thpie the 
club had spent up to F6 mil- 
lion (£800.000) a year to buy 
off opposing playes and in- 
ternational rete'ees. 
Suspended sentences 


against Jean-Jacques Eydelie, 
flriio play^ for Marseille, and 
the Valenciennes players 
Christophe Robert and the 
former Argentina interna- 
tional Jorge Burrachaga were 
upheld. They were accused of 
fixing the Valenciennes 

mnlrh. 

Jacques MelUclE, the mayor 
of Bethune, who helped con- 
struct an unsuccessful alibi 
for l^le. had bis two-year 
suspended sentoiee reduced 
to one year. The court upheld 
his two-year ineligibility for 
office and Mellick, who was a 
cabinet colleague of T^ple, 
said he too would appeal to a 
higher court 

After the fyaTidai broke, 
Marseille were s tr i pped of tbe 
French title they Imd won in 
1993 azKl were demoted to the 
Second Division last season. 
However, they were allowed 
to remain as European cham- 
pions, having deftoted Milan 
1--0 in the final in Munich. 

• Tbe Brazilian striker Ro- 
maiio may be on his way 
hade to Spain, after repmis 
tha t Salamanca are a^otiat- 
with the sportswear com- 
psmy Nike to finance his 
signing. 

The television channel An- 
tana 3 haS alM been Hnlcad 
with the bid. T alks are said to 
have already taken place be- 
tween Antena 3 and Romar- 
io’s current team, Flamengo 
ofBrakL 

Romario spent two success- 
ful seasons at Barcelona be- 
fore returning home to play 
for Flamengo. However, they 
have struggled In the Brazil- 
ian league this year and Ro- 
mario, after scoring three 
gnala during a charity mateb 
between America and Europe 
in Barcelona last month, ex- 
pressed his desire to return to 
SiKun. 


Worid Club Cup final 

Ajax 0, Gremio 0 (aet, Ajax win 4-3 on pens) 

Ajax clean up 


T he quality of Dutch 
soccer, expounded at 
documentaiy length on 
television this sum- 
mer. was further substanti- 
ated in Tokyo yesterday vfoen 
Ajax of Amsterdam became 
worid club dmmpioQS. The 
European champions, who 
blamed a bumi^ pitch, were 
nevertheless a little red-foced 
in victory. 

They had been held to a 
goalless draw and a praalty 
shoot-out by Gremio, the 
South American club champi- 
ons from Porto Alegre in 
Brazil — who were reduced to 
10 men for most of the second 
half and all of extra time. 

“When you organise a 
world cup match you have to 
create perfect circumstances 
to play football,” said fbeir 
coach Louis van GaaL “We 
were forced to play another 
style because of the field.” 

In the 5Gtb minute (Sremio’s 
Paraguayan central defender 
rataiiTin Rivaiola was dis- 
missed for a second bookable 
oftence — both against the 
teenage striker Patrick Klul- 
vert — within the space of 
three minutes. 

Ajax appeared lucky not to 
lose Mare Overmars minutes 


after Rivarola’s dismissal, 
when the Dutrii international 
winger swung an arm in front 
of AiHson’s fece. The (gremio 
midfielder w^t down holding 
his mouth, but after consult- 
ing his lirtpgman fbe English 
referee David Elleray, vfoo 
did not see the incident, went 
ahead with a firee-kidt be bad 
already awarded Gremio. 

The penalty shoot-out 
beg£UD for Gremio T^en 
Elulvert put the opening kick 
wi^ but Ajax were idways in 
front after Edwin van der Sar 
saved fitnn Dinbo and Fran- 
dsco Arce hit the bar with 
Gremio’s second kick. The 
Ajax captain Danny Blind 
converted Iheir last penalty to 
rfiwrii the World Club Cup 
4-^. 

This mateh, foe third since 
1985 to be settled by penalties 
and foe to go into extra 
time, was a tale of wasted 
ffhanrwe Gcmuio's Jardel was 
as guilty as Elulvert and 
Ajax’s Finiusta intemational 
Jari r-itTTiariaTi of wHaamg vir- 
tually open goals. South 
America now lead Eurofpe 
33-21 in the annual matoh. 
and 10-6 since it was switched 
to Tokyo's national stadium 
in 1980. 


Reid promised £ 1 0m to spend 
if Sunderland win promotion 


S UNDERLAND'S man- 
ager Peter Reid has been 
promised £10 miiiinw to 
spend on new players if the 
team wins promotion to the 
Premiership and joins New- 
castle United and Middles- 
brough in the curr e nt foot- 
ball revival in the North- 
east. 

The Wearside clnb lost 
£2 wiiHnn last scason and 
have since spent another 
£1 million on the Republic 
of Ireland striker David 
Kelly, but their major share- 
holder Bob Murray said: 
''We aim to give Peter the 
anunonition be needs. We 
have to move with times 

and if Siinderland win pro- 


motion Peter will be gtvmi 
the cash to deal with life in 
the Premier League.” 

Blackburn have agreed a 
deal with the Swedish first 
division .club Halmstad to 
taike tb^ striker Niklas 
Gndmondsson on loan nntil 
tbe end of the season, with 
an option on a permanent 
transfer. 

Rovers' manager Ray 
Harford, who expects - the 
player to put pen to paper 

this we^ said: “He Is an 

SOXt Of laft- 
wing centre-forward. He 
nan play Cither wide or np 
the middle, he has pace and 
hop^UIly he will fit into 
our play.” 
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Buffer State ... MicDezmott supervises a training session: *Teri 7 and me are frm people and this is going to be a fun club,' says Kevin Ec^an 

Newcastle look to cheerleader McDermott 


Tonighf s Coca-Cola Cup tie at Anfieid cannot come soon enough 
for Kevin Keegan’s right-hand man. Cynthia Bateman reports 


T he sign over the tunnel 
which reads “This is 
AnOeld” is designed to 
trigger fear In oppo- 
nents. Birt for the Newcastle 
management team of Kevin 
Eeegan and 'ferry McDeoinott, 
whose Premiership leaders 
meet the Ck>ca-Cola Cup hold- 
ers in tonight’s fourth-round 
tie, it might just as well read 
“Welcome Home". 

Keegan and his assistant 
foiged their friendship there 
20 years ago as members of 
the most successftd teams in 
Uvetpool's history, and when 
Keegan was appointed man- 


ager of Newcastle in Febru- 
aiy 1992 be was so sure tiiat 
he needed his old friend as his 
No. 2 that be initially agreed 
to pay McDermott’s wages out 
ofbis own salary. 

But McDermott Is only one 
member of an important 
inner c^inet -r a boot-Toom 
parliament based OQ foe Liv- 
erpool model — that Keegan 


has assembled at St James* 
Park in the hope of cultivat- 
ing the kind ctf culture that 
made Liverpool so succ^s^ 

Although his sense ta loy- 
alty is evident in the men he 
chooses to have around him. 
Keegan does not want mere 
yes-men on his staff. He is 
keen to develop a think - tank 
in which colleagues he 
respects can give honest opin- 
ions about players, tactics, 
coaching and transfea?. 

The opinions of Arthur 
Cox. tbe former Newcastle 
and Dtehy managa- who Is a 
senior coach, are highly 
r^arded. Cos was the man- 
age who signed Keegan to in- 
{^ire Newrastle’s return to 
tbe First Division in 1984. 

Chris McMenemy is first- 
team coach. Keegan and he 
became friends as players 
wh€m Keegan was at Simfo- 
ampton and McMenemy's 
fefoer Lawrie was manager. 
Chris was manager of Ches- 


terfield before joining Keegan 
at St James’. 

Two former Newcastle play- 
ers, John C^arver and J^ 
Clarke — the latter another 
member of the 1984 promo- 
tion-winning side — are In 
rhar gp of the reserve and 
youth teams respectively. 

McDermott, however, is 
Keegan's right-hand man- 
Keegan calls him "my buffer" 
and "the best buffer in the 
business”. He takes the 

wei^t when Keegan briefly 
wants to put down the load; 
dealing with requests from 
supporters and the media, 
s tanding |n for the mpnagpr 
whenever he Is needed, as 
well as working with the play- 
ers in training and sitting on 
the bench aloi^ide Keegan 
at matches. "He gets involved 
in everything Keegan does." 
said an insider. 

When Ee^an took over he 
confessed: “I haven't slept for 
two nights because I haven’t 


Wright puzzle for Arsenal 


T he Arsenal striker Ian 
Wright returns from his 
latest ban to play in 
tonight’s Coca-Cola Cup 
fourth-round tie with Shef- 
fidd Wednesday, with his 

manag wr BrUCe RiOCh Still 

irrlrinc a way of saving his 
soQietimes wayward lA^r 
from the costly suspensions 
that have marred hig caroM'. 

^Fining a player Is not al- 
ways the answer because you 
are with personal- 

ities. Ian is not foe scat of guy 
you can just go op to and say 
’Quietendown’,” said Rioefo. 

Wright mlss^ 10 matches 
tbrou^ suspension last sea- 
son and has just finished a 
three-matdi ban. "1 told Ian 
we need him in the team. You 
cant afford to have players 


liicft him TniagTTig fop 3 quarter 
of the season if you are going 
to have a champum^p-win- 
ningteam," Riodi said. 

Against Wednesday, Wright 
will renew a flourishing part- 
nership with Dennis Bei^ 
kamp that had produced 20 
goals before bis latest baa 
But Martin Keown is doubtful 
with a Vag injury. 

Wednesday's new si gning 
Steve Nicol is cup^^tied and tbe 
left-back Lee Briscoe is in- 
jured. feiscoe pulled a ham- 
string in Saturday's i^w at 
E^vertoa where Nicol made 
his debut after ^ arrival 
from Notts County. 

The Wednesday manager 
David Pleat hopes his striker 
David Hirst and miffielder 
Mark Pembridge will both be | 


fit after missing the Everton 
game through iujury. 

Struggling Queens Park 
Rangers — whose chairman 
Peter Ellis yesterday backed 
his msmag ar Ray WlTl rina - "J 
am sure Ray will rouse the 
players and foey will radly to 
the call” — hope to be 
strengthened by foe experi- 
enced Mark Hateley, who is 
set for his debut in their tie at 
Aston Villa. 

The goalkeeper Jurgen 
Sommer is cup-tied, so Wil- 
kins will choose between 
Tony Roberts and Sieb Dyk- 
stra. The full-back David 
Bardsley returns after sus- 
pension, and Rufris Brevett 
and tbe hi^y rated Trevor 
Sinclair are also expected 
back from injury. 


Results 


Soccer 

WOBLD CLUB CUP CTOlVai: A|» 0 . Grs- 
mto 0 (uC A|n vsn 4-3 on pvw). 

Rugby Union 


Poiuypool 

« CanOR PontyprkM t Mubm^ 

Golf 

SUROPEAN TOUR QUALiPYINO 
L Spain): Laadtag abdb rand 
{GBAra unlaaa aialad): 4 Sa S 
WelBier 74 . 65 . n, 74 , e& 7 D. 483 H Buhr- 
mmn (SA) 67 . 71 66 . 68 . 73 . 73 : A Colllaan 
te. 7 a 71 , 73 . 69. 71 436 T Gogele (Gar) 
W. 76 . 66 . 71 . 72 . 74 . 4 St J PInera ( 8 p) 71 

69 , 61 74 , 74 . 71 . 480 C Sunaaon 7 i. 74 . 
71 . 71 70. 61 M Wekii 74 . 78 . 66 . 71 71 . 
71 : A Labouc (Pr) 71 , 61 71 . 74 . 71 71 8 
GaHachar 71 71 61 61 71 71 U Wllla 71 , 
61 71 72 , 71 77. 461 P Howloy 71 69. 71 
71 71 , 71 : R MunE (Neth) 70, 71 67. 71 71 
71 : R Cafes 06. 71 66 . 74 . 71 74 ; P CpUM 
ISm) 61 71 61 74 , 66. 71 463 P Hauss- 
iVd (Mr) 74 , 67 , 71 81 71 . 71 P Harring- 
ton 71. 71 68, 71 70 . 71 J McHamy 73 . 73 . 

70 . 73 . 73 . 71 A Cabrara (Arg) 71 . 74 . 67 . 
717171 

Basketball 


Toronto 101. GoMon Sato 81 Or- 
lando 91 Detroit 61 lAah .114, Ptieenbe 
Wl Chicaoo 107. Portland 104. 

Bowris 

as BiaumuiCE s c om aH 6IA6TEB6 
(Coattvldoa); Qnwtar-lfeMiR J Pita 
{Wales) tt 6 RolwiBon (ScoQ 7 - 1 7 - 1 R 
~ ' (Scot) H M Johnalon (Ira) 7 - 1 , 7^1. 


American Football 

NRj San DUgo 11 OaMand 1 

Ice Hockey 

HHU NY Rangara i, Naw Jeraay 1 (oi): 
Tampa Bay 1 Los Aiigsias 0 ; Bidiaia 2 . si 
Louis 1 San Disoo 11 Oakland 6 

Hockey 

BNOUSH INDOOR CHAMnONSHMc 
Ssnand SauBi OuJBar (MaidanhSad). 
Quartor-flaalsx West London tHE 9 . 


Souihgsta 1 ' Slough 1 Old MldartuigHUans 
0 ( 3-2 pm): MaMsnhstf 1 Old Bwdmi- 
lana B Hounslow 4 , BsKrsdsre 1 ffsnd 
«talm WUHE 1 Slough 5 ( 6-2 psnsl; Bor- 
dsrrians 1 Bsivudsrs 1 . Phah WUHE 1 
OM Botdsnlans 4 , (Wsst London IHE qual- 
ity tor NaOenal pnlimhiary raunl Jan 

18114 ). 

Snooka* 


UK 


(Prsston): TMrd 
(Eng) bt S Small 

(Scol)9rl 

Squa^ 

QATAR UfTSRNAIIOMAU. Rrsl raaitt 

T Hands (Eng) bl H WIsm lOar) 13 - 1 S, 
11 - 11 10 - 11 19 - 8 . 15 - 6 ; B ■wAi (Aua) M 
A Fahasn Khan (HIQ iS- 6 . 1 & 4 , 15-1 O 
Uaddhias (Eng) bt C Van der Wath 
1 S 4 . 1 &- 13 , 15-1 D Hmto (Eng) M D 
Ryan (Itb) 6 - 15 . 1 ^ 11 . 0 -l& 15 - 10 . 1 &SE 
HEyta(Aua)blFlaaiidlz^(ArQ) 15-11 
1 P 4 . 15-11 IBr Zmnm Out (Pak) bt 
Zarak Jshan Khan (Pak) 15 - 1 15 - 0 , 8 -il 
15 - 1 P Orugory (Or) bLA Hfll (Aim) 11-11 
166 . 15 - 6 , 1 S- 7 i A (Egypt) bt P 

Steel (NZI 1 S- 6 , 15 - 11 , 15-11 


Fixtures 


( 7 SQ unless stated) 

Soccer 

eeCA-OOLA eUPi P««rth r«uadi 
ArsaiMl V Shaft Wad ( 7 . 4 S); Aalen Villa v 
Qffi ( 7 . 46 ); Leads v BlaekbuD ( 7 . 46 ); Llv- 
arpeoi u M aw eart e ( 746 ): MMisebiweh 
V Birmingium (IJSH Norwich v Sallon 
( 7 . 4 ^; Wolwsrhanqm v Covsmry ( 7 . 45 L 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SMBJk Norta 
urn SaoltaM S e e ewd iwi* Craws u 
Burnley. Sur m iaiu Swutlow SuaoPd 
rmuMta Swindon v HarUord ( 745 ) 
nts LKAOlIK Galta lysBliy: SMond 
rauadi Epaom 6 Ewell v Lewes. 
NUIIIIIUIN eOUKTIES BAST LSAOUE 
CVPi S ieend ramA Selby Tn v HollaiiL 
Shansld V Oases AD. 

CSIEAT IIBXS lEAQUa Prwidw 
iatoM T l r sr ton Tn v Terrlrnion. 

POimNS LEAOUB PM OMalan Tran- 
mars « Man UH (tjOf. West Brom v Darby 
(7 j 0). S ee o w d DMsIoib Bamstoy v Mar» 
tleld (7.Ai Man Oty « York 1145); Hoihef- 
ham V Sundsrtand (7,0): Brodtod C v Hud- 


derafleld ( 7 J)). WM DMMon; Cheslar v 
Sioekport ( 7 . 0 ); Chaatsr fl ald v Datlmgton 
(7X9; Lmeoln v Ooncasiar (7X9; WatsaU v 
Rochdale ( 7 . 01 : Wigan v ScaiticiFaueh ( 7 , 0 ). 
AVON 1 MSURAMC 8 COUMHATIONi 
ftat BMalm WimMadon « Oidord Uid 
110 ); Southampton v Norwich: TottenAam 
V west Ham (SI Albona). Saouad Div 
toloNs Newport AFC v CardHl ( 7 ^ 49 : Swan- 
asa V Btmnpham (ICk. 
SPRINOHEATH PRINT CAPITAL 
LEAQUe Branitord v Bamat I 2 J)); Cam- 
taWga Uid v Wycomoa { 3 .Q: CoWia a tar 
Utd V Fulham (IQ); Layton Orient v Wok- 
ing; Nerttiafltoton v Crawley Tn. 

LEAGUE OF WALES CUPl Qrow> PlMi 
Round Onae Ehbw Vale v inter CardW. 


Rugby Union 


CIS INSURANCE SERIES. TOUR 
MATCtfe London 6 South East v Western 
Samoa (11 IWldtaniiam). 

CIS INSURANCE U-SS COUNTY 
CSHIP: MMands aoniMhial: E MUIanoe 

V NotN, Lines 1 Darby ISadtann. 

6 RU U-ai INIhH-lMSIMGT CHANPI. 
ONSMPSs SouA ol Seodand « Glaogow 
Olat ( 10 , tlurrayfield); EiSnburoh Oist v N 
6 Mid aeodaitd (MirrayOald). 
mPRBSBNTATlVS MATeili Royal Navy 

V N faaland Army (Rectory). 

CLUBSi Cambridge Univ v Staele- 
Bodgar'a XV ( 9 A|; Traoiehy v Fawwatar 
( 7 . 0 ). 

Rugby League 

STONES GERTENAHY C 9 MR StMfflald 

V St Halena: WarrinoiDn v Leeds; Wotk ln g- 
ton V Caadstord. n*R Batiey v Sattord; 
Dew^ry v Knghtay ( 10 ); Hudderafleld v 
Wakabeld; Rcchdais v Hun ( 10 ). ~ 


Carlisla v York (Carllala RU); Chorigy v 
Leigh; Hlghnald v Barrow; Hull KR w Don- 
castor. Swlnion v Bramisy. 

B^ketball 

BUDWEISBI LEAGUE: Thames Valley v 
ShsKisld (7 IS) 

7 -UP TROPHYi 
IS 9 i Blrrmnoham v (Miesier. 


Hockey 


/ATIVB 12.11 Tiisley Pk): 

Oxford Unw v BaeohanoJlans. 


Ice Hockey 


BRITISH LBAQUe Dhr Ona: BlaeUnirn v 
Billingham (SJIt, Gulidtord « Teltoid <6J)I. 


bad anyone to bounce things 
off Now Fve got someone who 
I know is completely on the 
same wavelength." 

McDermott supplanted 
Tony Galvin, the former 
R^ublic of Ireland player 
who had been Ossie Aries’s 
assistant, and Keegan said: ’T 
have to have someone here 
who I know is completely on 
my side. Terry is my man. 

**He is very hi^y regarded 
in fbotbalL He helps out on 
the coaching side, he goes 
and watches players for me. 
but. very important as weU. 
his personality lifts tbe 
atmosphere." 

A Scouser endowed with 
the native wit, McDermott is 
noted for his joke-book patter 
and effervescent personality. 
"Terry and me are fun 
peoide,'' said Keegan. “And 
this is going to be a frin club." 

McDermott was originally 
taken on for 13 weeks. ‘Tm 
here jimt to help Kevin out ff 
be wants me to stay, Z vrilL If 
he doesn’t I will have had 13 
febulous weeks," he said at 
the time. 

Neither he nor Keegan 


Sport in brief 


Sailing 

Rupert Murdoch, the media 
magnate, gignad on to 
crew in tbe 630-miIe Sydney 
to Hobart Race which begins 
on Boxing Day. Murdoch 
plans to be aboard the 78ft 
carbon-fibre sloop Sayonara, 
owned by his friend Larry 
Ellison. Sayonara is the Joint 
race fevourite with the Aus- 
tralian itmtI Brlndabella. 

Squash 

Del Heuris, the hero of Eng- 
land’s wmid team title tri- 
umifo in Cairo this memth, 
had to come from behind to 
reach the last 16 of the Qatar 
International yesterday, 
writes Riehard Jago. 

The 26-yea»dd, still took- 
ing jaded afte r his efforts In 
Egypt, needed a late rally to 
beat Derek Ryan, the Irish- 
man who reached the semi- 
finals of the Pakistan Open in 
Karachi last week. Harris's 
6-15. 15-11. 8-15, 15-10, 15-8 
victory earned Ktrn a meeting 
With his compatriot Tony 
Hands. 

Swunming 

The sport's governing body, 
the International Swimming 
Federation, has announced 
drastic new punishme nts for 
dn^ takers. At its extraordi- 
nary congress in Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Flu voted to impose 
automatic four-year bans on 
swimmers found to have used 
anabolic steroids. 

The congress also agreed 
twQ-year bans for swimmeia 
found to have used other 
drugs, apart from lighter 
drugs such as an excess of 
caffeine which will carry only 
a three-month ban. 

Boxing 

Billy Schwer has been pulled 
out of his European title chal- 
lei^ against the Frenchman 
Angel Mona In February. 
Schwer's manager Mickey 
Duff has told him to take 
a three-month rest, after 
his 12th-round stoppage by 
Ghana's David Tetteh in Dag- 
enham last ^tiutiay which 
cost the Luton man his Com- 
mon wealth Ughtwe^t title. 
It was Schwer's foiuth bout 
since losU^ an 1BF challenge 
to Rafeel Rueles 11 months 
ago. 


could have dreamed of such 
great success so soon, al- 
though the partnership got 
off to a flying start with a 3-0 
win over Bristol City. 

“It was fabulous,’’ said 
McDermott "We wanted to 
win so much I just got carried 
away. I've never seen Kevin 
so excited. Fve known him for 
20 years and Fve never seen 
him like that. We embraced 
as thou^ we had won the 
World Cup. That’s how mwfo 
It meant to us." 

McDermott compared it to 
the day 10 years previously 
when, as a player, be made 
his debut for the Newcastle 
side captained by Keegan who 
beat Rotherham S-l. "That 
was Ke^sn-mania, but this 
was even better,’* said McDer- 
mott who is in his third spell 
at St James'. 

It was play^ for Newcas- 
tle against Liverpool in foe 
1974 Cup final that earned 
him a move to Anfieid, when 
he teamed up wifo Keegan. 
Later he returned to Join 
Keegan and Peter Beardsley 
as the players who imder- 
pinned Newcastle’s return 


Tennis 

Chest injury 
puts Agassi out 
of Davis Cup 


David hvbie 


A ndre agassl who has 

been suffering from a 
chest Injury since October, 
has palled out of this week- 
end’s Davis Cup final 
gainst Russia In Moscow. 

Agassi, the United States 
No. 2, h6id indicated earlier 
that if available he was 
only ready to pl^ donbles, 
bat his withdrawal has 
fbreed the American cap- 
tain Tom Gullikson to 
in Richey Renebet^. 

Pete Sampras and Jim 
Courier are certain to play 
the singles, with Reneberg 
partnering Todd Martin in 
the doubles. 

Agassi is still in draw 
for the Grand Slam Cup in 
Munich the following week 
and yesterday was drawn 
to play Sergi Bmguera In 
the oEwnu^ round. 

Boris Becker, who won 
the recent ATP Champion- 
ship final In Frankfurt, 
opens against Andrei 
Medvedev. 

# St^B Grafs father Peter 
has said his daughter is not 
Implicated in tax evasion. 
The S7-year^d has been in 
a Mannheim jail since 
August on suspicion of 
avoiding tax on the world 
No. I’s earnings. 

Breaking his silence after 
his months of confinmnent, 
Peter Graf submitted a 
written statement to prose- 
cutors clearing Steffi of any 
wrongdoing, bis lawyer 
Peter SlauSa said. 

“Graf said his dangler 
bad nothing to do with it.'* 
he said, nd»Hwg that Peter 
Graf claimed that only he 
and other ad'risers had 
handled Steffi's imtome. 

The Mannheim prosecu- 
tor Peter Weehsti^ 
there were no plane to 
rdeaseGcaf. 

ONAND SIJUR CUR Draan P SamVM v 
P McEnroa; P Kota v Q ivanlaewle; M 
Cnang v J Eiungii: H Rrlan v Y KaMmuow; 
r Musiv V T uariin; A Madvedw v B 
Backer: M Stlcn v A Kncfcstain: 9 
Brugim v A AgoaL 

I 

i 

I 


to the First Division 

That trio in different roles 
have taken Newcastle to the 
top of the top flight and, they 
hope, on the rond to Europe. 
Route one Is the Coca-Cola 
Cup, and removing it from 
the holders’ grasp tonight 
would be the blgj^t hurdle 
overccMXte. 

"We carried some luck 
against my old club at St 
James' thr^ weeks ago." s.tid 
Beardsley, alluding to New- 
castle’s late winner. “But we 
have traveUed well enough 
this season to know we have 
every chance of reaching the 
fifth round. 

keep telling me 
that matches don’t come any 
tougher than this one. That's 
fine by us; we're hard to beat 
these days." 

McDermott always looks 
forward to returning to An- 
fieid. "Fm still a big fan. I 
have the greatest respect for 
foem. Kevin apologised to 
Roy Evans for us beating Liv- 
erpool with a late goal in the 
league match the other week. 
I just hope he will be saying 
die same thing tonUfot.’’ 


Snooker 

O’Sullivan 

revival 

continues 


enve E verton at P i WA tB ii 


QONNIE O’SULLIVAN, 
^ochampion in 1998 a week 
before his 18th birthday, 
coasted into the quarter-finals 
of this year’s Royal Liver UK 
Championsbip at the Guild 
Hall here yesterday. He com- 
pleted a 9-2 win over Scot- 
land’s Chris Small, whom he 
had led 7-i ovemi^t. 

Andy Hides, an unexpected 
world semi-finalist last Ma^', 
was leading TTiallaiid’s James 
Wattana 5-8 for a place 
against O’Sullivan, who is 
recovering strongly from a 
dismal start to the season. 

Family problems seemed to 
aSect O’SuUivaa's appetite 
for the game. He did not win ,n 
match in the Thailand Classic 
or foe Skoda Grand ETis — 
but whereas form is tempo- 
rary, class endures. 

"When Fm playing to the 
best of my ability foie game is 
SO easy.’’ he said yesterday. 
’Tt’s the best feeling in the 
world. I find it hard to get a 
buzz out of the game if I’m not 
flowing, but at top level 
you've got to be able to dig 
deep. I haven't got that but l 
want it to make me a better 
player.’’ 

Mark Williams, a 20-year- 
old Welsh left-hander who mn 
Stephen Hendry to 9-8 here 
three years ago. led the l99i 
world and UK champion John 
Parrott S-3 at the interval 

Beaten only 9-8 Parrott 
at the corresponding stage a 
year ago. WUUams led 3-0 and 
4-1, a period in which his 55 
clearance to snatch the 
second frame on the black 
was the highlit 

Pnrrott, who had been con- 
servative in .shot selection 
and prone to unexpected 
error, asserted himself with 
82 ki tbe slxfo but lost the 
seventh on the black before 
makmg a sterling colours 
clearaoee for the black.faaU 
win which limited his inter- 
val oirears to two frames 
rather than the four thev 
could so easily have been. ' 
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Cricket 


England face 
pitch with a 
bit of bite 


MikeSelveyin 

Johannesburg Icxiks 
at the Test wicket 


C ONSENSUS has it 
that die pitch ftn* tbs 
second Test here, at 
the marvellous Wan* 
derers ground, will be a 
belter. Dr All Bacber, the 
chitf executive of tte United 
Cricket Board, says as mnph. 
So does Jimmy Cooh, the for< 
mer Transvaal batsman flrom 
the lost generation, who 
creamed the ball around 
Taunton for Somerset before 
retiring to become coadi to 
the Transvaal provincial 
team. He should know. 

And then there is the view 
of the men who are preparing 
it. the head groundsman 
Chris Scott and his partner 
Ashley Harvey-Walker. 

Derbyshire supporters long 
in tootii and suffering will 
remember Harvey-Walker as 
the unpretentious player who 
on a June day tiro decades 
ago took one look at the snow- 
affected Buxton pitch on 
^ileh he was about to bat an- 
other lode at a Lancashire 
attack containing Peter 
Lever. Ken StautUewortii and 
Peter Lee, carefully removed 
his fhlse teetti before they did 
the job for him, wrapp^ 
them in a han^ and handed 
them to — inevitably — ' 
Dickie Bird. 

Bis choppers were stiU in 
place here yesterday as he 
fussed over the pitch for 
tomorrow’s match. Fbr six 
years he has been employed 
by the Transvaal Cricket 
Board as consultant and this 
is perhaps the most high-pro- 
file surfoce he has had to 
tend. 

the nature of pitches at the 
other nuiior venues across 
South Africa is changing. In a 
period during the Ei^ties, 
Wanderers wickets in partic- 
ular were verdant where once 
they had been regarded as foe 
foirest of them all in this 
country. "Like that there," 
said Cook yesterday, pointing 
meaningfully at an unpre- 
pared bright-green affair. "It 
was hard work here. Now 
they are not quite as slippecy 
as they were." 

But foe UCB. with foe help 
of a brace of soil scientists 
foom the mdverslties of Natal 
and Potchefstroom. has been 
wotking hard to upgrade its 
pitches to provide a more 
even contest between bat and 
baU, with good bounce and 
pace but wear later in the 
game. 

Three years ago Scott and 


Harvey-Walker relaid some 
strips, and this is one of 
thok. “A bit diffeient to Bus- 
ton," said Harvey-Walker. 

Initial preparations have 
been hampered by foe bad 
weather that has blighted foe 
city and washed out the first 
Test at Centtulon a week ago, 
and the Wanderers water 
table is still unseasonally 
hi^: despite the fact that no 
water has been applied since 
last Friday, Geoff Boycott 
would have no trouble bury- 
ing his car key in it 
However, rolling, and the 
sun that at last has arrived 
here (alttaou^ for how loi^ is 
anyone’s guess), should en- 
sure that it will be harder by 
the start A specialist team 
has been taking readings 
from the pitch using a Cle^ 
Impact Soil Tester, an instru- 
ment for registering the 
d^pee of bounce. Yesterday it 
was reading around 40 per 
cent against the 100 per cent 
that ffl^t be expected from a 
marble floor. 

“It hasn't been rolled today, 
though," said Harvey- 
Walker, “and that figure will 
go up. I am ejqiecting some- 
thing around GO per cent by 
the start, rising to aroimd 75 
by foe middle of foe match 
a^ perhaps 90 by the end. It 
should go through all right If 
foe first ball rolls along foe 
deck, you won’t see me for 
dust" 

Curiously, the ground has 
seen an unusual munber of 
results In international 
matches, with only a sin^ 
draw in 15 such gpm** (in- 
cluding the rebel matetaes, of 
course) since 1981. "Nor- 
ma^," said Cook, “the first 
session here can be difficult 
to n^otiate. A side should bat 
first but expect the ball to 
s eam . It is Up to them to battle 
through to lunch, as for exam- 
ple New Zealand did last year 
when they might have been 
five down but instead lost just 
one wicket, went on to make 
over 400 and won the g^e. 

“After lunch, batting be- 
comes easier and remains so 
for the next couple of days 
until cracks appear. Then It 
can get a bit uneven and also 
turn." 

This time, however, foe 
hope is that the wide cracks 
which cause the variable 
bounce — as apposed hr those 
smaller ones caused by natu- 
ral shrinkage ~ will be elimi- 
nated by the shifting of foe 
pitch three feet away from its 
normal central position, and 
by allowing It to dry out more 
slowly than usuaL 
Aifooi^ Raymond Tiling , 
worth saw the pitch yesterday 
and was foformed that the 



Rugby Union 


Twickenham puts 
block on Gallagher 


H e b ert A nnslf wie . 

0^ GALLAGHER, 
foe fomner New Zee- 
land fuU-baclc who 
switched to rugby 
league, has. been iwevented 
from returhlng to unvm In 
Rwgianri, fbr fois secopd time 

The Rngby Footiudl Union 
yesterday followed up its ban 
on Gallagher jdaying for Bar- 
^ fsd^tog Kent to 
resdnd its decision to select 
tdm her a Cffi County CSiam^ 
wnaiiip mair'h agsfoist Hamp- 
shire fois Weekend. 

Sbdwing scant rqiard for 
Europmui law, which upholids 
She free movement of players 
between -dlSbteut sports, the 
RFU secretary TVmy Ballett 
ruled Kent “oat of order*’, 
even tbou^ flanaghar took, 
part In a union match along- 
side two Wnglanri hvfai- iwHft n - 

als In Wales last week. BaUett 
said: 'The RFlTs viewpoint is 
that be- Is not eligible to play 
even in a friendly in Englimd, 
let alone fo eompetitloD.” 

In eCfect the Welsh Kn^ir 
Union sanetkmed Galla^ier's 
return to onioa worldwide' by 
gremting pcamis^on for him 
to play in an all-star testimo- 
nial for leuan Evans at 
Stradey Park, last Taesday. 
England's Mike Catt and. Law- 
rence Dallagdfo were mem- 
bers of tile XoternatUmal XV 
that also induded (3aUG8her 


at follbadL The fixture , was 
obntiblled by the World Cup 
referee Derek Bevan. 

The RFU Commission 
reoeaHs recommended that 
“foeoe be a free passage back 
[to unioh] from ru^ league', 
but Hal]i^ has chom to use 
the three-year stand-down 
period tx retumh^ league 
professionals as a means cf 
blocking (Sallagher’s return 

toTan gHah mgKy nnkm- 

Uodo- foe RFXr$ old ama- 
teur regulations, vrtiich are 
still in force, Hdlett is also 
required, to ban Catt and Dat 
la^to from union because 
they were both professional- 
ised by playing alongside <^- 
lagher. However, no such 
actio n wi ll be taken because 
the RFU cartently Snores 
those regulations that are in- 
conveident and instead ap- 
plies the rules on pisyer 
status and eligibility in an ar- 
bitrary manner. 

GWen that fiie old regula- 
tions still apply. Twidunbam 


is also out of order In offering 
professional contracts to tiie 
21 memhers of the elite Eng- 
land squad,' tududing Catt 
and DaRaglio. The (xmtinuing 
iwTi on Gelle^er is unfiur, 11- 
ynrt almost csxtsiiily' 

illegal. 

(jaDa^ter, a fonuer Askeans 
ph^er who has been training 
with Wttrtftqiirng fois sesson. 
retired from rugby league last 
spring after an injury-hit 
career wifo Leeds and a 


wtihLondmi Bronoos. Vfidely 
regarded as one of union’s 
98t Test ftill-bacfes, be 
had hegwd to resume his 
union carew at The Stoop, 
but Twickenham stopped him 
by mvokiug the l2dday ellgi- 
blUty rule vfoidi has already 
p ro m p ta d Sir Jdtm Hall of 

Newcastle to take legal 
advice. 

Kent believed, reasonably 
enoi^h, that Galk^foer had 
beemoe a union player foanks 
to foe WRU dedsloa But Hal- 
lett said: “Kent are out of 
order. ’There has been no 
prcgier abdication or tetter 
aniririg for a dispensaticzi for 
Gallagber, but even If there 
b^ been we wouki not have 
grants an early return for 

him. 

‘"That would have been un- 
fair to an scats of categories 
of players, and we have made 
it clear throughout the 
• awtuirm that the moratorium 
CD all sorts of issum rising 
fr om an cgien game will stay 
in place." 

. Steve Dunmore, Kent's 
dmixman of selectors, said: ‘*1 


wrote to the RFU pointing out 
that John was coming to us 
not frmn mgby league but 
fnsm playing rugby union in 
Wales last week and that be 
was therefore eligible for 
Kent 1 did not receive a reply 
but was lad to und ers tan d 
that the RFU would not stop 
us. Now we will field an un- 
dianged team." 


Clubs ‘need £3m a year 
each to survive’ 


Robert Aimstrong on a storm warning 
from the Leicester president Peter Wheeler 


Net profit. . .Smith practisii^ in Johannesborg yesterday pHorooRAm graham chadvvick 


rough covering of grass 
would not be removed. Har- 
vey-Walker has other plans. 

*Tt will certainly have a 
light cut," he said, “and per- 
haps any rough edges tidied 
up later. Any grass that 
remains will be rolled into 
the clay. The pUdi won’t look 
the same as It does now. I ex- 
pect it to be medium quick at 
the start, and get quicker. It 
may turn, but foat depends on 
foe bowlers." 

On foe strength of this in- 
formation. Illingworth has 
not discounted an all-seam 


attack in one form or another, 
and Devem Malcolm by no 
means Is out of contention if 
the grass does remain. 

The likelihood., however, is 
that England will field an un- 
changed side, provided the 
back, strain that prevented 
Richard QUngworth practis- 
ing yesterday recovers 
satisEactorily. 

South Africa too have to 
make a decision wfaietfaiK to 
persist with foeir all-pace pol- 
icy or to admit their misteke 
at Centurion and play their 
own left-arm splonar Clive 


Eksteen to “do a job", as Peter 
Pollock, flie oemvener of the 
South Africa selectors, de- 
scribed It recently. 

Cook thinks big runs wUl 
be made in foe match, so a 
spinner must play, and every 
indication is that It will be 
the swing of Meyrick Pringle 
rather than Craig Matttiews's 
more steadfost virtues that 
replaces the iqjured Brett 
SchuUz. If so Nbitfhews, who 
has taken 16 vririmts at 18 
runs apiece in his last three 
Tests here, with some 
justification feel aggrieved. 


Lara’s Cup 
place in doubt 

B rian lara’s wond 
Cap place may be under 
threat after his surprise 
-withdrav^ from the squad 
to tour Australia next 
month. 

Yesterday the West 
indies Cricket Board of 
Control president Peter 
Short was non-committal 
when asked about the bats- 
man’s Cap prospects. 
“What the fiiture holds Is 
very open." he said. 

**1 don't know what will 
happen there, I don’t know 
what view the Board is go- 
ing to take. 1 don’t know 
what view Brian is going to 
take about his future and 
his immediate post-Austra- 
lia participation. 

“He is very tired and felt 
a lot of pressure both on the 
field and off it.” 


Australia count cost of victory 


David Hopps HI Sydney 


RlefHrd wnnaBW, G2 


AKISTAN's progress 
around Australia might 
have been modelled on 
a Sydney taxi driver: it has 
been an incomprehensible 
progression of jolts and 
scrapes, with best-laid plans 
Increasingly displaced by an 
atmosphere of total 
bewilderment 
Two Tests down with one to 
play. Pakistan no longer even 
feign confidence that they 
will eventually stumble upon 
the right road. Instead they 
console themselves with 
thoughts of next y^r's World 
Cup, and accord it the same 
reverence a London cabbie 
gives The Knowledge. 

That this series, optimisti- 
cal' billed as between foe 
two strongest Test nations m 
the world, has turned out to 


be such a mismatch is 
reflected at the turnstiles. Six 
years ago attendances over 
three Tests totalled 135,000. 
On fois occasion interest has 
fbllen off so rapidly that this 
series will strode to attract 
half as many. 

The Australian Board is 
hardly strai^ied for ca^, but 
Brian Lara's piqued with- 
drawal from the West indi^ 
tour is another financial blow 
and is bound to eat away at 
attendances for the Benson 
and Hedges World Series. We 
will know that thinp are 
really bad when foe Austra- 
lians start talking about the 
World (hip. 

In such circumstances, 
even with the series d^ided, 
Australia had no wish for 
Shane Wame to fail a fitness 
test on his broken big toe. If 
Peter McIntyre, ttie South 
Australia leg-spinner, does 


replace him tomorrow he will 
probably be asked to bowl in 
a Shane Wame mask. Even 
then, as England realised in 
Adelaide last winter, this 
would be no substitute for the 
real thing. 

Pakistan are toiring virlth 
fielding two spinners, Musb- 
taq Ahmed, one of the few 
successes in Hobart, and 
foe impressively mature off- 
spinner Saqlain Mashtaq. 
The opening batsman Salim 
Elahi, unhinged by .the 
greater boimce of Australian 
pitches, will be excluded if 
Raiitn Malik decides that he 
is fit. 

It is most uncommon for 
the SCG to host a Test so 
early in the summer. All Aus- 
tralia's Test venues double up 
as stadiums for football of 
some code or other, and 
Sydney is no diSbreant from 
foe rest in worrying about foe 


recovery of ttie square in late 
November. 

For that reason tbe wicket 
lies surprisini^y dose to foe 
edge of the square, where 
da^ge is less intense, and 
there has been mudi talk'cf a 
third successive finish within 
four days. For Pakistan, 
things could not finish soon 
enoi^. 

• Heavy rain yesterday 
washed out England A’s 
practice plans fbr tomotrow's 
second Test in Rawalpindi 
where they will try to secure 
a series-whming 2-0 lead. 

In a dramatic move to draw 
level, Pakistan A have made 
swef^tng changes to the side 
tiiat lost tbe first Test by 
an innings and 43 runs 
in Multan. Only the captain 
Asif Mujtaba and four others 
from the original 13-man 
squad have avoided being 
dropped. 


NGLAND's leading: 
dubs will need to gsnei> 
ate £3 mflUon a year by 
foe end of nest season to sur^ 
Vive in tbe t(9 £U^ the 
Leicester president Peter 
Wheeler forecast yest^tiay. 

By next September the 10 
Cour^ Le^e One dubs 
must be able to count on an 
income of £2 miUioo each 
merely to see their way 
throu^ the 1996-87 season. 

Wheeler, an influential 
voice among foe ti^ dubs, 
will be at the diarp end 
what is certain to be a bitter 
dispute between tbe Rugby 
Football Union and Lea^e 
One representatives over the 
distribotion of inemne flexan 
tetevision and advertising. 

He bdieves there must be a 
umjar tratsfec of 
resources from Twickenham 


to the dubs to enable tiiem to 
cQpe with ivofesskwalism. 

“IPs not just a question of 
paying wages and bills to 
ke^ clubs operating on a 
week-to-week basis." said 
WhnolfT. an insurance execu- 
tive who deals with foe nitty- 
gritty of corpmate at 

his Leicester office every day. 
"Difficulties will arise at 
most duhs over the funding 


needed for development — 
IheyTl have to find the moi^ 
to build new stands and im- 
prove existing facilities for 
spectators and players over a 
period c3f 3^eais. Lc^term 
pianntng will be vitaL" 

The longer clubs dd^ be- 
fore they get to grips wifo the 
finanrial imperatives Of open 
rugby, the greater their 
chances of getting into seri- 
ous trouble, suggested 
Wheeler from foe perspective 
eff someone who hdped over- 
see an annual £1 mllljion bud- 
get at Leicester in the so- 
called amateur era. 

“Even waiting until tbe 
RFU special general meeting 
on professionalism is held on 
January 14 could be disas- 
trous; that’s fer too late for 
some,” be warned. 

Wheeler fears that any dub 
relegated from League One 
could promptly go into free 
fen fiimng h the lower div- 
isions because d the substan- 
tial loss of sponsorship and 
rqngequpnt iiubflity to in>"g 
on to foeir better players. 

Next season’s European 
Cup eompetttian is bound to 
trigger a protracted battie be- 
tween the RFU and the lead- 
ing dubs for foe lion's share 


cf revenue fixim foe ren^oti- 
ated sale of television t^ts. 
Within two or three years foe 
overall value of tbe tourna- 
ment should be close to 
£100 million. 

Since league n^by b^an 
in 1987. the RFU has beowe 
more accustomed to develop- 
iag Twickenham » at a cost 
of £66 milUon and promot- 
ing mgby thnn^ the county 
structure with tbe help of 
youth development office 
than with making league 
dubs more iqi-to-date envi- 
ronments for players and 
: qiectators. 

Hence Wheeler’s genuine 
concern over the comparative 
lack of r^resentatives on tbe 
RFU executive wifo direct ex- 
perience of running a mqjor 
dub. Corporate loydty rather 
than dub nous has tended to 
be ttie name of the Twicken- 
ham game. 

The problem the top dobs 
fooe in securing what 
regard as their ri^tful share 
of TV revenue is that the TV 
companies naturally prefer to 
negotiate with ttte RFU as 
tti^ have always dene, rather 
ttian with a putative Premier 
League. 

The clubs remain deeply 
unhappy at being fobbed off 
wifo a paltry £100.000 each a 
season from Sky TV, a sum 
which moreover is subject to 
stringent conditions. 


Rodber bounces back 

Tf HE 
I Tin 
f a qi 


England flanker 
Tim Rodber has made 
quick recover y frtua 
a shoulder injury sustained 
In the defeat by the 
^Mlngbdks at Twideenbam 
11 da^ ago and will 
tain the Midlands against 
the Western Samoans at 
Leicester on Saturday. 

There are two newcomers 
at caotte, Rodber*s Nbrfo- 
ampton team-mate Matt 
AUm and Leicester’s Blchfe 


Robinson. Six Leicester 
players are named. Includ- 
ing the entire firont row. 
bat thare are no places fbr 
the fOUrback John Liley 
and tbe wing Steve Hadc- 
ney; those positions go 
to Jim Gnantrlll, the 
Rugby Lions ftill-badr, and 
Rob Snbblani, the Bedford 
wing. 

• Harleqalns confirmed 
ttiat they bad signed the 
fbimer Wales capteins Rob- 


ert Jones, of Swansea, and 
Phil Davies, of Llanelli, but 
they are not banking on 
either player taking up his 
r^istrirtion, after a similar 
deal with lenan Evans 
bxtfoe down this season. 


J Omnm (Rugby Uqm); R 
(Sbdtonl), ■ ASM (North- 
amplon), R RaMomm (Leteaslar), H 
TharMyoralli R Cnvaon, ■ Pb— gn 
(all PlorlhCRiplanli a RAWntra*, R 
CuufcwlR, D gar f orai (all LateaatM), 
4 pimUia, H faRliH, T Horibw (bH 
NMihaniptoni. e Twtadk, N RmR (both 
L uk aaHr). 


Hockey 


Pat Rowley 


Hoskin called up as Britain 
prepare for Olympic qualifying 

Great Britain team, but then 
some formidable English 
players such as Rob Crutch- 
IQ-. Jason Lee. Ben Sharpe 
and Don Williams have also 
been omitted. 

Two youngsters who came 
into contention at ttie Cttem- 
pions Trophy In September, 
Guy Fordham and Danny 
Hall, have retained their 
{daces but the International 
career of the 18-year-old Mark 
Peara has been nut on hold. 

The squad is a g(x>d blend of 
meperienee and youth and hn% 
a good deal of flexibility. 
Much will depend on Britain 
attacking with greater spe^ 
and creatl^ more scoring 
chances. It is to be hoped that 
serious consideration is being 
giron to playins Jason Lislett 
in a more withdrawn role and 
John Shaw further forward. 

SQUADi S ■■•an iFirebrikndal. O 
mm— lEdSI (arilKIcadi: J IM* |QI4 
Lau^Bniansi. J Wyan iRudmal Soon 
Singh (Southgaloi. R P0rdhan 
(H«unalo«| K Tnkh*r (C«nnach]. S 
HhM iHwntfcwi. C Hnjin iCannocki, 
J abmm iSouBigjID}. H HMhto (Rsadrflg}. 
J LaaIMt rrecMingionl R ThoMpaan 
iHm«rtla«>. D Ihll lOu,MlQi«t. R Roncla 
(RoQi R0ib. S4^ea>9nai. N Tho mpau n 
iLBughionlanai C eilaa (Havanti, 
Raaanraai J Loe B Sharpa M Paam 
CoaeMO WMaur Wanagan 0 WlWBa. 


H oward hoskin, the 

Reading inside-forward 
wbo made his international 
debut against Argentina last 
Saturday, has forced his way 
into consideration for Brit- 
ain’s team for the men's 
Olympic quali^’itffi tourna- 
ment in Barcelona In 
January. 

He was one of 17 players 
named yesterday, one of 
whom, probably a forward. 
wiU be discarded after the 

two internationals with Be^ 
gium in Brussels foe weekend 
afiernext 

If Hoskin plays as weU 
a gainst Belgium as he did 
against Argentina, when he 
scored the equaliser In a 1-1 
draw, he Is unlikely to be the 
unlucky man. Wifo his speed, 
skill and unpredletabtUty he is 

an exciting prospect. 

None rf the five playera 
from Scotland and Wales who 
ph^'ed for Britain asauistAr* 
gentlna, having won selection 
on their Euit^iean Cup per- 
formances. has been able ta 
intrude on an all-England 


Golf 


Water helps Webster to a windfail 


Miehael Britten 
at Shi Roque 


S TEVEN WEBSTER com- 
pleted a unique double 
yesterday when he won 
the PGA European Tour 
Qualifying School five 
months after beli% presented 
with the silver med^ for best 
amateur in the Open. 

His final round of 70 for an 
eight-unde^pa^ total of 422 
gave him a one-shot victory 
over the South Afrkan World 
Cup player Hendrik Buhr- 


Ice Hockey 


mann. wifo Andrew Collison 
third. Stephen Gallacher, 
Padraig Harrington and 
David HoweU, meefoers of the 
victorious Walker Cup tern" 
at Portbcawl in September, 
all finished in the 20 to 
win their Tour cards. 

Webster, a fo-year-old from 
Atherstone, who has worl^ 
in the shop at the pay-as-you- 
pUiy Ansty club near Cxriea- 
try for the past three years, 
was not ctawen for tbe Great 
Britain and Ireland team, but 
his effort at St Andrews in 
July, when he finished 2Srd, 


and his stetiing perfionnance 
here in his first professional 
touniament after a nervous 
start, indicates tttet he will be 
an outstandii^ recruit to the 
paid ranks. 

For a small man wifo a 
sUght fraiM — be stands only 
Sft sin and wel^is ll stone — 
Webster hits the ball prodi- 
gious riiatanPBc, and he has a 
very sl^arp short game. He 
also posB o sw M a cool nerve, as 
the more expmienced Biflur- 
Tnawi discovered in the tense 
dosteg stages the 108-hole 
examination. 


Webster, wbo trailed- ttie 
South African by two shots at 
the start of the final round, 
drew tevel at ttm istb end 
both birdied tbe next before 
Buhnnann -n-iadB a at 

the final hole when he took 
too tight a line and put his tee 
shot into foe lake. 

Webster scorned caution 
and used a driver to send his 
bell soaring over tbe faamid, 
leavtoug a five-iron ^iproacb 
to tbe Island green. Two putts 
for a par four (rUnrhwt a fiigt 
prize of S4.000 five we^ into 
his new career. 


Rugby League 


Super League gets the official go-ahead for next season 


Vic BateheMer 


T he proposed Super 
League has been given foe 
blessii^ of foe British Ice 
Hockey Association after a 
meeting yesterday of the 
powers in the game. 


The BIHA chief executive 
David Frame described the 
move as "absolutely wel- 
come" after talks with foe 
British Le^e Management 
Committee and Ice Hockey 
Superleague Limited, a com- 
pany formed recently by 
seven British League clubs 


led by Sir John Hall, owner of 
the Durham Waaps. 

In the QKt seven days all tbe 
other British League dubs will 
be invited to ap^’ fbr mem- 
betshlp of the new league. 
Clubs win need to show “proof 
of financial baddng, commit- 
ment to Junior hockey, market- 


ing ability, playw: strength, 
suitable venues and a firm 
commitment to the spoct", ac- 
cording to a gtatamCT it al gnwl 
by aU three parties.' 

Clubs malting iq> tbe Super 
League will be announced on 
March 28. along with the fix- 
tures for next season. 


Paul ntavatatefc 


Halifax list speedy Preston 
and expect a rapid sale 

director, said it was disap- 
pointing that Preston had 
asked for his release but foe 
club had reluctantly Riprcd 
because of the exceptional 
service he had ^ven. 

Last week PrestOQ was 
named in a money-plus- 
player package Halifax were 
reportedly preparing to tempt 
Paul Newlove to Thnun Hail 
But alfoough Halifox admit- 
ted their interest in Newlove 
they denied that Preston 
would be part of the deal. 

Meanwhile, John Dorahy, 
who had an outstanding play- 
ing career wtth Hull Kingston 

Rovers to the Eighties, may 
return to Humberside, but 
this time as Hull's roRc h. 

The Austndian. who was 

dtemlssed last year after ^dy 

one season at Wigan, whom 
he led to a cup and league 
double, is believed to be on 
the shortlist from which HuU 
will name tbe successor to 
Phil Wtodley, who resigned 
almost two weeks agr» 
Wldnes’s Regal Trophy 
against the hold- 
ere Wigan wifi be televised 
hve by BBC Grandstand on 
Saturday -week. 


H alifax have "reluc- 
tantly’’ agreed to a trans- 
fer reqn^ from Pres- 
ton. one of -foe quickest men 
tothegame. . 

The 28-year-old winger, 
who Is.on <tffer at £70,000, has 
consistently been erne of the 
club's most dai^eraus iday- 
ers since he joined thRm from 
Wigan in June 1991 for 
£50,000. But he was injured 
against Warrington this 
nuNith and has been unable to 
regain his first-team place. 

Fereti Toilagi, from West- 
ern Samoa, has been showing 
good form on Hailfex's left 
wing and John Bentley, ttie 
En^and intemational, has 
returned m the right after in- 
jury. With Abi Ekoku also 
available, competition fbr 
wing places is ke^ 

Tbere be no short- 

age of clubs interested to 
Preston. Be is prone to make 
tbe odd daft miateiw but his 
■Rniahtwg drillg hls excjt- 
tog running, have maHa him 

pcynlar with the Halifax fans. 

Robort Athtosoo, a Halifax 
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Glasgow awaits bonng’s verdict page 1 3 

England faced with a testing pitch, page 15 

Ajax scrape to world club title, page 1 4 

Gallagher’s return blocked again, page 15 
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O’SULLIVAN RECAPTURING THE FORM THAT MADE HIM THE BOY WONDER 



Link between 
flagellation 
and discipline 





■' • ' • - •••: • . ":*■• -it :*“% * 

* ‘ •• ♦ * * ”4 I* *» > I ' f 


Getting his eje in . . . Ronnie 0‘Snllivan, winner two yean aeo when only 17, is provinghard to beat in this year's UK Championship at Preston, whareyesterday he briskly reached 
the quarter-finals at Chris Small’s expense (Cliee Eeerton, page 14) pHOTDGftAP(tMCHAB.sim£ 


Choice pickings ail round as smaller ciubs secure £1 25 miliion windf^l from BSkyB for Endsleigh League coverage 

ITV snatches the FA Cup 


Andrew Culf and Lisa Buckingham 

on the latest television deal which has 
relegated the BBC to the sidelines 


I TV last night seized the 
jewel in the crown or the 
BBC's sports coverage by 
securing exclusive rights 
to the FA Cup BnaL 
In an unprecedented part- 
oersbip with Rupert Mur- 
doch's BSkyB, ITV is to pay 
an estimatkl £15 million a 
year to cover the iln^ which 
has been transmitted by the 
BBC for more than SO years. 
Under the deal, ITV and Sl^ 
will also show live games 
from the third round 
onwards. 

The deal, which was 
revealed on the day that Sky 
Sports clinched coverage of 
the Endsleigh League and the 
Coca-Cola Cup for £125 mil- 
lion. is a major blow to the 
BBC and ejETectively kidks its 
live coverage of domestic foot- 
ball into touch. But it means 


that the showcase annual ' 
event will remain available 
free to terrestrial viewers. 

ITV will show the final ex- 
clusively from 1998. The issue 
of tUghlights has still to be 
resolved. 

An official announcemeDt 
of the four-year deal, begin- 
ning with the 1997-98 season, 
is to be made by ITV today. 
The revolution in coverage 
represents the biggest change 
in televised football since 
Sky’s £3M mSUon, five-year 
joint deal with the BBC in 
1992. 

rrv sources were claiming 
a major coup, heralding a 
new partner^p vtith Sky. 
Earlier this year these two 
were fierce starring partners 
when Sky poached rfV's big- 
gest-name boxers, including 
Frank Bruno and Nigel Bemv 


The defection of Trevor 
Bast. rTVs head of sport 
renowned as having the best 
contacts book in television, 
was another knock-<mt blow. 
But now It is believed East 
may have helped organise the 
rapprochement 
Sky is to broadcast 60 Ends- 
leigh League matobes from 
the start of the 199&97 season, 
plus all three end-of-season 
promotion play-off finals. ITV 
. is to retain weekend and mid- 
I week le^e highlights. 

Sky is likely to be able to 
offer live matches to subscrib- 
ers most nights of the week, i 
and will have live Coca-Cola I 
Cup ties fbr the first time. The I 
final will be exclusive on Sky. j 
but ITV wlU retain hi^fii^its 
of the early rounds and one 
live semi-final, 

Marcus Plantln, ITVs net- 
work director, said recently: 
‘TVe wlU remain in sport; we 
will not go fbr Indlsolminate 
acres but selected hi^-profile 
events,” 

Last night a spokeswoman 
(br the BBC said: "We cannot 






comment. The facts have not 
been established and our 
present contract runs until 
the end of the 1996-97 seascm.” 

The BBC taop^ that when 
the Premiership contract is 
renegotiated it will be able to 
retain some domestic high- 
lights to ensure the survival 
of its 31-year-old football fiag- 
^p. Match of the Day. 

The deals came as the BBC 
was poised to propose radical 
changes to the way broadcast- 
ing rights for major sports 
events are packaged, in an at- 
tempt to halt Sky’s growing 
dominance. 

The corporatioD was ex- 
pected to approach the Heri- 
tage Department wttii plans 
to extend the number of so- 
called '‘listed” events which 
cannot be broadcast on a pay- 
per-view basis. 

Sources within the say 

frUs will be accompanied l^ a 
proposal that' the rights to 
major events stmuld be "un- 
bundled” and m one single 
broadcaster should be 
allowed to buy all the ri^ts ' 
to a particular event 

The BBC wants the rights 
to sporting events to be divid- 
ed uUo separate broadcasting 
permteions for news cover* 
a^, live transmlssloxi, hi|^ 
lights and repeato. 

Ebtecutives in the BBC ad- 
mit however, that even if the 
Govonment ftdly adopts the 
proposals, this will not debar 
BSl^B from buying access to 
the BBC's renudning coveted 
events, lod^riing Wimbledon 
and the Grand NationaL 

Although these "listed" 
events cannot be broadcast on 
a pay-per-view basis, tl^ can 
be screened by a sutocriptlOD- 
funded chanoeL 


Martin Thorpe on 

the mixed reactions 
to yesterday’s deal 


A MAZEBCENT. satto-' 
faction, disa^ipoint- 
ment and trepida- 
tion yesterday 
marked the Football 
Leagne's annonncement of 
its million five-year 

live television contract 
with BSkyB. 

Under the dead. Sky will 
broadcast live np to GO 
Endsleigh matches, proba- 
bly on Friday ni^ts and 
Sunday afternoons, plus 
Coca-Cola Cap ties. First 
Division clnhs conld benefit 
by as much as £1 milium a 
year each, with scaled- 
down payments to tisose 
from the lower divisions. 

League officials are 
jdearly delighted that they 
have succeeded in donbUng 
their corrent TV Income 
and yet zetained their an- 
tono;^ from the Football 
Association and Premier 
Leagoa. who bad offbred 
rival packages. 

"For some of our clabs 
this deal will be a lifeline. 
It will Increase their reve- 
nue and raise their viabU- 
ity at a crucial time," said 
the Leagne president Goiv 
don McKeag. 

Attention now switches 
to the League's EGM on De- 
cember 29 when tiie 72 
ciubs will decide bow to 
split the money, the Fizst 
Division dabs, who feature 
most on TV, dio not secure a 
large Increase on the aver- 
age £450,000 per season 


they each currently 
receive, there could yet be a 
s{dit M* an FA-sponsored 
breakaway. 

Some chairmen remain 
disappointed by the deaL 
They wanted the League to 
explore farther the PLofier. 
which might have proved 
even more lucrative. Old- 
ham’s chairman Tqti Stott 
said: *Tm disappointed we 
did not get the opportunity 
to fully discass a fwmola 
for a deal with the Premier 
League. I think we may 
leam to regret that'* 

There is concern as to 
whether the FA and FL will 
contlnne their subsidies to 
the Le^ne now that both 
have been snubbed. Exclnd- 
aig pools revenne, the snb- 
sidies last season amounted 
to £3.2 million. 

'nie PL’s chief executive 
Rick Parry said; "we are 
amazed that this deal has 
been completed in this wayJ 
We believed there was a 
genuine basis for a partner- 
ship vrlth ns to help across 
the professional game and 
inv^ In the future.’’ 

The Premiership clnb 
chairmen must now decide 
if that investment will be as 
much as it might have been. 


Vincent Hanna 


I WAS once sent off in a 
rugby game. My tackle on 
the fly-half was so late as to 
be almost postoumoos, and 
1 cursed myself. The referee, a 
plasterer of genial disposition, 
bedcsnedr "What did you 
say?’* 

“Abitof s^-fiagellatio(n,'’ 1 
beamed. 

‘T cant stand smart-arses,” 
he said. "Get off." 

I thought this was a bit 
har^ — especially as a month ' 
before I had got him off a care- 
less driving charge, but that's 
justice fbr you. Anyway , as an 
bid lag I feel more able to talk 
about the violence in football 
which has become the rheto- 
ric of our times. 

Was I dreaming, or did I 
reaQy hear Joe Rcyle talk on 
the radio about welcoming 
back Duncan Ferguson to 
Goodison “witfa a cheer they 
will bear in Barlinnie". 

Maybe it was some other Dun- 
can Fbrguaon — and not the 
thngwlw, apart from his ap- 
palling record on the pitch, 
l^ three criminal consde- 

Hitng for aSSaUlL torinrting 

head-butting a policeman and 
hitting a man on crutches. 

Please pinch me, Imay be 
iinagtning fee reason the 
football authorities to 
Batiy-Le Saux title fight in 
Moscow last week. Did Black- 
bum Rovers fine them, refuse 
to say bow much, and leave It 
at that? Were the referee and 
the Uefa supervisor, neither 
of whom seems to have spotted 
the fight, at fee match at all? 

Did U^ that stem de- 
fender of international morel- 
Ity, tell fee FA: **nierB isn't 
much evidmice to goon, our 
disciplinary committee 
doesn’t meet until January 
and we don’t accept video evi- 
dence”? Surely not It most 
have been some other Uefe. 


% A #HAT Is the point of 
1 #1 m railing at soccer 
•# n# hooliganism? Why 
V W qiendmoneybulld- 
Ing fern Uy enclosures, or on 
programmes fbr community 
devriopment and anti-racism, 
when players set such an ex- 
ample on tile pitch? 

Ah yes but — I hear you say 
— tb^ are exceptional cases. 
You could not meet a nicer 
bloke than your average soc- 
cer professional. Charming 
lads they are. 

Of coarse. But why do the 
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Saints all set to splash out 
record fee on Newiove 
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Paul FKapatrIck 

P AUL NEWLOVB. the 
rugby league centre val- 
ued at £750.000 Bradford 
Bulls, is expected to sign for 
St Helens today for a British 
record tranffer fee. 

Last night David Howes, the 
St Helens chitf etecutive. 
would say only that the dubs 
were still "locked in talks”, but 
them weie indications tiut the 
deal would go through. 

Three St Helens players are 
believed to be i«rt of a play- 
ers-plus-money package 
whidu would break the Brfe 
Ish transfer record of £440,000 
that Wigan paid Widnes for 


Martin Offiah in January 
1992. 

Bradford have called a 
press conference for this 
afternoon to announce three 
new signings. They would 
would not name them but the 
Saints idayers Sonny Nickle, 
Paul t^h^hw and Bernard 
. Dwyer, who is on the list at 
£90,000, could be the tiuae 
I mystery mea 

I Newiove, the youngest 
player to represent Great 
Britain, joined Bradford finr 
£245,000 from Featherstone 
Rovers in July 1993 afor a 
season In wfaicb be scored 5Z 
tries. The centxe wmaseed €0 
tries in his first two seasons 
with Bradford. 


THl OLD SMITHY AT BATCMWORTM 
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Ever since he broke crickets 
two most significant records, 
the pure flow of runs from 
Lara^ bat has been disrupted 
by his troubled relations wHh 
the men In blazers who 
control his destiny. 


Across 


1 Tree many rend about (5) 

4 Roman who was envious of 
the Frerwh waterfells 
SSomethsig Adam held as an 
un&hdteable tenet? (7,2,5) 

10 Relating to an Image or a 
mailino process (B) 

11 Doubly complaisant anirnal 
from Madagascar (3-^ 

12 Assentoly liable to erupted 

15 Breed and slow, low-fcontod 

vessel 

17 Travels along woodland 
wj^f5) 

18 Ctorgymania strangely tied 
— as Brideshead was (9) 

19 Point frequently made in 
amenoration perhaps (Q 

21 Initial phase of Stone Age 
culture (5.3) 

24 MtghttheyF2ay“ina 

Monastery Garden"? (4,2.8) 


clubs permit them to behave 
like petulant children, play- 
ing, it sometimes seems, in a 
persfetent whine of dissent. 
Soccer is the only world sport 
where dissent is built Into the 
rubric of the ^me. 

In rugby union and league, 
inteimi^ hockey, basketball, 
gridiron, even in ice hockey, 
acts of dissent against the ref- 
eree or umpire meet with 
swift retribution. As John 
McEnroe remarked in later 
life: "I realised that they can 
be. and are, serious." 

1 saw dive Thomas last 
week on television awarding 
seven yellow and two red 
esutis in a Holland v Czecho- 
slovakia game in 1976, and 
asked him about discipline. 
"Early tratolng,” faesaid. '‘In 
rugby you get it at school, you 
don'tquestion fee referee. In 
soccer the word is : tr>’ >t on. 
you mi^t get something. And 
to he frank — they can. 

"I sat in the stand in a Pre- 
mierLeague game:theman- 
ager next to me explained ho w 
the match referee was easy to 
intimidate, so he wouldn't 
give many decisions against 
the home side. Nor did be. " 


W HY are rugby 

league playersdif- 
ferent I wondered. 
“Because the game 
is geared towards discipUne. 
And fee League fully backs its 
officials. You speak out of turn 
and it's a 19-yard penalty or a 
visit to the sin-bin. It should 
be fee same in professional 
soccer. I once suggested It. but 
Fife want the game to be exact- 
ly the same at all levels. Ama- 
teur clubscouldn't handle it 
they told me." 

Stuart Cummings refereed 
last monfe Rugby League 
World Cup final. "It drives me 
batty to watch some soccer 
players on TV," he said. "The 
ref gives a penkity and then 
runs away toarards fee goal- 
line wife half fee team ^er 
him. The abuse Is non-stop. In 
our game the clubs cooperate. 
Coaches hate their players 
conceding possession or pre- 
cious pointe by indiscipline. 
Some clubs equally fine play- 
ers for dissent on fee pitch." 

Indiscipline can breed fear- 
ful oDspring. Players who 
harass referees are unlikely to 
show restraint wife one an- 
other —or the public — and 
vice versa. 

Maybe U hasn’tyet occurred 
to the clubs. Although it oc- 
curred to Cesar de Saussare, a 
diplomat writing in 1728: . . 

you sometimes see a score of 
rascals in the streets kicking 
at a ball, they will break panes 
(/glass and ;«niash the win- 
dows of coaches, and will also 
knodt you down without the 
slightest compunction; on the 
contrary they will roar wife 
laughter." 


□ □ □ □ n □ . 

□□□nDQpn □□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□ 
□□□□ 

B □ □ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ □ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□ □ □ □ □ 
!□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□ □ □ t 3 a □ 

□□□□□BOQGP □□□□ 

paDGPQ □□□□BDOD 

□ □ Q □ □ □ 


CnOOaWUlID SOLUTION 20,510 


25 Birds resembling elderly 
convicts apparently (^ 

26 Giant object in brownish 
colour 

Dowfn 

1 Angrywhen put on menial 
work at station ... (7,5) 

2 ... said defamatory thing In 
pamF^letlnfact^) 

8 Italian composer seen 
eccentric circles (5) 

4 Glass that is rigttttora 
!onight(9) 

5 Wheretofindrastlntimesof 
affluence (4) 

6 FooUah to bring up sheep 
on a type of Ely (^ 

7 Special edition for casual 
player (5) 

9 Past cause may appear 
extremely irrational (6,6) 

13 A seed-tray pricked out for 
a (estival (6,^ 


14 Propose a deal on present 
limits (4,5) 

16 Turn beck when ^XMit to 
entercarlnrace(9) 

20 Beginner in market with 
intuftivediscemment (5) 

22 Bird for exarr^le soaring to 
twig (3.2) 

23 No iortger available to a king 

(4) 
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